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Hat man is not made and 
=ea\ brought forth into the 
$b. World, to eat and drinke, 
2% andtotake hiseafe,but for 
fome better thing , is ac- 
iN Zi knowledged by all men , 
who haveéany thing left inthemof men, 
(that is, of rationall creatures ;) and have 
not wholly degenerated into brutes. But - 
whether Action, or Contemplation, bee the ii 
thing, wherein mans‘chiefeft happinefle if 
in this world dothconfift, hath beenea J 
) A 3 queftion | 
























A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
queftion of old , and is yet difputed of 
on both fides. To omit the ancient Fa- 
thers, becaufe our purpofe is notto infift 
long upon this point, ( whofe opinion 
nevertheleffe if any defire to know, let 
him read them upon the words of Chrift 
unto Martha, Luke x. 41, 42.) Ariffotle 
and other Philofophers , that are for Con- 
templation, goe upon this ground: That 
the neerer every man comes unto God; by 
way of imitation, (as farre as by nature 
he is capable of it :) the more happy he 
is : that God doth enjoy himfelfe inthe 
fruition and contemplation of his owne 
goodneffe, infinitnefle, eternitie, and the 
like ; and not in or by any thing exter- 
nall, that he doth caufe, or produce with- 
out himfelfe. On the other fide it is al- 
ledged, That man, naturally, is animal 
politicum ; that is, borne and brought 
forth into the World, not every man for 
himf{elfe only, but for the good of others 
alfo; and that itis one of the fundamen=- _ 
tall principles of all publike:weales and ° 
focieties of men, that the publicke isal- 
wayes 

































_ A Treatife of Vle and Cuffome. 
wayes by every man, to bee preferred be- 
fore his owne private, whether proht, or 
happinefle.. Both which opinions may 
cafily bee reconciled, if both be acknow- 
ledged (as I thinke they muft of neceffi- 
tie :) in their feverall refpects to be true. 
For certainely, if man bee abfolutely and 
barely by himfelfe confidered, as a ratio- 
nal creature , then Contemplation, if; as 
naturally fociable, having relation to the 
World asa Citie, then Action is his end. 
Aétion then his end, yet, even then,not 
attionswithout all manner of Contempla- 
sion. For as we commonly fay of the Scz- 
ences, that fomeare /peculative, and {ome 
praéticall , {o is.it of contemplation too: 
Some'contemplation is meerely (becula- 
tive . and fo it is oppofed to Aion : fome 
may betermed (though there may feeme 
to bee fome contradiction in the termes:) 
attive, or prafticall , becaufe it is the 
ground and foundation of all actions, 
thattendtohappineffe. For they are not 
all aétions in generall, that make men 
happy, but{uch-onely, as are good and 


vertuous, 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
vertuous. Which are fuch, and which are 
contrarie, cannot bee knowne without 
the knowledge of good and evill. Neic 
ther is this knowledge (in this ftate of 
corruption :) to bee attained unto with- 
out much ftudie and contemplation. 
And this,all Divines and Philofophers af- 
fent unto, that itis not enough, that what 
wee doe bee laudible of it felfe, and ag 
the Schoole men fpeake, materially good 
except wee know it tobeefo, and doe it 
upon that ground. .Then,: and not till 
then, isour ation, as itis ours; truely 
good and commendable. Hence it is: 
that in the opinion of Ariffotle, (the great 
wonder of Nature:) a learned aid well 
grounded Phyfician, though mifsing: of 
his end, is more praife worthy, theman 
ignorant Empiricke that’ hath good fucs 
cefle ; becanfe, faith hee, in his Metaz 
phyfickes, The one underftands what 
hee doth, and goeth upon warrantable 
grounds, though the-ignorance of fome 
particular outward »circumftance may. 
hinder the good evenv:: Theother doth 
he 
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hee knoweth not what, nor upon what 
grounds, buraltogether ventureth upon 
former experiments. Now experience , 
we know, isthe miftris, as of men, fo of 
brutestoo : which, though they be irra- 
tionall, yet are capable of that know- 
ledge thatcomes by bare experience, and 
cannot therefore bethe proper commen- 
dation of thofe creatures, which are na- 
turally rationall. So thar what once a 
grave Senator (Plin.Sec. in Panegyr, ad 
Traja:) {pake of one particular vertue, 
ambitio W@ jattantia, 2 effufio, 7 quidvix 
potius quam liberalitas eff dicenda; cui ratio 
non confiat . that that liberalitie , that is 
not grounded upon reafon, is rather am- 
bition, vaine glory, profufeneffe, or any 
thing elfe, what you will, then true libe- 
ralitie: is as true of any other particular 
vertue, and appliableto vertue , in gene- 
rall ; to wit, That Vertue is not Vertue 
properly, but as it is the frute and effect,of 
true knowledge and found reafon. Which 
alfo made Ariffotle to maintaine in his 
Ethicks (Lib. v. cap. 9.) that jufta facere 
B was 
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was no very hard thing, and incidental 
unto all men ; but juffum effe, that is, to. 
doe juft ations, upon grounds of reafon 
and no otherwife, to bee a matter of ve- 
ry great difficultie. For which reafon al- 
{o, Socrates before him maintained, that 
Truth and Vertue, were but one thing. 
And truely in the Scriptures,they are of- 
ten taken for one thing. Hence thofe 
phrafes, Todoethe Truth, To commit ales 
and the like. To which if it bee oppofed, 
that truth and vertue muft needs differ as 
muchas the will and the underftanding, 
truth being the proper object of the one, 
and vertue of the other; it might eafily, 
according to the authoritie of Arifforle, 
and other great Philofophers and Schoole 
men, be replied, That although the will 
and the underftanding be not all one ef- 
fentially , yet in matter of action, they 
come all to one ; fince that, as they main- 
taine, voluntas neceffariod determinatur ab 
intelleétuy the will of man is wholly ru- 
led and governed, by the motions and 
prefcripts of the underftanding. Whence 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome: 
is that of Arifforle in the fame Ethicks; 
lib. vi. that &dwqery é/ Deguiproy , ay, OpTe 
aejov, that itis not pofmibles that be that ts 
truely wife and prudent, /hould bee naught 
or vicious: And that ayo Tes 0 uorSnegs 
ad} aes, that no man t& evill , but 
through ignorance of that which is moff ex- 
pedtent, whichis there and elfewhere at 
large difcuffed by himand prooved,. as 
itis to this day maintained by many ac- 
cute writers. 

But notto engage my felfe into thefe 
deepe myfteries of profoundeft Phylo- 
fophy, which may be thought perchance 
more abftrufe then ufefull, and admit of 
variety of opinions ; all that I fhall in- 
ferre upon thefe premifes | which no 
man, [thinke, will deny , is but this, 
That Truth and Vertue are of fuch affini- 
tie, that without fome more then ordi- 
narie infight (by vertue of knowledge 
and contemplation :) into the one, the o- 
ther cannot bee practifed as it fhould. 
either to afford that inward contentand 
fatisfaction to the conf{cience , which is 
B 2 the 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
the beft reward of a vertuous life in this 
World, orto deferve that commendati- 
on from others, (though this bee leaft of 
allto bee ftood upon:) that otherwife 
would be due unto it. 

Now the knowledge of Truth beinga 
matter of {uch moment to happinefle, as 
wee have faid; it is much to beela- 
mented, that the fearch of it fhould bee 
fo difficult, asitis : fo befet with fundry 
rubbes and impediments ; fo fhadowed, 
with many falfe colours and lineaments, 
as it is to bee feared, that many men, af- 
ter no {mall paines and ftudie to find out 
what Truth is ; in ftead of finding what 
might {atisfie them concerning the na- 
ture of Truth, begin to doubt whether 
therebeany fuchthing, ia rerum natura. 
and by confequent, whether any fuch 
thing truely and really , as Vertue and 
Iuftice : according to that miferable 
complaint (though uttered by him up- 
onanother occafion :) of dying Brutw, 
i TATA Bye, Asyss wee nO. era) Sto WS epQoV 
nsvsew. O wretched vertue | hitherto have I 
carefully 
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carefully exercifed thee as.athing true and 
reall ; but now I (ee, that thou art meere 
words and wind. And in very truth if a 
man fhall as it were from fome higher 
place, raifed withthe wings of philofo- 
phicall contemplation , asan indifferent 
judge, or buc fpectator , take agenerall 
view of the furface of the earth, diligent- 
ly obferve and looke into the ations and 
endeavours of mortall men, hee {hall 
cleerely fee, that that which allingenu- 
ous Men aime at,and moft (even wretch- 
ed worldlings:) doe pretend unto, is 
truth: but that truth {fo generally profef- 
fed, both by the one and by the other , 
for truth, in fome , (whofe groffe and 
earthly temperature is moft uncapable 
of heavenly both thoughts and hopes: ) 
to ‘bee nothing elfe, ‘but meere policie , 
and private fecular interefts: in many o- 
thers (ofa purer mould or metall, whofe 
meaning is good and fincere: ) nothing 
elfe, ineffe&, but meere partialitie, pre- 
judice prefumption, refolure obftinacie,. 
and the like. being all the fruits and ef- 
Be fects: 
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A Treatife of V{e and Cuftome. 
fees of either blindignorance (the more 
blind, the more confident, alwaies :). or 
too much heate, and eagernefle ; (the na- 


turall diftemper of moft men : ) -or laftly, 


(ifnot of allthefe together , yet of fome 
one of them efpecially :) of long ufe and 
cuftome. Shewes,and colours, and ap- 
pearances, and pretences of truth in great 
{tore every where, reall and folid truth; 
hee fhall fee but little any where: and 
that too, in many places, either filenced, 
or forced by unjuft violence into cor- 
ners. 

Vpon one of thefe impediments, that 
Ihave mentioned, I purpofe. at this time 
to fixe my contemplation ; being one.of 
the chiefeft, (if 1 beenot much miftaken 
my felfe:) of thofe many things, that 
caufe truth to bee miftaken by men, and 
thatis, Cuftome. 

That men both in their actions, and in 
their judgements, are moft fwaied by 
cuflome, hath beene the obfervation of 
many wife men of old, and is moft ap- 
parant by daily experience, to them that 


fhall 
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{hall obferve it with diligence. Non ra- 
tione componimur, fed confuetudine » faith 
Seneca ( Epift. 123 and elfewhere ) fpeak- 
ing of the aGions of men. As thofethings 
are, which men are ufed unto, fo are their 
judgements , faith Ariffotle in his Me- 
taphylicks, /ib.1. parte2.c.3. Rabbi Mofes 
Ben Maimon, (commonly called Ram- 
bam ; the moft judicious Rabbin, thate- 
ver was known to the Chriftian World .) 
in his excellent booke, called” More Ne- 
vokim, having infifted out of Alexander 
Aphrodifew, as he profefleth himfelfe, of 
three maine particulars, which ufually 
hinder men from the knowledge of 
truth . addes a fourth of his owne obfer- 
vation, as confiderable in his judgement, 
ifnot more, then apy ofthe former : and 
that is, faith hee, s1a>mSainn, Cuftome 
and Education. What word was ufed by 
the Author himfelfe, 1 know not. Forhe 
wrote this booke in Arabick .and the He- 
brew is but atranflation. But the word 
wnn here ufed by the Hebrew tranila- 
tor for cufome is very proper in this 
Pees 








































A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
place ; comming from a fimple Verbe, 
which, among other things , fignifeth , 


fallere, dolofe agere; which is the very 


thing the Author doth here charge cy- 
fiome of. Amant enim homines, ({aith he.) 
natura id ad quod [unt affuefati, & pro- 
pendent adillud. Andthen after fome in- 
ftances taken from daily experience, goes 
on thus, (as the late Latin Tranflator ren- 
ders him,) Idem plane accidere folet homini 
infententits <F opinionibws, quibus inuutri- 
tw eff, ut pro amore illarums ab illis dimo- 
Veri nequeat. Que caufa efh, ut homo fepe 
non pofsit apprebendere veritatem, quia [ci+ 
Ecet tlla fequitur, quibus affuefactus eff , 
CFC. 

Neither is there want of many plaufi- 
ble pretences to makethis power, or ty- 
ranny rather (as Saint Chryfoffome doth 
ufually ftile it: ) of custome, to feeme 
as reafonable , as it is generall. For firft, 
Naturalifts tell us, that, Confuetudotan- 
quam altera natura ; fo Aristotle > and 
Gallen, elegantly | émixlnr Quorss, re 29m, 
Cuftome ts an ad{cititious Nature. Both Giz 
_ \yuilfans 









A Treatife of Vfe and Cuftome. 
vilians and Canonitts tell us, not onely 
that confuetudo optima legws interpress (that 
ismuch thatit fhould befo:) but plain- 
lys that confuetudo derogat legi, abrogat le- 
gem; yeafome ofthem, that, confuetudo, 
illicita, licita facit. Ta Spreqa &n nega 
zéirrw, was the refolution of the Councell 
of Nice in matters ofthe Church, and to 
enquire of the former age, and, to ftand up- 
onthe wayes, and thereto looke for the good 
old wayes , is the way that the Prophet 
doth teach us both to truth and righte- 
oufnefle. to wit, to confult with Anti- 
quitie . which is nothing elfe, but a cons 
tinued custome, as custome is nothing elfe, 
but actus [epius multiplicati ; as it is defi- 
ned by Lawyers and Schoole-men. Bez 
fides, Philofophers tell us, that, 7 & § 
Maha; that which tw in being, and that wee 
call Truth, are all one. And what is cu- 
ftome, butthat which ts in being? Andif a- 
ny, to {fhew a difference, fhalladde, that 
Truth is that, which is , hath beene, 
and fhall bee, which is as much, as to 
fay that it is eternal, wife Salomon feemes 
C to 
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A Treatife of V{e and Cuftome. 
to fay as much of cuffome, when intrea- 
ting of the varietie of mens labours and 
actions, hee ufeththefe words, The thing 
that bath beene, ts that which fball bee. and 
that which is done, ts that which fball be done. 
andthere ts no new thing under the Sunne. 
Is there any thing whereof it may be [aid, See 
this.ts new 2 It hath beene already of old times 
which was before w. So another , a Kirig 
too, andas wife a King (ofa heathen) as 
Salomon, He (\aith he) thatfeeth the things 
that are now, hath {eene all that either was e- 
ver, or ever hall bee. For all things are of 
one kinds and all like one unto another. And 
in another place, Mav S yaduwor, sams 
ad EVETD, Ly WNT, ) C yew rrdwreerod) ase What 
ever it beethat is now done here, the fame 
that bath alwayes beene, and ever fhall be, and 
ts now done in all places: which is {poken 
by him, as appeares there, not of things 
naturall, (leftany man fhould miftake-.) 
but of mens actions and fafhions. 
Anto. V1.34.X. 12. 
To thefe things ifany fhall reply, that 


confuetudo, qué non eft rationabil , is not 


properly 

























































A Treatife of Vie and Cuffome. 
properly confuetudo, but corruptela, and 
no wonder ; if con/uetudo rationabilts, bee 
granted to be equivalent to reafon, right, 
ortruth :. This, ifit bee well confidered, 
will rather: puzzle the more, then fatis- 
fie. For the Cu/fome of men, which the 
‘live and are guided by, being different 
according to differences of places and na- 
tions; yea fo changeable and variable ; 
(I {peake it of Cuffomes, in point of 
right and Iuftice, as well as of others: ) in 
the fame place, as wee fee they are inall 
places : if ic fhall bee faid of all fuch ge. 
nerally, as of particulars it is commonly 
by them that are ufed unto them,that they 
are rationabiles ; will it not hence necefla- 
rily follow , that what is right in one 
place, is in another wrong : what atone 
time is reafon and Truth, at anothertime 
is both falfe and abfurd > And what is 
this, butto make Truth changeable, Pro- 
theus like, and appliableto all times and 
places ? ‘That is, in effe@, to fay with 
Archilaus , that G dincioy % S oye koV, oom 
: ey OL 
red, but 7 vue, that nothing is right 
C 2 or 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
or wrong, but by cu/fome and the ordi- 
nances of men onely : or with Epicurus, 
that Ov a1 Ct auto Sy glootLwn » that righ- 
teoufnefle of its felfe is nothing » but that 
whatfoever is expedient for the prefent,as 
long as it isexpedient, itis juft; and no 
longer juftsthen it is expedient. 

Belides thefe and the like arguments, 
taken fromthe things themfelves, fome 
thing may bee inferred even from the 
words, whereby thofe things are ufually 
exprefled. For words have ufually fome 
foundation in the nature ‘of things, and 
therefore (as wileft men, Ariftotle and 
others, have thought :) inall difputes of 
the true nature and ufe of things , much 
obfervable. Now in moft Languages, 
right and cuffome , are exprefled by the 
fame words. As for example to inftance 
in the three chiefeft, in Hebrew, usw: fig- 
nifies properly judgement,but it is as often 
ufed forcuffome. Sothat Interpreters are 
fometimes put to it, notknowing, or at 
leaft not agreeing among themfelves, by 
which of the two it fhould bee rendred. 
As 

































A Treatife of Vfeand Cuftome. 
As for example, Sam.8.9. /hew them the 
manner (7c. and v.11. [hts will be the man- 
ner,i7c. Inthe Hebrew icis vawa, which 
fome with the Vulgar and the Septua- 
gint render jus; others, as we, rationem . 
the manner or cuftome. The Chaldey pa- 
raphrafe exprefles it by the Greeke word 
vive, Which isambiguous both in the O- 
riginall Greeke (the ambiguitie whereof 
hath caufed errors and miftakes of Inter- 
preters nota few in divers ancient Greeke 
Authors:) and in the derivative Chaldey, 
for either right or cuffome, Hence are va- 
rietie of opinions, asamongft the ewes, 
fo amongft the Chriftians, about the crue 
meaning. But I meddle not with that. 
Only this I obferve , that Homer upon 
this very fubject, {peaking of Kings ufeth 
the very word (butthatthe one is Greekes 
and the other is Hebrew: ) that Samuel 
doth , This alfo, as ambiguous in the 
Greekes as the other isinthe Hebrew. His 
words are Ody /f. iv. ar dot Ava War Ba- 
nano. Where the Scholiaft hath noted 
dixn. i. véucs n sms. But Bu ffatbius, Arch- 
C 3 Bifhop 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuftome. 
Bifhop of Theffalonica, mote fully, To 9, 
( ing be Nun,) wrt TY, oa? 64 Mxsyor, xyoroid 
rucey 6905. Aemilius “Portus tranflates it; 
quod tamen Licet divinis Regibw. And cet- 
tainly in thofe words of the Poet in ano- 
ther place, 7 7 Sinn 634 SPeovTey, Gallen did 
underftand by the word dix, fomewhat 
more, then cuffome, as fhould feeme by 
him in his de Valetudine conferyvanda, 
where hee quotes them more then once, 
Now as inthefe words, both Hebrew and 
Greeke, right is taken for cuflome, fo in 
the Latin, is cuftome taken for right, or - 
Law. Witnelle, not onely the word con- 


fuetudos in latter ages » whereof wee fhall 


have occafion to {peake more afterwards: 
but alfo mos, of old. So Virgil. Aenid. vi: 
paci(4, imponere morem, 1, Legem 
paciss faith Servius. Asalfoin the Civill 
Law, jusand moss are often joynedtoges 
ther to exprefle right ; though fometimes 
oppofed, [ know. Neither are thefe two 
Latin words, mos and confuetudo, ufedin 
Latin for right and Law onely , but alfo 
for nature her felfe . cuftome, as it feemes, 
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pretending as much to nature, asit doth 
to right. So mos by the beft Latin Au- 
‘thors , often, and fo confuetudo , by fa- 
cred authors, fometimes. As for exam- 
ple, Gen. 31.35. taw3 a7, which by the 
Chaldey paraphrafe, by the Lxx. and the 
Vulgarsisrendred, confuetudo . the cuftome 
of women. Which word con uetudo, made 
Auguftine the Monke (a very patdonable 
miitakein a Monke :) to thinke worle 
of women, then they had deferved, im- 
puting that uito'them)as‘a fault, or vo 
Juntary vice, which is their nature. At 
leaft hee was fo underf{tood by Saint Gre- 
gorie ; who therefore both by many rea- 
fons, and divers examples, prooves unto 


him at large, that chat confuetudo mulie- 
rum, though called confuetudo, is in very 
truth, 2afirmitds nature. or nature {uper- 
Auitass rather , and therefore not culpa » 
quia naturaliter accidit. no voluntarie 
thing in women, but hapning by necef- 
fitie of nature, and by confequent, no 
finne ; no morethen either to eate, and 
drinke; orto bee weary, cold; and the 


like. 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
like. Greg. Epift. lib. xii. Ind. vii. Epiff. 
31.ad Auguft. rep. vo. 

By thefe things that have hitherto been 
{poken, itf{hould appeare, that cwStome of 
it felfe hath no {mall affinitie with 
Truth and right: andit is but tooappa- 
rant , thatthey are , by moft men, taken 
for one and the fame thing, as hath al- 
ready beene faid. 

But on the other fide, wee fhall find in 
ancient, both Philofophers and Fathers, 
as Iuftin. Mart. Cyprian, Greg. Nyff. and 
others, many ferious caveats and admo- 
nitions to them that feeke the trath,to be- 
ware of custome : and to this purpofe Ter- 
tullian would haue us to remember, that 
Corift called himf{elfe veritatems non con{w- 
etudinem : truths not cuftome,be it never fo 
generall, or fo ancient. 

Having therefore oftentimes (not by 
way of curiofitie, butas one that thinkes 
himfelfe bound, to propofe unto him- 
felfe right and reafon, to the utmoft of his 
power, in all his a€tions : ) had occafion 
to meditate upon thofe things, viz. of the 
power, 
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power , varietie , validitie, of cuStome in 


things either naturall, civill, (for all thofe 
have fome relation, and mutuall depen- 
dance ; neither can throughly bee under- 
{tood ,iffeparateds) or Divine : and what 
in all thofe is, 1 isceca ( as an ancient Phi- 
lofopher {peaketh :) ws ¢An%ias,the [pecu- 
lation of Truth , I have here put moft of 
thofe things , that did offer themf{elves to 
my confideration, together: per{wading 
my felfe, that if men fpent leffe time a- 
bout particular Queftions ; as concerning 
the right or truth of fundry particulars, in 
point of either Religion or Philofophy, 
and more time inthe due and rationall 
confideration of thofe generall either 
helpes, or hinderances, that offer them- 
felves unto men in the fearch of what is 
Truth and right , that there would be, 
both farre lefle contention, and far more 
truth inthe World.then is at this day. For 
my part, I fhall bee carefull not to vent a- 


ny new conceits, or opinions of mine 


owneuntothe World. Itis too full alrea- 
die of {uch phantafticks , who both in 
D their 
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their lives and in their opinions, affect 
nothing more then fingularitie. Onely 
what I have met with in beft authors 
concerning this fubjeét, the confiderati- 
on whereof I thought might bee ufefull 
unto others, I fhall here fec downe, and 
this, rather by way of propofition, then. 
peremptorie determination. 


aaa ee Eannineneeamieieemenmnenetammemeee ee = cactdcennena 


Th beginne with the power of Cu- 


flome inthings naturall, I will firft 

{peake of fome parts and faculties, 
which have beene formerly, and may yet 
through ufe and cuftome be attained unto, 
though not contrary to nature, yet fo rare 
and extraordinary, as in the judgement 
of common fenfe, and for want of expe- 
rience, they might feeme altogether un- 
polsible. By Cuffome , wee underftand 
practice and exercife, as ufually. others 
doe uponthis occafion. So (to inftance 
in.one), “P/wtarch, where hee difputes of 


the. 
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the power of cuffome in point of educatj- 
on, é 9a oe faith hee , ware = LOXMOW , by 
cuftome I weane ufe and exercife; and af- 
terwards hee cals it zvor, br ddu, cove 
Myertew ; all which words are by him there 
ufed as [ynonima's, or words of the fame 
fignification. Now to {peake of the 
power of cuffome inthis kind, and to fet 
out the marveilous efficacie of it, [know 
not whom wee fhould more properly be- 
ginne with, then with thofe, whomthe 
Grecians properly called, Tots Joupg To TDI s, 
Ot wonder-workers,; men, whofe profef- 
fion it was to amaze -the people with 
- ftrange fights and wonders, ({0 called ordi- 
narily by Greeke Authors, properly and 
abfolutely Sxunsm, wonders :) proceeding 
for the moft pare from extraordinary 
either ftrength, or agilitie, or both. I 
fhall mention them the rather, becaufe 
itisa{peculation that divers Philofphers 
and Fathers, (but efpecially Saint Chry- 
foftome:) in their morall exhortations 
often fall upon, and make very good ufe 
of.it. Hero an ancient Greeke Author 


D2 hath | 
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hath written a whole booke of that fub- 
ject, but I have not yet feene it. And be- 
caufethe word Sxuusronids, is fomewhat 
generall, and may comprehend them that 
bring ftrange things to pafle, by the helpe 
either of naturall,or {uperftitious Ma- 
gicke, as well as others , I will therefore 
here fet downe the definition of fuch as 
wee underftand here properly by the 
word; as I find it in Nicephorus Grego- 
ras; by which they may bee difcerned 
from all others, that have any plea tothat 
common name, He therefore in his eight 
Booke of his Roman Hiftory,treating at 
large wer TW Cadyencdorwy Hh Kargurttvs~ 
mad Suuustonuay, of {ome wonder-workers 
that came to Conftantinople, gives the de- 
finition of them, and of their art: 7 ne 
Gi TAY ua ize aot, Teen TOM Pt nod xoy 
Foun x g.T05 TAN 5 g ie DSayuoviens tv0s casey) cupetaes 
METI CL, Dw ‘cami se Qoorws Sokias éyfu- 
myarions cr rwrsivos C4s epyav maisray boxnow. 
Thofethings (faith he :) that were done by 
them, were prodigious indeed, and full of won- 
der ; yet farre from Diabolicall inchant- 
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ments , but meere exercifes of a dextruous 
nature, lon: pratifed and accuftomed unto 
thofe things. 

Firft then to begin with agélitie, Saint 
Chryfoftome in his nineteenth Homilie ad 
populum Antiochenums hath thefe parti- 
cular inftances, reéyou dito S owusx a7dhy 
HLTA %, GpedecSey brary eduoys, and bri0v~ 
peal, %, Inia? TA Esk 701s HL) AOIS renal TY ote 
yes, torun upon the ground, all parts of 
the body turning circularly, like awheele : to 
draw ones felfe up and downe by the motion 
and agitation of the armes onely , as if it 
were with wings 2 usrcaupas cyarrag Cis mv 
Lees axovniCdy, %, Waaes So? AaSns SeeaTey : 
to cafe up divers {words one after another 
into the aire, ana to receive every one by the 
handle: Sit syoivs ceverarns BadiCdy, % xara 
aeyeo: exprefled by him againe in ano- 
ther place, J geiw rps PadiCdy xa- 
Saay br icomed¥, % dua @esramwe T= 
Sveol, %, Sade xxSuap em naling xx- 
pouv: Which , in plaine Englifb; is no 
more, asI conceive, then what we com- 
. monly fay, to dance upon the rope; or, ire 
Drs PEE 
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per extentum ‘funem,as Horace cals it : 
though it feemes after a move difficult 
and miraculous way, by farre, then is 
ufedinthefe dayes. Or elfe I muft fay 
that Saint Chryfoftome had feene thofe 
fights oftner, thenI have done. Ep Zigéer 
opaupiCq, mentioned alfo by Saint Chry- 
foftome, | know not certainely whether 
I fhould render, to play with fwords , 
as with tennw balls ; to the fame pur- 
pofe as that former paflage of his, uxy4- 
exs caamaz, &c. or rather, to play with 
tennu bals being befet round about with na- 
ked fwords: to which purpofe I find in 
Athenaus, and in Xenophon, Els Eign wli- 
sur, to tumble and turne over and over a- 
mong naked (words ; being {poken by them 
of men of this profefsion. Inter gladios 
atg, infefias frameds [altu fe jaceres to leap 
among {words » and fharpe {peares or jave- 
lines, whichis mentioned by Tacitus, is 
much alfo to the fame purpole, though 
hee {peake it of the Germans in generall. 
Burt I take notice of it the rather , becaufe 
hee notes it there exprefly, that Exerei- 
tatio 
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tatio paray* artem , that is, that they at- 
tained unto this facultie by meere ufe and 
continuall exercife. 

In point of frength, firft actives I find 
in Saint Chryfoffome » ovr bri vy (eres 
Basaldy xxdaaP Sidpov eiCadov bra ans syns, 
oe oy) reydia pines eT aKps TY Evry mTmAgidy 
Swnrols eroaobua yy orashee hath it in 
another place , «vm em 1 CITT rate gh, 
Cira binkvta Wo meySiov, pwuera roidy xeY 
repre Guy Kat{: tobold out a long pole at 
length with the forhead firme and ftedfaft, 
(which neverthelefle by Martial, Epigr. 
libs v.12. but ina nother refpedt to wit, 
to exprelfe the length of it, is called; 
nutantia pondera:) and upon it , ed at the 
very end of its to beare a child, and fome- 
times two together playing one with anothers 
to make {port to the beholders. . 

As as Sfrength paflive-, © ams xedaarns 
mrs oceis SNgreipdv, to indure the piercing 
shorow of: ones head with fharpe nayles , is 
one of Saint Chryfoftomes inftances in one 
of his Homilies upon Saint Pauls firft E- 
piftle to the Cor. cap. ix.h. 21, concer- 


ning 
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ning the faid Soyer , be ordinary 
wonderworkers of his time. Hee doth in- 
fiftupon this particular at large, calling 
their heads , xeparas xxbrrwpddas, mayled 
beads, or heads ftickt all over with wayles. 
And leaft any fhould either miftruft the 
truth of the relation, (though to pre- 
vent this I have purpofely made choice of 
{uch a one as Saint Chryfoftome for my 
warrant :) or atleaft fulpe& (as I fee di- 
vers doe without caufein other matters 
like unto thefe, becaufe not acquainted 
with the power of cu/fome in things of 
this nature: ) fome impofture in the 
actors, I will confirme this laft inftance of 
nayled beads, with two pregnant teftimo- 
nies of approoved and unqueftionable 
experience of latter times : the one taken 
from Augerius “Busbequiw, and the other 
from Johannes Leunclavius; men of good 
worth, both; and as good credit, among 

the learned Cim jam effet in confpetty 
Buda (faith “Busbequiw in his fourth E- 
piftle:) veniunt nobis obviam juffu Baffe 
ex ejus familia aliquot, cum pleri{, Chi- 
Aust ; 
















































A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome: 
aftr; fed in primis vifenda juvenum ine- 
quis multitudo propter novitatem ornaius , 
qui erat bujufmodi. In aperto capite , quod 
ets plerumg, rafum efts cutem longa lined 
inciderant, cui vulneri plures pinnas cu= 
jul 9, generis inferuerant: ipf ftillantes cru- 
ents guttus, difsimulato dolore veluti [enfus 
expertes, lati (7 hilares ferebantur. Ante 
me proxime pedites aliquot ambulabant . bo- 
rum unus yeluti anfatus [ubnixis brachitsin- 
grediebatur, quorum utrumg, fupra eubitum 
eultello(quod genus nos Pragenfes vocamus:) 
transfixum habebat. Alius a [uperiore par- 
te umbiculo tenus, nudus incedebav , fic feiffa 
duobus locts infra{uprag, lumborum cute, ut 
allac trajectam clavam, tanquam ¢ cingulo 
pendentem baberet. Aliw in vertice capitis, 
equifoleam pluribus clavis fixerat. Sed id 
Vetus eraty claves ita cumcarne coalitir, ut 
nibil moverentur. aay 

The paflage out of Leunclavius is this : 
Hos fequebantur tres lymphatici robufti ho- 
mines, caligts tantum induti, cetera nudi . 
nifi quod capitis vertex parvo pileolo rubro, 
© humeri nudifuperinjecta, deg, collo pen- 
: E dente 
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dente pelle tigridas, exornabantur. Hiad 
concentum Zinganorum tripudiabant , te- 
nentes finguli vexillum Turcicum rubri colo- 










vis, cujus baftile intra cutem & abdomen 
yentrits emanante multofanguine, deixum 
erat. Hos duo pueri fequebantur, qui uti 
frontis perforate pennas grut infertas fere- 
bant. Secundim pueros incedebant quatuor 
yirorum paria , pervulneratis lateribus. 
‘Primi duoclavas ferreas , quas pudicanos 
dicunt : proximi duo nudos acinacess per cu- 
temtransfixos, geftabant. Rurfus alti duo 
fequebantur, quorum unus fecurim milita- 
rem Vugaricam ( {chacanamvocant) alter 
oblongum Genixari [clopetum aperti late- 
ribus intransfixo corpore portabat. Vitimo 
loco viri due robufti [peltaculum hoc clauae- 
bant, qui temporarethts lati, 7 oblongys 
enfibuss quos Vngari palaftos vocant 5 trans 
fixerant. Horum capulos manibustenebant: 
In enfium cufpide pomum erat adfixum, & 
pomo, penna gruts inferta. 

I fhall forbeare more particular inftan- 
ces concerning the many wonders recor- 
ded by the ancients, of thofe wowder-wor- 

kers : 
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kers: And therather indeed, becaufe di- 
vers examples in this kind may be excep- 
ted againft, as examples rather of ftrange 
natures, or naturall properties , then in- 
ftances of the power of custome. For 
though the art, generally, bee adfcribed 
by the ancients to me, or ye (which 
gave oceafion to Arrianthe Stoick Phi- 
lofopher to mention fome of them by 
the way in his chapter arms poems : ) 
thatis, to ufe and practice. yet in fome of 
them (fer ought wee know :) it might 
bee nature; or at leaft, nature concur- 
ring. So of prodigious eaters, for exam- 
ple, Suetonius tels us of one, much admi- 
red by Nero the Roman Empcrour, who 
by'cu/tome had brought himielfe, erudam 
carnem, UF .quicquid daretur manducare ; 
to eate any kind of thing: And doubt- 
leffeit ftands with reafon that cuffomés.may 
doe much in this kind, as generally in 
point of eating and drinking: whereof 
learned Phyficians treat at large. Yet 
that a man fhould (uso die aprum inte- 
grums centum panes, vervecem Uf porcel- 
Bitsca@ee | etc2 lo 2 swiy 
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titie, as Karew in his Survey of Cornwall: 
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lum: in one day (if not at one meale : ) eate 
a whole boare a hundred loaves, one wea- 
sher, and a hogee, as wee read of one in 
Aurelian tes Taare nov.ad{eribe this 
unto cuftome onely : no more then, to de- 
voure nettles, thiftlessthe pith of artichockes, 

yaw and living birds and fifbes with their 
fcales andfeathers, burning coales and can- 
dles; 7c. and all hefe in very great quan- 
recordeth of one Iobn Size of Cornwall. 
That which makes mee to doubt the 
more; is, becaufe I read in Columbus; a fas 
mous Anatomift, of one Lazarus in Ve- 
nice» {urnamed Vitrivorax, or the glaffe 
eaters who made atrade of it, mercede ? pro- 
pofita, vitrums [axa, lapides 5 ligna, viva 
animalia, carbones, pifces ¢.vivario ex- 
trattos adbuc falientes , lutum 5 lineos la- 
eof G, pannos, Wc, vorare.. Nowthis mani. 
falling at laft, after his death, to the hands 
of Columbus to bee: diflected by him, hee 
did his beft (as hee profeffeth :) by obfer- 
ving all things in him with more then 
erdinarie curiofitie , to find out areafon 
in nature of this fo ftrange and unnaturall 
qualitie. 
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qualitie. And his conceit is, that hee did 


find it, wherein | will not interpofe my 


judgement, but leave the further exami- 
nation thereof, to profeft Anatomifts and’ 
Phyficians. But generally, of fuch parti- 
cular examples, fo extraordinary and be- 
yond all example prodigious, I hold it 
(as I have already {aid ) molt fafe, to 
take in nature and cuffome, as concurring. 


As exprefly, for example, wee reade in 


Syidas of one Marcellus, who being by na- 
ture very watchfull, by long  ufe and ca- 
. fome had brought himfelfe to that pafle, 
as tolive without fleepe, or at leaft, with 
fo little ; as could hardly bee obferved by 
any others. For the better fatisfaction 
therefore ofthe Reader; that hee may cer- 
tainely. know what cuffome alone in this 


kind, can doe, in point of either agilitie: 


or ftrength, a fure way will bee to confi- 


der fome particular performances in ei- 


ther kind, that: have beene more com- 
mon and generall, as either to whole Na- 
tions, or to certaine profelsions, together 
and at onetime. and not proper to fome 
feyy perfons, at {ome times, only. 
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In point of agilitie, Cefar in his Com- 
mentaries teftifieth of the old “Britans, 
that a/u quotidiano W exercitationes they 
had attained tothat perfection of horfe- 
manfhips wt in declivi ac pracipiti loco inci- 
tatos equos fuftinere, (2 brevi moderari ac 
flectere, <P pertemonem percurreres in 
jigoinfiftere, WS inde fe in currus citifime 
recipere confueverint. This ismuch, and 
more perchance then fome will eafily be- 
leeve, that have feene no fuch examples 
of adtivitie in thefedayes. Yet more then 
that in the fame kind of exercife, is aver- 
red to bee true of fome people to this day, 
by Authors of good credit and authority. 
So elegant Maffeus of certaine people Oc- 
cidentalis Aethiopie, which hee cals Ia- 
laphos . Hift. Indica, lib.1. Exbibitique 
(faith hee:) per eos dies publicé ludis con- 
Vivids venationes, & fpectacula equeftria ; 
In quibus Ialophi defultoria arte & peri- 
tid ita {e admirabiles prebuere, ut Numidiy 
ipfis ( quorum in celeritate motug, corports 
precipua lauseft : ) agilitatts palmam omni- 
um judicioconfenfug, eripuerint. Si quidem 
tanta 
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tanta erant membrorum vel dexteritate vel 
robore, ut equi incitatifimi ephippiis nulla 
omnino cur[us intermifCione tum recti inf {te- 
rent, corpufg, circumagerent : tum repente 
infiderent, di{pofto[ 4, bumi lapillos ad unum 
inde colligerent ; tumetiam momento defili- 
rents refilirentd,. 

But if any fhall defire to underftand 
theutmoftthat long ufeand exercife can 
attaine unto in this kind of Agilitie, let 
them read what Martinw a Boumgarten, 
(no ob{cure man and of good credit eve- 
ry way; ) relates atlargein his perigrina- 
tions, of the fundry acts and exercifes of 
Chivalrie, performed by the Mamaluques 
before their Soldan. Certainely had they 
had wings, I doe not know what they 
could have done more in that kind, ei- 
ther upon, or about horfes. But becaufe 
the booke is not very common to bee 
had, nor perchance very commonly 
knowne, I fhall not doeamiffe Ithink to. 
infert here fome part of that his relation, 
His words are: 

Alii: 
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Aliiinpleno curfu equi , ter defilientes: 
itemd, (equo acurfu[wo non ceffante :) con- 
{cendentes, nibilo minus omnes illos {copos{a- 
gittis tangebant, nec vel aliquatenus aber- 
yabant: Alli fellis non fedentes, fed ftantes, 
licet equi volar entsfingulos [copos feriebant. 
Alii inter plenum & jugem equorumcur- 
fum ter arcus remittentes, ter eos loco flagelli 
capiti circumdantes, ac rurfwm ter inten- 
dentes, aque tamen ut OP ca‘ert fingulos {co- 
posjaculis verberabant. Aliiin jugi equo- 
rum curfu, licet ad utramg, partem defilif- 
fent,nontamenobmittebant, quin@ omnes 
fcopos ut & reliqui, fingillatim percuterent. 
Alii ter per equorum terga retro defilien- 
tes, ac rur[um currente femper equo,inglien- 


tes, a fagittandi munere ad fingulos {copos 


nonceffabant. Alii fells more folito colliga- 
tis fedentes , eas interim equo currente, ter 
folvebant, ac poft folutionems: agittantes , ter 
rur[um eas dor{o equicoligabant, terg, jacu- 


lis{copos baud gravatim contingebant. Alii 


in [ellis more conf{ucto infidentes, extra fellam 
retrd fe concité locabants ac capite deorfuns 


miffos 
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miffo, rurfus ereki, (elas infidebant, hocé, 
ver fatto, toties etiamfcopos jaculis appete- 
bant. Alii infellajufte fedentes, caput in e- 
qut ponebant tergum, ac apprebenfd equi 
cauda, dentibus eam ingerebant, atg, illico fe 
erigentess {copos nequaquam jacults prete- 
ribant. Alii poft ingulos jattus [agittarums 
eufem evacinatum circum caput minitabun- 
di rotabant : quo mox vagina recondito , 
nullumfcopum a jaculis effe finebant immu- 
nem. Alii tnter nudos & acutif—imos enfes a 
dextraternos, levatérnos, in tenui(imo a- 
mittyu ita fedebants ut enfes ili (fi quo mi- 
nibs immoderaté [e moviffent :) corpora eo- 
rum crudeliter confizerent: tamen ante? 
retro admirabili pernicitate (9 arte ita fe 
vibrabant, ut prafe, & poft tergum ( quaf 
difcrimint obliti:) nulli [copo parcerent. 
Inter bos talia agentes tyrones, unus folus re- 

pertus eft, qui [uper duos pernicifima velo- 
citate equos currentess folutés fBaret pedibus, 
ac ternas uno impetu,ante 7 retro fimulfun= 
deretfagittas. Iterum erat aliw qui itidem 

folus ex omnibus equo non fellato nec frenato 
fedens, ad fingulos {copos fe in pedes erigens 
F ftabat, 
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flabat, perculfog, [copo dextralevag, iterum 


fedebat: donec ad fecundos & tertios fcopos 


yeniens, iterum fe in pedes erigerets ac {agit- 
tandi munus egrecie UF mire expleret. Item 
ao alius infuper repertus eff, quifolusex re- 
liquis equo infelato (7 nudofedens, ubdtad 
fcoposveniffet, intergo equi fupinus jacenss 
mrumg, pedem in fublime porrigebat, fic- 
que concite erettus [agittandi officium tmpi- 
grécomplebat: Againe, Et opere pretium 
erat videre tyrones illos , corpore proceros, 
veftitu armilG, decoros, gefiu ipfo admirabi- 
les, ea in rapido equorum cur[uagere qué 
etiam interra ftantibus (9 factu difficillima, 
UF vifu flupenda, denig, W enarratu incre- 
dibilia pene viderentur, (7c. 

And that the unexpert may the better 
bee fatisfied, that thefe things are not al- 
together impoffible to men, who by their. 
profefsion make it their conftant Rudie 


and practice 3. I will adde by the way 


what fome ordinary men of our owne 
Countrey with a little practice, have per- 
formed in our dayes. In the yeare of our 
Lord 1611, in the month of Auguf, the 
. rag ities 
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Bifhop of Ely ( Ithinke Imay call him | 


the Bifbop of Ely, xx! 3204, and doe none 
of his worthy predeceffors any wrong , 
but, the Bifhop of Ely that then was :) 
going to Wifby in Cambridg-fbire, and ac- 
companied with many horfes , there met 
him upon the wayes a plaine Ruftick, 
ftanding upright upon his horfes bare 
backe ; and in that pofture did hee gallop 
fo faft, that none of the company could 
outgoe him, or fo much as keepe pafe 
with him. One that was then prefent 
made a Memorandum of it in thefe words : 
Die primo itineris occurrit nobis rufticus , 
qui equi {ui nudo dorfo infiftens vehebatur 
tanta confidentia, ut admitteret ad cur[um, 
neque aliquus noftrum poffet con[equi eum ita 
currentem. 

In point of ftrength, firft active, the 
Turki/h archer fhallbee my inftance; “A 
ftrong Turkifh bow ( fuch you muft 
underftand as they generally ufedin for- 
mer times before they had fo much dege- 
nerated from their ancient difcipline: ) 

F 2 the 
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the ftring whereof a luftie trong man. 
(qui non affueverits (aith “Bufbequius in his 
Epistles: ) that hath nov beene ufed.unto 
them: fhall not beeable to ftirre with all 
his might fo farre 5 as to loozena piece of 
money thruft at one of the extremities 
betweene the ftring and the fteele. a well 
practized archer of that Countrey and 
difcipline, will make nothing to draw 
to his eare. And fuch is the ftrength of 
one of thofe bowes, ({aith learned Barclay, 
in his Icon animarum, and profeffeth to 
have feene it done,) that with a little ar- 
row it will pierce through chalybemtres 
digitos alum (I durft not Englifh it, but 
that I know the Author to beea man fa- 
mous, and of good credit, in things of 
this nature at leaft :) 4 ffeele three fingers 
thicke ; and even dart an.arrow that fhall] 
want ahead with fuch force into a reafo- 
nable biggetree, that the end ofit fhall be 


feene on the other fide. I bind no man 


to beleeve it, that hath not feene it + yet I 


know the Authors credit will goe very 
| | farre 
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farre with them that have knowne him. 
and that hee is not the onely that hath re- 
ported it. | 
As for firength paffive, 1 will content 
my felfe with that common example of 
the Lacedemonian boyes, and youths ; the 
more common and the better attefted, the 
more uncontrollable and the fitter for 
our purpole. Oneoftheir folemne yeare- 
ly exercifes, that their lawes did oblige 
them unto, was their Syectywor, as they 
called it; thatis , a publike whipping of 
all their youths ata certaine place, to wit, 
ad aram Diane Orthie. Their youth (faith 
“Plutarch : ) being whipped and [eourged all 
day long at the altar of Diana Orthia, (Mereh 
SavaTy TOMaLLS cen apteg gd. TW iAgeol cay rad eol, 
are wont to indure it, even unto death, often- 
times, with joy and exultation, eagerly (tri- 
bing one with another, who fhall hold out 
longeft and fuffer moff. Tullies relation 
goes yet beyond this. For having faid, as 
Plutarch, ad necem ufg,, even unto death. 
he addes, quorum non modo nemo conclama- 
wit wnquam , fed ne ingemuit quidem. that 
BH 3 nOne: 
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none of them (during the time of this blou- 
dy exercife :) was ever knownes either to cry, 


or (o much as to groane. And boththele, in 


other places, profefleto have beene eye- 
witnefles of their patience, Gv Tene, 622" 
Ty Beoseod ms Opuitelas Eee RK SLIMOU Sor Stes oxgv- 
Gerais rarmyeys, faith Plutarch ; Wee have 
feene our felves many of them dye at the very 
Altars with extreamitie of [courging. Ado- 
lefcentium gveges Lacedamone viaimus ipfis 
(faith Tulie, ) incredibili contentione cer- 
tantes pugnts, calcibws, unguibus, mor[ ts de- 
nique ut exanimarenturs priufquam fe Vi- 
étos faterentur. Butto fpeake truth, there 
is nothing more obvious in all Greeke 
and Latin Authors that are ancient: and 


therefore thefe two may well futhce. But 


this is not all that is to bee wondred at in 
this matter, but this alfo, that whileft 
thefe boyes were fo ufed, their parents 
and deareft friends would looke upon 
them with joy and pleafure, yea exhort 
them themfelves unto patience: adftan- 
pibus parentibus & propinqus, faith Tertul- 
lian,<g uti perfeverent adbortantibu. The 

word 
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word that is uled by “Plutarch in his Ly- 
curgus, {peaking of thefe things, danas, 
prattife and exercife, puts mee in mind of 
the-ancient Chriftian Afceticks, of whom. 
no leffe in point of patience, if not more 
by farre, might bee related , but that I 
would not be long. 

Inall thefe feverall generall inftances,. 
itis out of all queftion, and all Authors. 
that write of them are of that opinion, 
that Cuffome and long prattife, is to bee 
looked upon, as the onely caule. The 
ule (which I mentioned before, and 
therefore will briefly fet downe heere , 
thought be not the thing that aime at e- 
{pecially: \chat divers antient Fathers,Phi- 


lofophers & others make of thefe andthe 
like inftances, is this: That thofe great. 


infuperable difficulties, that men ufually 
pretend to meete with in the way that 


leades unto Vertue and godlinelle ; are. 


rather vaine pretences and faduaia (as 
Saint Chryfoftome in athoufand places :) 


that is, meere want of courage and refolution, 


then difficulties really hard and infupe- 


rable: 
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rable: Aun oe Droste Thoy Ccedevos TH ven- 
onuav (as Polybins ina place , very ele- 
gantly and fully :) Ale Gs mespasvopdias 
Se epptias, esoetxléoy +) t Ey, i aawree re HOLA 
Es Sia gllos' role aw Sepros, And therefore that 
men muft not feart backe from the profecuti- 
on of any thing that ts good and proftable by 
reafon of thofe feeming difficulties, but be- 
bake themfelves to the power of ufe and cu- 
ffome, by which all that Lood ts and laudible, 
made pofsible unto man. | 8: 
Now in all thefe it is apparant , that 


uftomeis rather fupra naturam, then con- 


tra naturam directly. We fhall therefore 
in the next place confider the power ofic, 
even in thofe things, wherein it is dire@ly 
oppofit unto Nature. The difcufsion of 
thefe things at large, [leave unto profett 
Naturalifts and Phyficians. Some few 
inftances will ferve my turne, and will 
fufficiently afford unto them , that are 
both capable and curious, (I take it in 
the better fenfe :) matter of further {pe- 
culation. 
Tau S mrv cH ddoy mrdutoy? all exceffe 
us 
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tr againfE nature. So Phylofophers and 
Phyficians. Yet what excefle fo unnatu- 
rall | that a man, by cuffome, may not 
bring himfelfe unto? Yea,ifa man have 
once ufed himfelfe unto excefle, itis dan- 
gerous for him to returne unto nature and 
mediocritie, becaufe hee hath ufed him- 
felfe unto excefle. For even things natu- 
rally and of themfelves hurtfull, through 
ufe and cuftome become expedient and ne- 
ceflarie. Therefore faith Hippocrates, Ta 
Ch TOMO VOUS CUNT, KAI relpeo, TY core 
Sey hosoy cpoyady Cio, Thofe ethings that we 
are ufed unto, though worle of themfelvessufe 
to bee leffe dangerous then better things that 
we are not ufed unto. And Ariftotle doth 
inftance in Dionyfias the Tyrant, who in 
a dangerous fiege having forborne fora 
while his ryot, fell into a confumption, 
of which he could not be cured, untill he 
returned unto his former cuffome. | 
What more contrary to Nature then 
poyfon , which therefore among other 
names is called divametir, xx? SZonlw, as 
the greateft enemie of Nature? Yet by 
G cuftome 
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cuftome in divers ages both men and wo- 
men have beene knowne to bring them- 
felves to this paffe, asnot onely to take 
moft dangerous poyfons without hurt, 
but alfo to feed upon them and to receive 
nourifhment from-them. Wee read of 
fome that have lived upon nothing elfe. 
Whereof you may read in Gallen de 
Simpl. Med, 1ib.3.18. Sennert. lib: iv.c.3. 
And /ib. iti. de Febrib, And although in. 
fome of thefe there might fometimes 
concurre fome fecret of Nature in the- 
proper conftitution (whereof fee Liba- 
vim de Venems, and Gallen3. de Sim.Med. 
who fhewes a reafonin Anatomie , why 
that poyfon which killeth men, isa food 
unto the Stares :) or otherwife; yet ge 
nerally (which fufficeth us :) that this is 
ad{cribed unto euffome as the caufe, I 
appeale unto the forenamed. Authors ; 
and divers others that have treated of | 
it. 

What’ more natural! unto man; then - 
to liveuponthe Earth, the naturall mo: 
ther (both in regard. of their beginning 


and: 
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and of their ending :) of all men > Yet we 
reade of fome, who by cu/fome of often 
{wimming and converting in the waters, 
have made the waters fo naturall unto 
their bodies, that they could hardly en- 
dure the land, and not without prefent 
danger of their health. Iovianus Ponta- 
nus, writes of one (olow of his times (as 
[conceive : ) anotable Vrinator or diver, 
who could not indeed continue long to- 
gether out of the fea, and would fwimme 
4 hundred miles. together and above , 
from one {hore toanother, and from one 
Countrey to another , with great {j peed, 
and at all times of the yeare. But this I 

mutt confefle take upon truft. for] have: 

not read it inthe Author himfelfe.. but 
in our learned Iobn Barnes a Benedi@ine, 
in his contra Aequivoc. 35, 323. Neither 
doe I know. whether hee had brought 
himfelfe to this by cuffome onely or no. 

But if this ftorie bee not to my purpofe, 

this, other is Lam:fure, which I fhall now 

produceout of a certaine Commentator 
upon. Ariftotle his Axiomata: who upon 

G2 that 
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that faying of Ariffotles Confuetudo eff al- 
tera natura: hath thefe words: Alibi 
quanta fit vis confuetudines explicatiori fer- 
mone proditum eft: Illts tamen hoc velimada- 
ditum, quod pra (ua novitate & infrequentt 
fimilts rei eventu pene incredibile erit 5 bo- 
minem quendam patria Syculums a puero ita 
natandi confuetudine ufitatum, ut deinceps 
pifeium more [ub aquis longotempore ver- 
faretur , quibus cum exirets ut communt bo- 
minun ufu fruerctur, tanto Yentriculi do- 
lore angebatur 5 ut valetudinis nanci{cende 
caufa, ad aquas effet redeundum. Quibus 
rur(um immer[us ludi  recreationu gra- 
tias fi quando naves mari volarent, in eas fa- 
liebat, atg, pofe-fumptum cibum, iterum de- 
{cendebat, ubi ad multam uf, atatem vitam 
protraxit. Whether hee meanes it of the. 
fameas Pontanus doth, becaufe [have not’ 
Pontanws. at this time; | cannottell. To 
fome fuch kind of men it is not unlikely, 
that Saint Chryfoftome did allude in one of 
his Homilies (the fixteenth as I remem- 
ber:) upon the Epiftle tothe Hebrewess 
where hee tels rich men of their unmerct- 


fulneffe. 
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fulnefle and want of compafsion, whofe 
curiofitie to fatisfie with ftrange fpecta- 
cles, among other inventions poore men 
were driven S Badu TY merges Aephaal, 
to fearch and ranfacke the deepeft parts of 
the Ocean. that fome way or other they 
might extort fomewhat from them. But 
Seneca direétly , {peaking of the ftrange 
inventids of the Sevuxm70101,0r wonder-wor- 
kers of his dayes, reckons among the reft, 
inimmenfam altitudinem mergi , ac fine ulla 
refpirandi vice perpeti maria; and againe 
not long after, penetrare inimum marc, 
which may give much light to that paf- 
fage of Saint Chryfoftomes. And among 
the fundry kinds of exercifes Artis Gym- 
naftice, I find that one was; continere fpi- 
ritum , to hold and keepe in their breaths: 
it being one of thofe things (it feemes :) 
which ufeand cuffome can doe much in, 
as wellas in other things. 

But it would bee infinite to treat of the 
power of cuftome from all particular ex- 
amples and inftances that occurre in di- 
yers writers , Hiftorians , Philofophers, 

G: 3 and: 
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and others, both old and late. The truth 
offome ofthem perchance may bee que- 
ftioned. I deny it aot: though I read not 
{carce any thing inany ofthem fo ftrange 
in this kind, but might be averred and 
paralell’d, if not as certainely true, at 
leaftas pofsible, by manifett experience, 
either in the fame kind or very like, even 
in our dayes. | 

Yet itis not granted by all men, that 
cuftome is of fuch power and efficacie in 
things naturall. Ari/Zotle feemesin fome 
place to bee one of them, that will not 
Srant it, To €e CONN) eh CH Kp serey » faith 
hee ina place, 44 quai cxetul caps’). One 
cuffome may be remooved andtaken away by. 
Some other cuftome, but nothing can ever pre- 
baile againf? Nature. And againe in. his 
Ethicks 070°. i. cr. ak peremprtorily. . 
Onvdey ah duct byte LANs ence), Nothing 
that ts naturall can bee altered by cuftome. 
Others, though they {peake not fo pe- 
remptorily. of It, yet they reftraine the 
power ofitvery much, So Alex, Meffa- 
via, afamous Phyfician, in his Treatife 


of 
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of the plague, Confuetudinem (faith he) 
plurimum poffe negandum non eff ; [ed ita 
amen, ut ne limites nature tran{cendat,@c. 
And Sennertw, (an exa& judicious wti- 


ter, as moft of that profeffion, ) more. 
punctually yet, Prag, Medicine lib. iii, 


part 1. feck. ii-c.2. de longa abftin. Con- 


{uetudints (faith hee:) maximam vim effe: 


certum eft, non tamen in omnibus locum ha- 


bet: fedcerta {altem opera {i unt,in que jus 


habet confuetudo. Etenim in Senfus atio- 


nes nullam poteftatem habet, neg, quis pote ft 
alfuefcere , ut non olfaciat , fentiat, vel non: 


vefpiret, We. 


Tothis many things might bee oppo-- 


fed, from cértaine experience. In this ve- 


ry point de longa abftin. that Sennertui 


{peakes of, Ancient Hiftories afford ex- 


amples to the contrary. Weeread of one - 


Iul. Viator, who to fave his life having 
by little and little-ufed him{elf to ab. 


{ftaine from drinking as; being farre gone 


in adropfie, naturam ( faith Plinie :) fecit 
confuectudine, did at lahturne cuffome into 


nature, Sin fenectam potu abftinutt, and 


fo 
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fo lived to bean old man without drinke. 

And Plinie faith , fcimws, as of a thing 

commonly knowne and not doubted of 
by any. And Seneca as peremptorilysthat 
afidua meditatione ( that is, by cuftome ) 

quidam omni humore interdixere corporé- 
bus. And Lipfius there averreth, that even 
in our age,there have beene examples of 
{uch abfolute forbearance, from all man- 
ner of drinke. ‘Then for thefenfes ; what 
fhall wee fay to Appianus, who tels us of 
one Geta, a Citizen of Rome, whoin the 
time of the Civill warres, being one of 
them that was marked and fought after 
to death, to the end that hee might the 
better difguife himfelfe, among other 


things counterfeited himfelfe to be blind 


of oneeye, and wore [know not what 
over his concealed eye fome. yeares. And 
then his danger being over, when hee 
thought to have reftored his long captive 
eyeto his former libertie, hee found the. 
eye there indeed, but the fight was gone; | 
and fo continued blind of that eye to 
his dying day. And Appianus faith di- 
rectly 
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reG@tly that it was x0 wis Boyles, for 
want of ufe of his eye (that is, becaufe he 

-didufe himfelfe not to fee with it) thac 
he loft it. | 

But to leave particular inftances . how 
much the ancients did attribute to the 
power of cuffome upon the fenfes, may 
appeare by that opinion which wee find 
in many of them, of the Muficke of the 

Spheres, caufed as they conceived, by 
their ciccumvolution ; audible as they 
afirmed, but not heard, or rather not diiz 
cerned, becaufe wee heard it alwayes. 
What good grounds they had for this o- 
Pinion, is not to my purpofe to enquire 
at this time.. I dare not fay that Saint Am- 
brofe was of that opinion , but that he did 
not thinke there vyas any impietie in it, 
may appeare by his Preface upon the 
Pfalmes. But Saint Anfelme plainely,Sep- 
tem celeftes orbes cum dulcifona Harmonia 

volvunturs ac {uavifimi concentus eorum 


circuitione efficiuntur, Uc. de Inmagin. mun-— 


di. Butthat which from that opinion is 
here pertinent to my difcourfe, is, that 


they 
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they that maintained it, were alfo, moft 
of them, of opinion, that the reafon why 
wee did not heare it, was meerely 4@ + 
oxwssdew, becaufe our eares were accuftomed 
unto it, as you fhall find exprefly in He- 
vacledus Ponticus , in his Homericall Alle- 
gor. In Ariffotle de Carlo. ii, 9. and o-. 
thers. Tulliealfo aimed at the fame rfea- 
fon, in his Somn. Scipion. whewhe faith, 
Hoc fonituopplete aures obfurduerunt : 
though his next words adfcribe it rather 
to magnitudini fonitus, then confuetudint ; 
which would import a rorall deftruction 
ofthe fenfe , and’ not a deficiencie of it 
to one particular object onely. This in- 
deed is another confideration; but appa- 
rantly falfe . fince that upon that ground, 
all hearing would be,quite takenaway ; 
as Plinie in his Hiffory, Senec@in his-Na- 
tnrall Queftions exprefly atfirme of thofe 
inhabitants about Nilus, that hee {fpeakes 
of there , to wit that they are quite deate. 
I know thére are others yet, that have 
maintained this cocleftiall Harmonie up- 
onother grounds. Philo Iudaus faith di- 
recily 
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re@tly that it is not audible (to us men, 
that is :) that ic doth not reach unto the 
eares., and the reafon why God would 
not have it audible hee faith, is, left men 
ravifhed with the fweetnefle of it; fhould 
give over allcareand thought of world- 
ly affaires.. Yet for the moft, as Ihave al- 
ready faid, that they grounded, if not their 
opinions, yet their an{wersto ufuall ob- 
jections again{tit, upon the power of cu- 

-ftome, let Saint Bafilltell them that fhall 
make any queftion of it; Whole words 
are thele : Glm éxdduu F de apeSnoras mist 
of Gare renovres hrroytovre, Tt pac; ot Nop 
aw 2 De ys cuondew ess T Loa, Cx Tis 
Nudoras oreveneSutes aut, Cu TMNS THE WEL 
Ty adxddy ponerns ql ajeSnow. acpypnpefe. 
waren of on TOs yarneélors TUE YS Co dre, noloe- 
xeguowuol, SC. “But whew they that main- 
taine this opinion are required to make it 

good by [ome {enfible evidences what [ay they ? 
Why, this they [ay 3 that oureares being.ufed 
to this noifefrom oursyirfr entrance into the 
worlds. through this long ufe and cuftome 

fromthe beginning they bave lofethe [enfe of 
H 2 it. 
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it. As they who live in Smiths forges, whofe 
eaves are perpetually, fe. Which is quite 
contrary to that of Seamertus, that confye- 
tudo in fenfus actiones nullam poteftatem ba. 
bet. And now fince that upon this fab: 
ject of Cuffome, I have had occafion to 
{ay fo much concerning the {uppofed Ce- 


leftiall Harmonie of the Spheres, I fhall 


willingly impart unto.others what I have 
met with about itin the written Adyer- 
faria(for in any printed Book I-have:not 
as yet, that [remember :) ofa man well 
knowne unto the world by his Writings. 
though at this time, for fome reafons, I 


fhall defireto {pare his Name. 


Harmonia ceeleftis axso) viridis 
fupra fidem feneétus ultra 
annum centefsimum, 


_ Obtulit mibi more gentis [uals Germa- 
norums librit [unm amicoriis Ieremias Pla. 
eius’ Plancii F. quinune Amflerdami mini- 
Strum agit verbidivini : fed editione charta- 
tum Geographicaruns nomen(uum fecit ce- 
eee 
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lebre.In €0 libro inveni hee verba mank Ro- 
berti Coxftantinifcripta. | 


Robore & conftantia: 


“Robertus Conftantinus Baro Gyma- 
“tius, & in Academia Montalbanenfi 
“ Profeflor Grecarum literarum, Idem- 
“que experientia quotidiana 24. anno- 
“rum, affertor vis veaviy apysilas voca- 
‘lis audibilifque contra Ariftotelem na- 
‘turalis Philofophiz. facile principem 
“omnium , hxc awe sedlacws occupatilf: 
“exaravi in gratiam hofpitis mei, & Au- 
“ ditoris D. leremiz Plancii, viri tum. pi- 
“etate, tum do@trina {pectabilis. Mon- 
“talbanianno Domini1605. £tatis no- 
“ ftre (fummo Dei beneficio hucufque 
“tam animo quam: corpore ad miracu- 
“ lum intesre :) centefsimos ut aetEpyor. 


“* tum amici, tum invidi dinumerare funt - 


“confueti. Senex autem nondum eft vic- 
“tus, quivirilia munera Bepxsvrws obi- 
“re poflit, & viriliter exercere. 


H 3 | Erat 
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Erat manus illiu dS elegans UF fir tas ac 
plane ejufmodi qualem verifimile eft fuif- 
feinipfo ctatis flore. defcripfhimus vero beics 
dF quod invenimus in alio libro fimili de 
caufa nobis allato.. | 


AK tik Nie ee COVA 4 ‘ tl a 
O pe Qeos roves shos,rdpanades, 4 mpraxerTe'p, 
b) / 7 9 > !/ 
SLAG nT tis 00% aaite TW CU ce). 


*“Robertus Conftantinus Baro Gyma- 
“tius & Profeffor Grecarum literarum 
“in Academia Montalbanenfi, Idemque 
“affertor audibilis ceeleftifque harmo- 
“nie experientia quotidian plufquam 
“viginti annorum. ' 


“Hee raptim exaravi in gratiamami- 
“cif, viri.atque eruditiff. D. Johannis 
 Davini.,., Montalbani 24. Febr. Anno 
“1605. Robore & conftantia. 


Hic eft Rob. Confiantinus, qui olim apud 
lulium Cafarem{ Scaligerum virits a 
poftea Lexicon publicavit. Caterivm de hac 
longe- 
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longeyitate ipfius, baud fatu fidem ili ba- 
beo, nam video ipfum non plane affirmare. 
Quare more fenum indulget fibi, 7 anno- 
rum {uorumnumerum, nififalor, aliquot[u- 
prafidem adauget. 
























So farre thofe written Adverfaria. OF 
this (/onftantinus you may read in Thuanus 
tom. v. of his greatage and good worth 
as afchollar, and that hee was ( fummus 
Bexa amicus :) one of Bexas chiefeft and 
deare{t acquaintance. But of this preten- 
ded fenfible knowledge of the Ceeleftiall 
Harmonie, not one word there , which 
hath made me'the more willing to infert 


here, and make publique’, what Thad 


elfe-where in my. private poffelSion a- 
bout it. | 


And fo much fhall fuffice:at this time 


concerning the power of ‘caffome in 
things naturall; hiftorically. Now, Phi- 


lofophically, and {peculativelys wee thus: 


proceede. 


Firft 
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Firftthat itis not without danger, nor 
according to exact Truth, to fay that Na- 
ture is alterable. For what is Nature pro- 
perly, but the Order of God? If that bee: 
mutable and violable. then is no more 
this World ax0ows , or orderly peeces but 
amaffe of confufion, and that is it, that: 
the Atheifts, and the oppofers of a Provi- 
dence would have. Neither can there be 
any truth properly in thofe things, the na- 
ture whereof is altogether uncertaine. 
therefore uncertain, becaufe unconftant. 
And where there is no Truth, there can 
bee no knowledge. As to the World 
therefore, confufion , fo to the under- 


_flanding, ignorance, from this uncertain- 


tie and inconftancie muft neceffarily en- 
fue. As for Miracles, though above na- 
ture, yet are they not properly againftna- 
ture, fince they are his preper worke, 
who is the Author of nature, and there- 
fore originally, and futably to, his Na- 
ture, did referve unto himfelfe a power 
to difpenfewith his owne lawes when- 
| jverine foever 
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foever hee thought fit. All Gods workes 
of themfelves , and in regard of God, 
are equally naturall, though not in re- 
gard of us. aye | 

Weefay therefore that cuffome is not 
alwayes to beconfidered as oppofit unto 
Nature, fince it is the nature of fubluna- 
rie things, to bee altered by cufome. And 
when cuwftome hath once through continu- 
ance naturalized her felfe into any of 
them, then cuftome (to {peake properly :) 
is no more c#ffome, but Nature: accor- 
ding tothat of old Evenus in Ariff. mrv- 
reovike poner TEAS TATAW Quow 2), that lone 
ufe and exercife, becomes at laft nature. 
Nature then we fay, by the ordinance and 
appointment of its firft Author , is two- 
fold , originall, and fecundarie or adventi- 
tious, and {o Gallen plainely,@ ¢5u, brix- 
inte Quoies, cuffome ts a kind of adventitious, 
or, ad{cititious nature. Neither is cuftome, 
when itis once become naturall, though 
adventitious, leffe naturall in regard of 
the common Nature of the Vniverfe, 
from which at firft it received the power 
I and 
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and proprietie, to turne, in time, into na- 
ture; then that originall nature: though 
in regard of the particular fubjeé, that it 
hath wrought upon, it bee but adventi- 
tious. When therefore it is commonly 
faid, that {uch or {uch athing bath loft its 
nature. it muft bee underftood of that 
particular nature and proprietie which it 
had at the firft, not abfolutely, as though 
it had departed from the law of Nature in 
general! ; fince that Nature it felfe hath 
made it fo alterable. As of death wee fay 
vulgarly, chat it is againft nature. though 


— itbeeas properly, and truely the worke 


of Nature, as birth or generation is ; and 
as naturall to the nature of the Vniverfe. 
And fo is that true of Arifforle (which 
wee have fpoken before :) that quas oxx 
curesue.), Nature cannot bee driven aways 
being underftood of Yniverfall Na- 
ture. 

Gallen; a great admirer of Nature, and 
much to bee admired himfelfe , for his 
painefull travels in the fearch of it, hath 
another way to reduce euffome unto Na- 
ture. 
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ture. His opinionis, that any mans na- 
ture may bee known, or at left, probab- 
ly gueft at, by thofe things that he is uled 
unto. And therefore prefers thofe Phycfii- 
ans that allow untotheir patients what- 
foever they have been ufed to, though cé- 
trary to art; before them who keepe them 
‘Atridtly to the generall prefcripts without 
re{pec to their proper conftitution : oi 
TAELOL ~D TW éh@ dvr, faith hee, oToI0Ww, ees 
axEloP ay egeen Tey mH duody Se S BaartonSwoug 
Tomas <a PW Ofn oinfov cPicnok. That 


is, Moft men that ufe themfelves to any. 


thing, what{oever it bees they muft be concei- 
ded to pitch upon fuch things, as are moft [u- 
table to their owne Nature ; for that finding 
hurt by thofe things that are contrary unto 
it, they areforced to forbeare them (peedily. 
Yea plainely , that none can éupdedy mais 
xaos ow, long continue in an-evill cu- 
flome contrary to their proper conftituti- 
ons, who arenot extremely madde and 
fenfelefle. By this, cu/Zome and Nature 
fhould bee all one: ‘or. atleaft cuftome for 
the moft part, nothing elfe but the fruits 
I2 and 
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and effects of originall Nature. For my 
part I fhould eafily grant that any mans 
prefent conftitution ( which you may 
call his Nature, forthe time, though im- 
properly :) may not unlikely bee judged 
of, by thofe things that are cuffomarie un- 


tohim. But that a mans originall tem- 


per and conftitution ( which is ic that 
Gallen there {peakes of:) may fo bee _ 
knowne,except we fhall extend madneffe, 
and fenfle{neffe very far, common experi- 
ence will difproove. For what general- 
ly more naturall unto all men, then tem- 
perance and fobrietie?) And what more 
generally practifed in the World, among 
all forts of men, then exceffe, and ryot, 
and intemperance, in {ome one kind or 
other, if notinall? But by the way, If 
inthe judgement of Gallena heathen,all 
fuch areto be reputed as mad men, becaufe 
they refpeét their health and corporall 
welfare no more, what would hee have 
faid of them, had hee beene a Chriftian, 
for their wilfull cafting away of their 
foules (fo much more precious then the 


body,. 
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body, by how much Heaven doth excell 
the earth :) bythe faid courfes ? Certain- 
ly madneffe is a far more generall evill, 
then moft men thinke. But this, by the 
way onely. When Phylofophers dilpute 
(as many doe :) whether Nature or edu- 
cation, that is, cuffome, be more power- 
full to frame and fafhion a mans life; it 
would be but an abfurd queftion, {carce 
fit to be propofed by any fober nian, 
much more unfit to bee fo ferioufly dif- 
puted of by learned Philofophers, if na- 
ture and cu/fome in this fenfe come all to 
one. But I fhall here appeale from Gallen 
unto Gallen himfelfe, whofe words in his 
zou». B'upon Hippoc. Prognoft.( treating 
there of the proper and moft naturall 
time of fleepe: ) are thefe: 2% Til’ 
I rraoxpatss rEdVer, Cxn dono ft Ld x5, dbow, 
dino A me 250. vuoi X ganar, Sc. Iw the 
dayes of Hippocrates indeed 5 that which cs 
according to natures and that which t accor- 
ding to cuftome, was all one. But now it u 
quite otherwife, ic. And prefently againe, 
KUELO TED 4D CP Ye TS Ve VeAIOIS 624.6 0s 
1 2. Duss, 
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vows, &c. Inthefe dayes,cuftome t of more 
power then nature, We. : 
Tullie alfo his conceit in his Tufculans 
is not to be omitted ; who having fpoken 
of fome that had hardned themfelvesto 
indure great extremities of heate, and of 
cold; as alfo bodily paines in other kinds, 
intolerable unto others ; all this with ei- 
ther no fenfe; orat leat, moft wonder- 
full patience, whereas other men adferibe 
all this unto cuffome, hee would have itto 
bee Nature, even common Nature. For 
faith he, Nunquam naturam mos vinceret : 
eft enim eafemper invitta: Itt nota thing 
pofftble that cuftome [ould prevaile againft 
Nature ;for nature t unconquerable. How 
then, fay wee, comes it to paffe that other 
men cannot endure the faid extremities, 
if not againft nature? Becaufe, faith hee, 
we have through cu/fome ufed our bodies 
to tenderneffe, and fo made thatintolera- 
ble untothem, which by nature is very 
tolerable, His words are, Sed nos umbrts, 
delicits, oti, languore, defidia animum infe- 
cimws , opinionibus malog, more delinitum, 
molli- 
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mollivimus, Wc. We with our fhades ando- 
ther wanten inventions and ules ; with our 
idlene/fe, loofeneffe,long continued laxineffe, 
babe corrupted our minds, and through the 
power of falfe opinions and bad cuftomes have 
Sofined and effeminated our {elves into thir 
tenderneffe: Fc. There is certainely , 
though it feemes not perchance fo plaufi- 
ble at firft, much truth in this opinion. I 
appeale unto them, (and they are not a 
few :) thathave maintained, that Nature 
hath fufficiently fenced man (as well as 
other creatures: ) againft all exceffe of 
either heate or cold , and that clothes 
feeme now neceflary, cufZometo bee the 


caufe, notnature. Synefus alearned Phy-_ 


lofopher, at firft, and afterwardsa wor- 
thy father ofthe Church, alfo , in his de 
Calvitio, or , commendation of baldneffe , 
feemes to be of opinion (ferioufly,though 
his fubject may feeme but jocular:) that 
ifmen did weare neither hats nor hayres 
upon their heads, their fculs ufed tothe 
Sunne and to the weather, would in time 
grow to that hardnefle, as to become al- 


moft. 
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moftimpenetrable. To this purpofe hee 
firtt brings ateftimonie of Herodotus, of 
the difference of gyptian and Perfick 
{culs, obferved by Herodotas himfelte by 
the direction of the natives of the Coun- 
trey ; the one being fo hard, os pays ap 
Aiba rrejoes Algsoncdas, that a {tone throwne 
againft them would hardly crack them, the 
other fo brittle , that the leaft knocke 
would breake them, this difference be- 
ing conceived both by the inhabitants 
themfelves, and by Herodotus, to proceed 
from this caufe, becaufe the one were 
wont to goe bare headed, and fhaven 
from their youths ; and the others oxn€5- 
torres 4 Seryis (to ufe his owne elegant 


_expreffion :) ee raegste popeovres, fhel- 


tered from the Sunne, with hats and o- 
ther head-attire. This hee further con- 
firmes by an example of his times, there 
being then (as Sywefius relates it :) in the 
tawne,a certaine poore bald pate (not by 
nature, but.art :) who did ufe to goeup 
and downethe ftreets, and to fhew him- 
felfe at all ordinary great concurfes of 


people , 
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peaple, as at the ordinary races ofthe (ir- 
em, and the like, fo that no man was bet- 
ter knowne in the whole towne. This 
man with his bare head, would butte 
with aram (were hee never fo Rout: ) 
and put himto the worft, {uffer tyles to 
be throwne at his head, and make them 
flye in pieces : as alfo endure fcalding 
pitch to bee powred upon his head. This, 
and the like, to fhew (to the great afto- 
nifhment of the beholders :) the ftout- 
nefle and unfenfiblenefle of his head~ 
piece. Butit might be fo naturally. you 
may thinke perchance. No; it was by cw- 

fEome, or rather if you will (which is that 


Tullie would have :) waturally » but noo- 


therwife naturally inhim, then in other 
men that would ufethe meanes. For Sy- 
nefiw faith expreffely, that himfelfe could 
for a need have wrought his own head to 
this, in cafe hee had no other meanesto 
fubfitt by; buetherfore gives God thanks, 
that hee needed itnot. I fay therefore, to 
returne unto Tully, that there isa great 
deale of truth in that opinion of his. Yer 

sic K to 
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to'ftrecch'nature fo farres as he dorh there; 
evento them! qui cum ‘ad flamman fe ap- 
plicwer int, fine gemitw aduruntur: who can 
faffertheir bodies to be burnt by degrees, and 
yet notfeeme to feeleit; (of whom Lucta- 
nus in his Peregrinus {peakes , as more 
particularly; fo: more incredibly ; and yet, 
Ithinke, truely enough :) andthe like, I 
cannot hold tharto be according to truth: 
Neither I thinke would Tullie (as excel- 
lenta Philofopher every whit; as he was 
anexcellent Orator’: ) have‘athtmed it, 
butnpon fuch:anoccafion having taken 
upon himvin that place; the defence’ of 
that unnaturall paradoxe of the Stoicks, 
Thar norextremity-of bodily’ paine and tor- 
ments could hinder or leffena wife mans- 
happineffe in thir world ; glad: therefore of 
anything ,' that shad but fonre colour of 
truth: though not for folid® ocherwife. 
And thus much by theway of Gallep and 
Tuillie: their’ opinions. ‘concerning the 
powenofcuftome.! 208 1) 99 29 
Secondly that. Nature in 4 general 
fenfe isnot mutable, that is, cannot exor- 
. bitate 
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bitate or go beyond the bounds that were 
at firtt{etunco ic.by itsauthor,imay ap- 
peare, fir by thofelawes and orders that 
God hath fet inviolably to fome fubhuna- 
rie things. as to the Sea,fo that it fhall.not 
overflow the Earth, Job 98.8, Secs 'and.to 
the World in generall concerning the fea- 
fons of the yeare, that they fhall never 
faile, Gen. 8.22. butefpecially, by chofe 
that it hath fet to thofe purer bodies a- 
bove, which as they are not by nature 
changeable ; fo doe. moft firmely’ and 
conftantly. continue in their, firft.office 
and forme. For as for {uch alterations, 
thateveninthem fome Aftronomers tell 
us of, till they bee better knowne and a- 
greed upon, we fhall not need to take any 
notice of them ; neither indeed are they 
fuch alterations, as would.croffe, but ra- 
ther confirme, what we fhall here fays - 

Solts Lunafuo luftrantes lumine circum 

Perdocnere homines annort tempora 

erts 5.) | g§d eno ilen 

Et certaratione geriremyatg, ordine certo: 
faith old Lucretius. Evea they who by 
K 2 reafon 
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reafon of the frailtie and mutabilitie of 
fublunarie ‘things called this world’ in 
{corne; wxecdva, and oper, a meere both 
pos, a maffe of confufion, and the like ; yet 
when they looked up.and obferved there 
fuch glory, fuch order ; fuch' conftancie’ 
fuch immutabilitie ; they were driven to 
acknowledge a rationall power and pro- 
vidence over the Whole. And even: this 
xoxear, this Guess, this mingle mangle, or 
what ever they will of fublunarie things, 
had they'well viewed it with more rati- 
onalleyes, then they did. as’ Plinie well 
ina place {peaking of the gnat (If my me- 
mory faile me not,) nufquam natura magis 
tota, quam in minima ; thaccthe power of 


Nature was greateft in her left workes . 


fo would they with admiration have {aid 
of it, that nufquam potentior natura, quan 
in maximé fragilibus, or if you-will have 
itin the words of Saint Paul (that ye may 
know God to be the fame God. in things. 
naturall, as hee is in things fpirituall ae 
in truth, there is but one truth both of 
things: fpirituall and naturall: ) that: 4 
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dwvaps Ts O¢od cy aLevele TeAdoory, that it 
is the heighth and perfeéction of the di- 
vine power to fhew it felfe moft power- 
full in chofe things that are moft weake. 
Thirdly, icis further to be confidered, 
that where cuffome makes an alteration, 
and becomes Quais ‘SirixIums, afcititious na- 
ture ; yet doth it feldome fo overcome 
nature originall, but that it hath fome 
force and fecret operation in and upon 
the fubje@, the leffe vifible, the more 
powerfull , yea the more dangerous , as it 
prooves oftentimes. So through cuftome 
aman may bring himfelfe to an habite of 
intemperance, that it fhall not bee in his 
power, nor fafe for his body , perchance 
roreturne‘unto fobrietie. Yet neither is 
it at firlt without danger (itis death unto 
many to attempt it:) and (if Gallen may 
becredited :) itisa greatchance, ifat the 
laft (though the inconvenience of it bee 
not prefently perceived: ) it doe not 
proove fome way or other perniciods. 
What, if fome intemperate men attaine to 
60. or 802. They-may thank the #rength 
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of their nature for it, which bad cuflome 
could no fooner overthrow. and ‘had 
they .beene fober men, it is more: then 
likely, their life how’ long foever, might 
have beene longer by.20. yeares ar left. 
So, aman.through continuall labour and 
indultrie may doe much inthe purfuite 
of fome artor {cience ; yetifhee have not 
a genius to it, a naturall aptitudeand dif- 
polition, he fhall never attaine (be his la- 
bour never fo great :) to any great per- 
feétion: whereas leffe labour jn a way 
more futable to his nature, might have 
made him excellent, Hence is that Pre- 
cept of the Poet, 

Lunibil invita, dices facie g, Minerva, 
that wedoe nothing invita Minerva, that 
1s, as Tulliedoth interpret it in his firft de 
Offic. adver(ante iF repugnante natura. I 
omit many pregnantpaflages to this pur- 
pole of thetwo great Naturalifts, Hipo- 
crates and Gallen, which you ‘may read, 
either in themfelves , or, if that will ferve 
your turne, in.Hyarts his Examen des In- 
genios. They areall for original nature, 
| and 
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and without it they thinke all labour is 
loft. So faith Seneca too : Inclinandum 
quo te dus tngenii defert. Male enim re{pon- 
dent coatta ingenia, reluctante natura irri- 
tus labor eft. Tmult confefle, Tam not al- 
together of their opinion ; neicher was 
“Plutarch | am fure ; and examples there 
be (if wee were now to argue the cafe ) 
good ftore to the contrary. Nevertheleffe, 


their admonitions, I acknowledge, are to » 


good purpofe, that Parents and Matters 
fhould carefully obferve the naturall in- 
clination of youths; before they defigne 
them to any particular profefsion.’ This 
for the moft part is the fafelt way. Thar’s 
enough chough we fayno more. 
Fourthly , befides, in many things , 
When aman hath done all that are can, 
and induftrie:. ‘yet cannot he bee fecure, 


but that nature Originall may returne- 


and fhew her felfe upon the fuddaine ; 


and that to his coft, as it may proove. As 
forexample, wee read of divers, that have 
taken great paines to tame wild beats, 
that chey might ufethem as familiarly, as 


Wwe: 
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wee doe commonly thofe , which are 
tame by nature. And we read withall of 
divers who have found by wofull ex- 
perience, that forced nature is of thofe 
things, which by a wife man may not be 
trufted. Witnefle hee of whom Martiall 
fpeakes, 11.75, | 
Verberafecurifolitus Leo ferre magiftri, 
Inf ertamg, pati blandus inoramanum: 
Dedidicit pacemfubitoferitate reverfa, 
Quanta nec in Ly bicts debwit effe jugts: 
and, de {peckac. x. bigods 
Leferat ingrato Leo perfidus ore ma- 
giftrum, | 4 Foie: 
Aufustam notas contemerare manus, Ue. 
The Poet therefore had fome’ reafon , 


(though ic hold not in all things equal- 


ly :) when he faid, 
Naturam expellasfurcalicet uf, 
vecurrets ; 13 
Et mala perrumpetfurtim faftidia 
_. vittrix. na | 
Fifthly, it hath beene obferved of fome 
free (tones, that when they areufed-ina 
building if they bee laid in that proper 


pofture, 
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pofture , which they had naturally in 
their quarries, they grow very hard and 
durable againft both time and weather , 
if that be changed,that they confume and 
moulder away ina fhorttime, Certaine- 
ly, art may doe much, and cuffome much , 
but to follow-nature (where nature her- 
felfe hath not degenerated :) is alwaies 
both the furer, and moft commendable. 
And fof fhall conclude this part of the 
power of cuffome in things naturall, wich 
the words ofa Heathen, but fuch as may 
become aChriftian, 6 qua, cu of mh\Ore, 
cy ool mbpre, Gis of mdpre. aA (0! ceeuapusCd, 
ey Naps. Celty uot megncgy, Cok oie 
pov, © ool Uexyesy. O nature. from thee are 
all things,in thee all things [ubfifts and to thee 
all tend. What ever it be that fits thee well, 
fits me likewife, as being part of thee.-No- 
thing that thy [eafons beares ts to me; ( as ei- 
ther too forward, or too backewards). unfea- 
fonable; Fe. 


The 
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He ancient Greeke Philofophers 

: faid, 0 xoouos Mdoiaas, Ther world ts 
but a change , and the Apoftle {pea- 

king of the World, very elegantly and em- 
phatically cals it, S gnue ty xoqus, rather 
then wove, intimating thereby, that this 
World; to fpeake of it truely and proper- 
ly, israther a matter of fa/bion, then of 
fubftance.= ius 4 caaAeow ( faith T heophy- 
lat upon the place, lately moft elegantly 
printed in London, as the happy firit fruits 
of a greater harveft of Greeke Manu- 
{cripts to bee fet out here in England, to 
the great honour of this Realme, andthe 
no leffe contentment of all true lovers of 
learning 3) eudajicay. ont drprs onecos Eton ret 
TE qepovTs nboUs, % Cramoagia, pmdev BeGnxss 
x9) Yoalses e-yorme. Hee cals it onus, or fa- 
fhion, toteach w, that all the things of thes 
prefent world, are but objects of the eye one- 
ly, and ferve but for a fbew, as things meere- 
ly 
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ly (uperficiall, without any either flabilitie, 
or [ubftance in themfelves. Icis fo, if wee 
confider thofe things, which, both in re. 
gard of their forme and matter,are meere- 
ly naturall, and it is fo if wee confider 
thofe, which havetheirexiftencein , and 
from the will ofman. The body of man 
is not fo mutable, as his willis: nor the 
perfons and outward features of men, fo 
different one from another, as their 
minds. Nova vita, novos mores poftulat, 
faith the Comick. Wee have more reafon 
tofay, Novus dies, novos mores. And yet 
that is more then wee can truely fay of 
many , whoin one day fhift themf{elves 
often, and are not the men that they 
were; neither in regard of their mind, 

nor happily of their fafhions. Hygs 7 40 

8 cero pavov (faith excellently Saint Na- 

Rlanxene to this purpofe. Orat.de Spir. 

Sancte. ) wa. %, dwrtte701, Ly VAnAsis % ALLY 

alors, Ck Or ike HLLep xs of aor xgSoepals 

ASuovres, ew ont tordure Bioy, Mra %, Ow Let 

1 1a) sbuyeus avel péoyres TE YQ) MMETOTELT OVTES. We 

are not mixt creatures onely, but alfo con- 
L 2 srarte 
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ivarie, both to others andtoour owne felves: 
not continuing truely and intirely the (ames 
not fo much as one day, much leffe our whole 
lives: but bothin regard of our bodies and 
inregard of our foules (ox minds : ) perpetu- 
ally flowing and perpetually changing. 

From this mutabilitie and inconftan- 
cie of mans will, wee may firft deduce 
Variette of fafhions and.cuffomes. But fe- 
condly , differences of places and times 
caule difference of fafhions and cuftomes . 
and this of necefsitie. For it isnot pofsi- 
ble for many reafons, that men that live 
under different clymates, fhould all live 
after one fafhion: nor that the inhabi- 
tants ofoneplace (the ftate of things al- 
tering often as it doth: ) fhould -alwaieé 
live after one fort. Hence arein different. 
places and Kingdomes, ar alltimes ; and 
in the fame places and Kingdomes, by 
certaine revolutions of times, fometimes- 
longer, fometimes fhorter , different fa- 
fhions, different cufLomes, different lawes. - 
Old fables tell us of one Epimenides, who- 
after. a continuall fleepe of fiftie yeares a- 


waked. 
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waked with amazement, findinga new 
world, every where (as ofmen, fo of fa- 
fhions :) fince hee had feene it laft.. Let 
this long fleepe goe, as well it may, fora 
fabulous thing : the effects of it,I am fure, 
(his amazement, I meane) might have 
beene.credible enough, though the {leepe 
had beene fhorter by many yeares. In 
fome.Countries(for all Countries'are not 
equally light and phantafticke ; and they 
are happy Countries,that are left :) ifmen: 
fhould but: put: on thofe clothes that they 


left of but foure or five yeares agoe, and. 
ufethofe fafhions that then were in ufe, 


they would feeme, even unto them- 


felves, ridiculous; and untomany , little. 


leffe then monftrous. - 

The confideration of this varietie af- 
fords, as unto the Naturalifts, matter of 
{peculation, how even herein nature de- 


lights in varietie ; fo unto the Divine, 
matter of indignation , tofee the vanitie: 


of. mostall men, who for: the moft part 


{pend themfelves wholly, their wits and: 


their lives, upon things fo tranfitorie; 


ye} 
45 4 + 
at, 4 oiic i 
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and {pend little or no time at all, upon 
the onely © @:, (as both Philofophers and — 
the Scriptures are wont to {peake :) God, 
that is, and his fervice, and the Know- 
ledge of his Truth . which are the onely 
things that are permanent, and have rea- 
litie of exiftence in this World.and there- 
fore commended unto us by Chrift,as the 
& & ofall our many cares and bufinef- 
fesin this World ; the one only thing that 
is profitable & neceflary. Butto forbeare 
that whichI find already done by. divers 
Divines, Naturalifts, and others fully and 
fufficiently: I fhall here onely obferve the 
power and providence of Almightie God, 


_who as hee can out of darkeneffe bring 


forth light, fo canturne thefe wretched 
effects (in themfelves :) of mans frailtie 
and corruption, to be the meanes, in part, 
of his happineffe. I fay therefore , that 
what in the Heavens , the Sunne and 
the Moone, divers Starres and Planets 
are, forthe natural! divifion of times, to 
divide the day fromthe night, to be for bones 
and for feafons, and for dayes, and for 
JOares, 
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yeares, Gen.i.14. without which divifi- 
on of times and feafons, there would bee 
no living in this World: fo varietie of 
fafhions and cuffomes, ferve unto man for 
the Civill or politicke diftintion of the 
feverall times and ages of the World, 
without which there would be little cer- 
taine knowledge, and little or no truth 
among{t men. By varietie of cuftomes, I 
here underftand allo varietie of langua- 
ges, and dialects, and words, (all which 
depend of cuftome as much; if not more 
then any other thing of the World be- 
fides ; as elfewhere fhall be fhewed :) as 
conducing to the knowledge ofthe Truth 
in this World, no lefle then varietie of 
manners. Now to make this good that 
Ihave faid, I muft firft of all fuppofe , 
which I thinke no man will deny, thac 
by bookes efpecially wee come to the 
knowledge of Truth. Of truthin ge- 
nerall, by bookes efpecially ; in fome 
peculiar objects of ‘Truth, as in mat- 
ters of Hiftorie wee have them one- 
ly to truft to. And in matter of aaa 
the 
































































A Treatife of Vie andCuffome. > 
the Authors of the bookes, and the times 
when the Authors lived, is mainely con- 
fiderable. For accordingly doe weegive 
credite (efpecially in point of Hiftorie 
and truth of religion: ) to the Bookes 
themfelves, more or lefle , for themoft 
art. In many things, this alone, to know 
the Author of the booke , is enough to 
decide many controverfies.. But what if 
the Title deceive us, and fome anaux 
ef fome idle braine of our age, reprefent 
it felfe unto us upon the ftage- under the 
eray haires of authenticke antiquitie? 
Have there not beene {uch impoftors at 
alltimes, who have attempted (wouldI 
could fay, they have attempted it onely :) 
to abufe the World with fuppofititious 
Titles and Names ? What profefsion fo 
facred, or fo vulgar, that hath not fuffered 
in allages, by this kind of men ? Divines, 
Lawyers, Phificians , Philofophers, Hi- 
ftorians, have in all ages complained of 
them : and in thofe ages, when by reafon. 
of the ignorance of the times, men have 
not beene able to difcover them, what er- 
rors 

































A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome: 
sors and abfurdities, both in matter of 
knowledge and practiife , both in the 
Church and inthe Commonwealth, have 
enfued thereupon, to thofe that arelear- 
ned, is not unknowne,I am fure; andI 
may not {fo far digreffe at this time, to {a- 
tisfie the ignorant.OF all noble Impoftors 
in this kind , Twill inftance butin one. 
Anniv Viterbienfis 2 Monke by profef= 
fion, who lived fome two hundred yeares 
agoe , having attained to more then or- 
dinary knowledge both of the tongues 
and Hiftories, applyed himfelfe by his 
knowledge and proficienciesnot to helpe, 
but to cheat the World. To that end hee 
counterfeited divers ancient Hiftorians 
of beft note and greateft antiquitie, as 
“Berofus, Manetho, Catonts Origines, and 
the like, which had not beene heard of 
in many ages. and wrote Comments up- 
pon them, himfelfe being both Text and 
Comment, that the World might have 
the leffe occafion to fufped his fraud: 
and pafled fo current for along time, that" 
even to this day (though fellowed and 
; Me difcryed 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome, 
~ difcryed by divers learned men of all na- 

tions and profefsions :). many can {earce- 
perfwade themfelves, that fo many fine. 
Ticles and fhewes, fhould-be. but 2 piece 
ef juggling. Now what fhamefull errors 

~ahd miftakes in point of Hiftory. both 

Ecclefiafticall and Civill, they that have. 
trufted unto him have beene led into by. 
this jugglor, any man may imagine, and- 
many. have written of it.. 

Now the ordinary and fureft way ge- 
nerally to find out a counterfeit Author 
in thiskind, is, by, his ftyle,.and by. an: 
accurate examination of thofe, particular: 
fafhions, and.cw/fomesthat he doth either: 
obiter, (which can.hardly bee avoydedin 
any booke of what fubjea&foever it be :): 
or purpolely {peake of , how’ well they 
fit and fute to the time and placethat is 
pretended. Takeaway thefetwoximen, 
of words and cuftomes, and it will bee a. 
hard taske for any man to. difcover and 
evict the fuppofititioufnes of any wri- 
ting. Hence it is, that in the Scriptures: 
both of the Old and New Teftament, by: 
Gods. 
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‘Gods great providenceall things (for the 
moft part =) bee fo pundtually fer downe 
with all kind of circumftances at large, 
which though illiterate men perchance 
paffe over by reafon of their ignorance, 
yet men of learning, to whom the ftate 
of the World from the beginning with 
the feverall periods; alterations, and revo- 
lutions of it (as farreas it can be knowne 
by ancient bookes and Records ;) is not 
_ unknowne, receive marveilous fatisfacti- 
on from them, both for the better con- 
firmation of their faith, and the greater 
contentment of their minds. For this 
caufe men of judgement, that would 
gladly make ufe of their owne eyes to fee 
the way that leades unto truth, and not al- 
together to depend from the abilitie both 
and fidelitie’ of others ; have ‘taken fo 
much paines about ‘words ,-as alfoto bee 
well verft in the rites and cuffomes of all 
ages and places. Neither can it be denyed 
by men of underftanding , but that this 
way of ftudie hath beene , next under 
M 2 God, 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuftome. 
God, the chiefeft meanes of this bleffed 
naAiyyweca, or new birth of learning, 
which begun not much above a hundred 
yearesagoe. And I muft confeffe, I have 
wondred with my felfe fometimes that 
this kind of learning being come to that 
heighth or perfection as it is in our dayes, 
no man hath yet laboured for the eafe of 
others, to reduce it to fome certaine Me- 
thod.and rules of art; as it were ; as by fet- 
ting downe the proper words and rites 
of every age and place, whereby they are 
difcernable ‘from another; by the help 
whereof, even men of ordinary learning 
might give a good gueffe at the age of e- 
very Author that they have occafion to 
ule; nor be altogether fo lyable to the im- 
poftures or falfaries,as they are.. Which 
certainely is. feafable- enough, if not ta 
perfection, yet toa, good, degree of pub- 
licke utilicie. Butonthe other fide,when 
Icallto mind, that Impoftors would bee 
the firft that would makeufe of this,art, 
tomake their forgeries the more paflable 

} (as: 
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(as certainely they would : ) then I thinke 
it very happy, that itis not, neicher of it 
felfe more eafie to attaine unto, nor made 
more common by the labour of others, 
thenitis. . 

WhatI have faid of the knowledge of 
old cuffomes and the ufe thereof, in matter 
of bookes, is as true in matter of old wri- 
tings and evidences of what kind foever. 
True it is that nothing fhould bee more 
facred and inviolable amongft men, then 
publicke inftruments, and evidences; 
whofe onely end and ufes is, to be witnef- 
{es untothetruth; and to protect it from 
her many enemies; as malice, favour, par- 
tialitie .. and the like. Yet how rightly 
Senecalaid, Nibil effetam facrum quod [a- 
crileguim non inveniat » May. appeare even 
in this particular. Foritis well knowne, 
that even. of old, many evidences have 
beene forged to abufe the World withall: 
and.that fometimes, not by one ortwo 
fecretly. combining, but.even by many 
unanimoully confpiring together ,againit 
the Truth. For example,I find that about 
M 2 lome 
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fome foure hundred yeares agoe, Gregorie 


the ninth being then Pope of Rome, and 


Saint Edmond, Archbifhop of Caoterbu- 
ries the Monkes of Canter burie were con- 


victed to have counterfeited or adultera- 
ted a certaine Charter-of Thomas of Bec- 
ket, by which they claimed certaine pti- 


viledges. For which abominable faét and 


other enormities , that worthy pious 
Prelate intended great and fevere punith- 


ments upon the whole Convent. But 
they having made Otho the Popes Legate 
and Edmunds great enemy, their friend, 
prevailed with the Pope, that thecaufe 


might bee referred to the {aid Orbos And 
in conclufion , but three of the whole 
Convent were found guiltie by Otho. 
And upon this favourable information, 


and friendly mediation withall of the Le- 
gate, the Pope fent a difpenfation ‘unto 


the Monafterie, by which hee did aequit 
them both from prefent further trou- 
bles, and from future deferved’ infamie 
for fuch an infamous A@. Even thofe 
three that were found guilty , it was 
judged 

























































A Treatife of Vie and Cuffome. 
judged they had done it in Spiritu fmpli- 
citatu’ (fo runnes the Difpenfation :) and 
for this their fimplicitie, forfooth, they 


were, not exiled, but confined to certaine. 


places to doe penance. No wonder if o- 
thers have made bold in that kind fince, 


if the imputation of fimplicitie was the- 


worlftthat would come of it. Simplicitas 
digna favorefuit, faith one of the old Po- 


ets. If wee looke backe unto better and 
purer ages, wee fhall not find Iam fure 
that Simplicitie, was ever objeéted unto 


any asacrime; butin Monckes efpecial- 


ly, that once it was thought their chiefett. 


commendation, I find in. many Fathers. 


But fince itis as it is, wee may thanke. 


God, that evidences and old writings as 
wellas other things, have had their pro- 


per cuffomes in almoft all ages. by: the: 


Knowledge and. confideration whereof 
the true forthe moft part, (if the Impoftor 


hath not beene very cunning :) may bee: 
ealily knowne fromthe counterfeit. For: 


not to {peake here either of the words 


themfelves or forme of writing, or man-. 
ner: 
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ner of orthographie, as well confidera- 
ble in thefe, as in bookes ; befides thefe, 
there are divers other things, that are ob- 
fervable. ‘There have beene times, when 
Seales have beenein ufe, and cimes when 
they were not:when {uch and fuch feales, 
and fuch and fuch dates, when fuch and 
fuch {ubfcriptions, and fuperfcriptions ; 
and fundry fuch particulars, much diffe- 
ring one from another all of them, accor- 
ding to their feverall times and places. 
Thofe therefore take a very good courfe, 
who when they have occafion to. fet out 
any ancient Records and evidences, keepe _ 
to their originals in all points, as neere as 
may be, to give the better {atisfa@ion un- 


tothelearned: which is the courfe I fee 


(and am heartily glad to fee it: ) that Sir 
Henrie Spilman Knight, that learned and 


painefull Antiquarie, does take in the 


publication of the Engli(h Synods, which 
( for the good and honour of our Englifh 
Church :) heis now about. For in very 
truth, a very {mall alteration, is enough 
fometimes to make a true Record 


fufpected. 
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fufpected. As for example, That thofe 
{mall Arithmeticall figures (which wee 
had from the Maures or Arabs, as they 
from the, Indians:) have not beene 
knowne or in ufe amongft us Chrifti- 
ans {carce yet foure hundred yeares, hath 
beeene obferved by men perfealy well 
verfed in the knowledge, both of ancient 
times and writings. They were much to 
blame therefore, who fetting out fome 
writings of above feven hundred yeates 
antiquitie, and profelsing to follow the 
Originalls very exaétly and pun@ually 
in all circumftances of writing ; made no 
{crupule in lieu of thofe Roman figures 
then in ufe,to put thefe {mall ones fo late- 
ly received, -which certainely they found 
not in thofe Originals. 

In che fame Manutcript,where the Dit 
penfation that [have fpoken of concer- 
ning the falfarie Monkes, is regiftred , I 
remember to have read a ftrange Note, 
(fo it feemed unto me: ) concerning an- 
cient Charters and evidences, when they 
firft began co bee in ule in this Countrey: 
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A Treatife-of Vie and Cuftome. 
which Note becaufe it is of great confe- 
quence (in cafe.it fhould proove true:) 
for the better conviction ofmany Luppo- 
fititious Charters pretended to be of great 
antiquitie, I will here. fet it downe as it 
isthereto be feene.): - 

Sanétus Erhelbertus Rew A ngli« quifi uf. 
cepit Chriftianitatem a “Beato Auguftino 
miffo a Beato Gregorio Papa Anno Dom. 
DXCVI. in Ecclefia Chrifli Cant. dedit 
eidem Auguft. @ fuccefforibus palacium 
Regium © {edem perpetuam in Civitate Do- 
robernia, qué nunc dicitur Cant. cum Ec- 
clefiavereri que ab Antiquo tempore Roma- 
norum ibidem fuerat fabricata, quam ipfe- 
met Auguftinus Sancti Salpatorts nomine de- 
dicavit poft confecrationem [uam Arelatents 
factam , Statuit U7. idem Rex autboritate 
Sancté Romane Ecclefie ut in Ecclefia Can- 
tnar. ordinem Monafticum Monachi in per- 
petuum obfervarent, ne primorum videlicet: 
predicatio Monachorum, a memoria delere- 
tur, fed femper vecens in mentibus {ucceden- 
tium perfeveraret. Dedit etiam tdem Rex 
poffeCiones arsplas predittis fratribus infra 
Civitatem 
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Civitatem Cant. UF extra. UW exinde dita 
Dorobernenjis Ecclefia, propter primatum, 
@F quia inde primd Chriftiana Religio ema- 
navit <9 Regnum Anglorum iluminaytt, fi- 
cut Rex ipfetenuit {uas terras G conf uetudi- 
nes liberas WF quietas in [uo dominio , ita 
Archiepi{copus UF Ecclefia pranominata te- 
nuit terras [uas UF confuetudines [uds omni 
no liberas ©F quictas in [wodominio, 9 in- 
concuffé habuit dicta Ecclefia Cantwar. om- 
nimodas libertates <7 cowfwetudines {udsin 
poffefione pacifica fine imterruptione. cuj uf - 
quam ex con{uetudine 7 antiquo more fine 
cartis vel monumentis Regits ufG, ad tempo- 
ra Whytredi Regis (who dyed the-23. of 
April in the yeare of our Lord, 725. ha- 
ving reigned 34. yeates, and fixe months, 
according to Bedas calculation :). cujas 
munumenti tenor talis efes | 
ThisI commit to the further confide- 
ration of the learned antiquaries of this 
land, not willing ina matter of {uch mo- 
ment; to interpofe my judgement either 
way , and certaine befides, that much 


may bee faid , both for itand againit ir. 
N 2 One'y 
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Onely that the matter (to them efpecially 
that know nothing but what is now 
done :) may not appeare altogether in- 
credible, {hall put the reader in mind of 
apaflage of Ingulphus who {peaking of 
the times of William the Conqueror hath 
this obfervation. Conferebantur etiam pri- 
mo multa predia nudo verbo abf4, [cripto, 
vel chart, tantum cum Domini gladio, vel 
galea, velcornus velcratera. ( plurima te- 
nementa cum calcari, cum ftrigili, cum aren, 
© nonnullacum{agitta. Sed hec initio Reg- 
ni fui : pofterioribws annts immutatus eff 
ifte modus. 

So much of the good that comes unto 
the World, from this varietie of fafhions 
and cuffomes ; the wretched effets , in 
themfelves, and the meanes withall, (in 
this age efpecially : ) of mans ‘vanitie and 
miferie. We have touched upon it, rather 
then treated of it. For indeedto fpeake 
ofit fully, it would require a large Trea- 
tife by it felfe. But whatfoever the ufe of | 


~ this kind of knowledge be,I thinke there | 
isnot (I fpeake it forthe further incou- | 


































A Treatife of Vle and Cuffome. 
ragement of them that will take paines in 
this kind: ) any kind of knowledge that 
canafford more content and pleafure to 
an ingenuous mind. For fince that the 
feverall ages of the World differ little one 
from another , but by thofe outward 
markes and recognifances of different 
rites and cuffomes : Hee that knowes cer- 
tainely (as it may be knowne by a praéti- 
zed Schollar in this kind of learning : ) 
what hath beene-the particular eftate, if 
not of all ( fince there are not bookes ex- 
tant ofall: )yet.of moft ages of the World, 
wherein they differed one from another, 
and wherein they agreed ; what peculiar, 
and what common to every one ; he doth 
as it were enjoy the memorie, of fo many 
yeares , and fo many ages paft, even as if 
hee himfelfe had lived all thofe yeares, 

and outlafted all. thofeages. Hence itis, 

that Antiquaries are fo taken with the 
fight of old things, not as doting(as Itake 
it :) upon the bare either forme or matter 

(though both oftentimes be very notable 

in. old things). but becaufe.thofe vifible 
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fuperviving evidences of antiquitie repre- 
fent untotheir minds former times, with 


_as {trong an imprefsion, as if they were 


actually prefenct, and in fight as it were : 
even as old men looke gladly upon thofe 
things, that they were wont to fee; or 
have beene otherwife ufed unto in their 
younger yeares, as injoying thofe yeares 
againe in fome fort, in thofe vifible and 
palpable remembrances. As for thofe 
men that have not this knowledge , 
though they betold that fuch things bee 
ancient, yet for want of that knowledge 
and judgement, which might fatisfie 
them, that they arefoin very deed ; and 
becaufe happily, they know little or no- 
thing of former ages , the prefent repre- 
{entation whereof , occafioned by thole 
ancient evidences might affe@ their 
minds ; it is no wonder if the fight of 
luch things, be unto them as either plea- 
fing colours to the blind, or {weete Mu- 
ficke to the deafe. | 

And now having done with the goed 
Vies of this Varietie through Gods. great 
mercy ; 
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mercy; wee areto confider the bad ule of 
it, (which I feare is more generall : ) 
through corrupt man his wickednes part- 
ly, and partly his ignorance. That in 
things of themfelves indifferent, as in 
matter of eating and drinking ; of cloa- 
‘thing , of civill complements, and the 


like, there fhould be Varietie of fafhions - 


and cuffomes in the World, according to 


differences of either places or times ; can. 


bee neither occafion of wonder, nor of- 


fence unto any, thacis nota great ftranger : 


unto the World ; or rather indeed , un- 


to reafon and common fenfe it felfe.-. 


But in matters of right and wrong, of 


that which is juft, orunjuft, lawfull, and | 


unlawfull, that there fhould be fo much 
difference among nations (all confifting 


of men reafonable by nature :)) not them - 
onely that are of different Religions, but: 


even them that profefle but one Truth; 
yea, inthe fame nation, at feverall times , 


is that which gives occafion both of » 


wonder and of offence unto many -; of er- 


rorand wickedneffe unto more,and hath » 
wrought:: 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
wrought fo farreupon fome, as to make 
them peremptorily to affirmes that there 
is not any reall difference in nature be- 
tweene right and wrong, but only inthe 
opinions of men, grounded chiefely up- 
oncuftome. (um bonum 2 malum natura 
judicetur, U7 ea (int principia mature ; certeé 
honefta quog, UW turpia fimili ratione dijudi- - 
canda, 7 ad naturam referenda funt. Sed 
pertur bat nos opinionum varietas, bominum- 
que diffenfio, (7 quianon idem contingit in 


[enfibus, bos natura certos putamus : illa que 


alii fic, alits [ecuss nec i{dem femper uno mo- 
do videnturs fitta effe dicimus. So learned 
and judicious Tulle of the vulgar opini- 
ons and judgements ofhis dayes: and had 


hee lived in ours, itis very probable hee 


would have faid as much of ours. In- 
flancesto this purpofe taken from ancient 
times concerning the varietie of mens 
judgements in point of right and wrong, 
wee have many in ancient Authors who 
either of purpofe upon this very occafion, 
or upon fome ether occafion, and to ano- 
ther end, have treated of the different, 
Lawes, 
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Lawes, and cuffomes of feverall nations: 


See Plato in his Politico, or Minoe. Bar- 
defanes; in Eufeb. de Prepar. Evangel. lib. 
vi. to. Sextus Empiricus, Pyrr. hypot. Ni- 
colaus de Mor. gentinmyin Stobzus; not to 
mention any more. Certainely fhould 
wee take all nations of the World (fuch 
as have beene accounted moralized and 
civilized nations, I meane, the wild and 
barbarous being laid afide:) into confi- 
-deration, wee may generally conclude , 
that there is {carce any vertue fo much in 
trequeft in one place, but will be found to 
bee a vice in another , fcarce any vice 
fo-much abhorred at one time in one 
place, but at anocher time hath beene 
thought in the fame place if nota vertue, 
yet no unlawfull thing. Thofe Authors 
that [have but now mentioned, fhall bee 
my warrant for what I have faid, ifany 
will not take it upon my credit. Butin 
point of right and wrong, wee need not 
to goe fo farre, to fetch our inftances . 
neerer times and places unto our felves, 
and fuch as wee in many refpects are bet- 
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ter acquainted with; will afford us {ufh- 
cient inftances. The Civill Law of the 
Romans, ifany Law; might bee thought 
to be grounded upon reafon, both in re- 
gard of the Authors of it, men of great 
worth and fame for their learning , and 
ofthe credit that it hath found with moft 
nations in Europeseven tothis day. That 
law thought it good reafon to give ablo- 
lute power unto fathers upon their chil- 
dren , power even of life and death , as 
long asthey lived, except by volutary e- 
mancipation, or other wile they had made 
them free. Children that difpofe of them- 
felvesin marriage without the confent of 
their parents, are not by thatlaws lawful- 
ly married , and are lyable vo great pu- 
nifhments. Neither of thefe is now any 
where thought either Law or reafon ; 
though “Bodinus | know , inhis Politicks 
is very eager forthe one , and Ejpenfeusa 
learned Sorbonift, hath written alearned 
difcourfe concerning the latter, whereby 
he doth endeavour to proove, that itis 
not onely againft Lawes, but even contra 
aquitatem 
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equitatem naturalem, that liberi invitts pas 


rentibus fhould coutrabere matrimonia, [ub 
quorum authoritate, faith hee, @9 in quoruin 
poteftate, Natura, Scriptura, Dew, & ho- 
mines, liberos effe voluerunt. cap.8. Which 
I take the rather notice of, becaufe hee 
Jayes the blame ofall this, that it is not fo 
every whereas hee would have it, upon 
vim con{uetudine exprelly, the power and 


tyranny of cufZome: which heetreates of © 


in the thirteenth chapter. And to the 
fame power of cuftome it feemes it muft 
be imputed, that fome Nations by their 
lawes and cufLomes, have beene fo favou- 
rable to ftealers of young heires, to dif- 
ofe of them in marriage at their owne 
will, againft the will of the parents or 
guardians (of which kind of men you 
may read at large, Decr. par. il. Caufa. 
36.) contrary tothe practice of other na- 
tions, andto thedidtates of reafon; and 
a man would thinke, of common fenfe 
it felfe. 
By the Roman Lawes (at left in Trajans 
time; ) the Father, ifafenne dyed with- 
O 2 out 
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A Treatife of Vfe.and Cuffome. 
out I{fue, and inteftate (but however, hee 
was to have legitimam portionem : ) was to 
inherit , hee alone , fine diminutione 5 ne 

focium haberet hareditatis, quinon baberet 
ductus, faith “Plinie in his “Panegyrich . 
which was thought.a good reafon. For 
although according to the courfe of na- 
ture, U7 Yotum parentum , it bee more 
proper tochildren to inherit of their Fa- 
thers, then otherwife , yet twrbato ordine 
mortalitatésas the Civilians fpeake, when 
nature her felfe doth alter her courfe, and 
takes the child away before the Father, 
Cur pofterts amplior honor quam majoribus 
baberetur 2 curve retrd quog, non recurreret 
€quitas cadem? {aith Plinie; who therefore 
doth highly extoll Trajan for a Conftitu- 
tion of his to that purpofe. And Ariffotle 
upon the {ame grounds of Nature , goes 
yet further, ocx diay yo warteg antinaol, 
mares yer. That it ts not lanfull (in. point of 
right and reafon grounded upon nature:) 

for any fon upon any termes, to difinherit(ab- 
dicare,is more; but includessdifinberiting:) 
his Eather 5 though a F ather have power to 

. Dyct ae eee difinber it : 
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difiwherit bis fon, Arift. Eth. Nicom.lib.viii. 
cap:ult. Yetin {ome Countries, though 
the Sonne die never fo wealthy, and the 
Father furvive never fo poore and decaid, 
the Vncle fhall inherit before the Father, 
by reafon of a certaine Maxime in Law, 
that Hereditas defcendits non afcendity inbe- 
ritance doth defcend and not afcend, notin 
the right line that is ; but in the collateral! 
it may, elfe the Vncle alfo were exclu- 
ded. Yetis the Father granted to be nee- 
rer of blood: but nevertheles co nomine 
becaufe hee is Father, he is conceived un- 
capable. On: the other fide, that inberi- 
tance which they call jure reprefentationir, 
whereby 'the Iflue of the Eldeft fonne y 
doth inherit before the next in bloud, to 
witte the younger fonne, is Legall by the 
Civill Law, and approoved by the pra- 
ctice of moft Countreys. Yet till wichin 

thefe few yeares, it. was otherwi(e in 


France generally for many ages together, 


amongft all forts of perfons, both great 
and {mall. 


But inftances inthis kind of the diffe- 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
rence of Iudgements and opinions in 
point of right and wrong, are fo many 
and fo obviousto any man that fhall but 
conferre together the Lawes of feverall 
Countries now in force inthe principal] 
places of Europe, that one or two areas 
good as a hundred and a hundred, ifneed 
were» as ealie to bee found as one or two. 
And though fome Countries are more 
conftant in their Lawes and cuffomes , 
then fome other are; yet I know none 
that hath beene fo conftant, where divers 
things may not be obferved, once forbid- 
den and punifhable, fome ; now, legall 
and lawfull : others, now prohibited, 
which in former times were law full: ina 
word, no Nation or Countrey (neither 
Medes, nor Perfians excepted: ) where 
cancelling, reverfing , and repealing of 
Lawes, and enaGting of others much dif- 
ferent, ifnot contrary, in their placeand. 
{tead, hath not beeneufuall. I fpeake not 
this of {uch alterations onely, as have ne- 
ceflarily proceeded from alterations of 
times and circumftances : of which Ds- 
vantus 
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yvantusin his Speculo Turis, well and per- 
tinently, Nam fecundimvarietatem tempo- 
rum jura variantur humana, Et nibil pene 
in femetipfo manet, fed currit Naturamul- 
bas evolvens mutationes, quas neg, previde- 
re facile eft, neg, predicere. Therefore, di- 
cunt quidam (faith the addition there :) 
quod {cientia juris Canonici vel Civilis non 
eft propri¢ [cientia, ec. Such alterations, 
Iknow, may happen many, much diffe- 
rent one from another, though grounded 
allupon the famereafon. But I {peake it 
of fuch efpecially, as proceed from vatie- 
tie of opinions and judgements,in matter 
of right and wrong. 

“Now the power of cuffome in all thefe 
changes , alterations , differences accor- 
ding to varictie both of times and places, 
Is two-fold. 

Firft in that moftiof thefe differences 
and alterations have their beginning 
from cuffome, which by continuance doth 
not onely get the ftrength of Law, and 
goes for Law inall places , but alfocom- 
monly begets Lawes, properly fo called. 
For 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuffome. 
For that is the originall of moft Lawes in 
| moft places. -And it was both a witty 
7 | andatrue {peech of him that firft: (as I 
find in Swidas and others :) defined ex- 
ffome to bee nothing elfe, but rp0s ey¢apos, 
an unwritten Law, as on the other fide 
| Law to be és éy,¢a%or, a written cuftome : 
a fhewing thereby the difference betweene 
Law, properly fo called , and cuftome ; ve- 
ry well, though it will not hold in all. 
And thofe Lawes that are thus grounded 
upon cuffome, are thought by many as the 
moft acceptable, fothe moft naturall and 
obligatorie Lawes that are: as being not 
the invention of any one fingle man, but 
| oflong Time and experience. Dio Chry- 
ia __foftomus is very rethoricall upon this fub- 
: ject, and more rethoricall then found 
fometimes ; as when hee faith, xx2orx 5 
me Pe youors Down ns Toidy SS A@W TeOAUT Eley. (& 
} 2S, tevducioy, eASUTepav, that it more pro- 
per for men that arefree, to bee governed by 
cuf-ome . as for men that ferves by Lawes: 
whereas indeed true libertie doth con- 
fift in this, to bee {ubjeét unto reafon , 
whether 






































A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
whether commanded unto us by Lawes, 
or recommended by cu/fome. But certain- 
ly it is no new thing for any Kingdome 
to bee governed by cuffome : and of the 
two it may generally be faid, that cuftomes 
were, before written Lawes, if not in all, 
yetin moft Kingdomes. Which I obferve 
the rather , becaufe fome learned men I 
fee, are of opinion that jus confuetudina- 
rium; and confwetudo in point of Law, are 

phrafes of latter ages onely ; and particu- 

larly in England, not knowne or ufedtill 
after the conquelt of the Normans. But 
certainely jus confuetudinarium, whether. 
weelooke upon the word or thing, is of 
greater antiquitie then fo. In all Greeke 
Authors, as many as I remember , that 
write of Lawes, of vue x» G dd, Lawes 
and cuftomes goe ftilltogether. Inthe Ci- 
vill Law you fhall read, not onely de lon. 
£4 confuetudine, as partof the Law inge- 
herall . but alfo de confuetudinibus muni- 
ciptorum, of particular cuftomes of places, 
to bee kept and obferved as Law. But 
when the word confuetudo came firlt, ei- 
P ther 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuftome, 
ther more particularly to be taken profer= 
yitio feudali ( which the Civilians call 
fervitutes prediorum :) fora certaine right. 
thata Lord may challenge, anda Tenant 
is bound unto by cuffome ; Or yet more 
generally, for any Io or due of what kind 
foevers that a man hath right unto by ew- 
ftome,l am not ableto fay certainely. For 
though this ufe of the word. became 
moft frequent and ordinary fince. the 
times of Wiliam the Conqueror, yet L 
find: in fomeancienter Charters Iura 
confuetudines.in this very fenfe: as ina. 
Charter of Knutt, de Portu Sandwici, in 
thefe words, Nulluf%, omnino habet ali- 
quam con{uctudinemin dicko portus FexAnd 
among the Lawes of King Edmund, con- 
firmed by William the Conqueror, theutle 
ofone is, De ‘Baronibus, qui fuas habent 
curias © confuetudines. But whether the 
title bee as ancient, as the Law it felfe, 
may. perchance bee doubted: Iam the 
more inclinable to conceive the Latin 
con{uetudo-inthis fenfe, to bee of longer 
ftanding then fo, (then the.times of the. 
Con: 
































A Treatife of Vie apd Cuftome. 
‘Conqueror, | meane or there abouts :) be- 
caufelam fure the Greeke ceunda, is ; as 
may appeare by the Greeke Lawes and 
onftitutions : as for example, where 
cewn}cy, the cuffomes are taken and ufed 
for certaine fees (called allo xe%dparixe, 
and c»Sesvasixx :) due and payable at the 
Confecration, or, Inthronization of every 
Bifhop, Archbifhop, &c. Soe Con/ftitut. 
Novell. Iuftin. Coll. ix. tit. vi. Nov. 123. 
A Ie ceeun aby %) Cndia paver cory xopod ey 
ap enea, Dew Tey ydestory wor Emoxs rey , 
&c. Thefe fees (or cuftomes) onely weal- 
low as lawfullto bee payed by every *Bifbop, 
&c. and fo often in that one Chapter. 
And fince wee are treating of cuffome; and 
have faid fomewhat of the Latin word 
confuetudo, Ithinke it will not bee amiffe 
to examine the originall of our adopted 
Englifh cuftome. The Latin conffo hath 
two fignifications , to coaf?, and to con- 
tinue. From confto, to coaft, m being chan- 
ged into uw; is the french couffer of the 
fame fignification , from con/fo , to ton- 
tinue, it may beethat the french cou/tume 
might bee derived , ‘couffume, being in ve- 
, P2 LY 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
ry. truth nothing elfe but a continued, ox 
conftant wfe and fafhion , whatever bee 
the particular object of it. But Ithinkeit 
more probable, that it came from coufters 
to coafs. and that couffume at firft was 
properly taken for vectigal, tribute, colle, 
orimpoft money. Now becaufe matters 
ofthis nature, as tributes and impofts , are 
matters which concerne all men general- 
ly to take notice of, and fuch as goe by 
cuftome too, (In omnibus vectigalibus fere. 
conf{uetudo fhectari folet, idg, principalibus 
conftitutionibus cavetur. D.39.ti. 4.1L 4. 
f.2..)° for the moft-part: it-can bee. no... 
wonder if cuftome fromthat more proper 
fignification, cameafterwards to fignifie 
confuetudo. or couftume as wee now ufed it 
incommonfpeech. Sothe word773.in, 
Hebrew, which fignifies a meafurescom- 
monly; and fometimes tribute, is bythe. 
Rabbins at this day (as it was by the an- 
cient Hebrewes , for ought. wee know, 
though wee have no.examples of itin the 
Scriptures ;) commonly ufed for moress, 
or. confuetudo.. And that of this Hebrew. 
middab, not onely the Latin modiuss for a, 
certaing.. 


































A Treatife of V(e and Cuffome. 
certaine meafures but alfo modus ufed for 
fafbion, or cuffomesin generall is deriveds 
is out of all queftion.. And ‘therefore Ari- 
ffotle, where hetreates de jure saturali 7 
pofitivo,. (Ethic.l.v.c.7.) that right, or 
Law, whichhe cals, vomuner % 1 ceeoSnton, 
that is, that hath no ground in nature» 


but wholly depends of mens cuftomes and. 
ordinances, according to the variety both 
of times and places; hee very appolitly. 


compares wis “eres, to meafures, ¥ 1 
(faith he 2) mre zed ice Cm civnest YL oi 
Trea ered, &c. And fince Grammarians 
cannot agree about the derivation of the 
word mos fome deriving it: from meo, 
fome from modu, fome from ws, and 
fome from the Hebrew yon, [know no 
reafon why I may not more probably. 
maintainethat mos (the rather, becaule it 
isa monafyllable:) is the pure Hebrew 


py mas, which fignifies tribute. But.to » 


returne to our Englifh word againe , this 
is obfervable of it, that when it is taken 
for impoff or tolle, itis exprefled in Latin 


not by confwetudo, but cufturea properly. + 
i baat 1g ta Asis 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
as for example, Regiftri, p. 259. ina 
Breefe concerning forreigne Merchants : 
where nevertheles I muft acknowledge, 
that I doe not underftand the difference 
betweene Teloninm, which the marginall 
note faith they are free from; and cufPu- 
ma which the Breefe itfelfe charges 
upon them. For otherwife I fhould have 
thoughe that telonium and cufluma had 
beene all one ; but telonium the more 
common: And this the rather, becaufe I 
find in the Lawes of Scotland ( where the 
word cuféuma is more frequent :) teloni- 
um and cuftumam, for the fame thing. 
And thus much concerning the words 
both Englith and Latin; though much, 
yet not too much, I hope, in a Difcourfe 
concerning Cuftome. 
Secondly, whatever bee the beginning 
or occafion of thefe feverall changes , al- 
terations and differences, whether cu- 
ffome or any thing elfe ; yet herein ap- 
peares the power of cu/Zome, to be no leffe 
firange and marveilous, in thatin pro- 
cefle of time it makes all thefe differences 
and 









A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 


and alterations, though never fo contary, 
to appeare in the eyes of men, not onely 
juftihable, but even beft, {o that all men 
of all Countries doe generally like their 
owne Lawes and cuffomes., when once 
they have beeneufed unto them , belt of 


any other , and are ready, if need be, with. 


great confidence and eagernefle, to main- 
taine them to be {o again{t any gaine-fay- 
ers. Udvaw c (faith Agathias the Hifto- 
rian to this purpofe:): é 4 wy a} Spand- 


>/ ey? shag, ¢ ny ° 
OV EWOY WS EXKXSUI ox s OTeIO no2 VOWAe CH TAd= | 


/ 9 } Re \ >} 
cou veninnxon enrGioroayey, toro dv Pisa 
Mpowuvtay 4, Savery. This ts apparantly com- 


mon to all the mations of the earth, that what- 


law or cuftome foever theyhave beene long 


ufed untos they preferre before any otber, 


ana deeme them very excellent: Which 


made Herodotus, that ancient Hiftorian,. 


to blame Camly(es King of Perfia, very 


much, not as uncivill onely, but even as. 


amad man. inthathee fo freely and tart- 
ly derided the cu/Bomes and fafhions whe: 
ther Civill or facred of other Countries, 
which were deare unto them, and in their 
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A'Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
judgement very plaufible. And why any 
man or nation fhould arrogate fo much 
unto themfelves, as to condemne and de- 


tide fo freely and peremptorily whatfoe- 


ver was contrarie to their owne cuffomes, 
20 nomine becaufe contrary to their owne, 
though practized and approoved by o- 
ther men and Nations, by nature equally 
reafonable., Herodotus, it feemes, faw no 
reafon. Now that men generally thinke 
beft of their owne fafhions and cuftomes, 
be they never fo contrary, Herodotus doth 
fhew,by relating-atriall that Darius made 
of it, co fatisfie himfelfe, which was this: 
The Indians , thofe that were properly 
called (‘alatians, had a cuftome to eat their 


‘Parents and friends after their deaths : 


whereas the Grecians did ufe to burne 
them : both thefe being equally contrary 
co the Perfians , who of the two proba- 
bly, would fooneft have beene perfwa- 
ded to eate their dead, then to burne 
them, which could not bee without pro- 
phaning that which they accounted moft 
holy,.to wit, fire. Darivs therefore, firft 


fends 









A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
fends for fome Grecians, and asked them 
by themfelves what they would take 


(and he was well able to give it, though 


they had asked many thoufands, ) to‘eat 
their Parents when they fhould bee dead. 
They anfwered, they would not doe it 
for. the wealth of the World. Then hee 
fent for thofe Indians, and propofed unto 
them likewife upon what terme they 
would beecontentto burne theirs. The 
very mooving whereof offended them fo 
much, and feemed fo prodigious, that in 
ftead of an anfwer, they humbly be- 
fought, he would forbeare fuch horrible 
fpeeches unto them : and fo were difmif- 
fed. Soetrueisthat of Pindarus (addes 
‘Herodotus:) that véuos that is, cuffome; is 
an Vatverfall Monarchs or King of al. 
This of Herodotus, puts mee in mind of 
a ftrange euffome once practized , andin 
great requelt among the great ones of Ex- 
rope; which wasthis: If a Prince dyed 
out of his Countrey, they would chop 
his body in feverall pieces, and boyle 
themina kettle or fome fuch veffell till 
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all the flefh came from the bones; and fo 
fend his bare bones to bee buried in his 
owne Countrey. Bonifaciw the eight, 
| {peaking of it, cals it, deteflande feritate 
i abuf{um, morem horribilem, Deo abominabi- 
. lem, bominibus abborrendums immanem, im- 
| pium, crudelem,@c. and if it were foin- 
deed, a man might wender how Princes 
and Great men of that age cameto bee fo 
farre in love with it , as to take order be- 
fore hand (as we read of divers , and par- 
ticularly of one of our Edwards, King of 
England; in Froiffard :) in their life time, 
that they might bee fo ufed after their- 
death: but that the fame Bonifacius tels. 
us plainely, that it was, vitio confuetudi- 
nis, that they were bewitcht to that mind 
and opinion of theirs. And notto goe 
from this very {ubject of the dead, who 
would not wonder, that Ancient Hea- 
thens, having forborne (and detefted, I 
may fay of many of them :): the ripping 
i of humane dead bodies as inhumane , 
a cruell, and barbarous , (which is the rea- 
a fon that neither Hippocrates, Ariftotlesnor: 
Gallens 
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Gallen; though great, yea incomparable 


naturalifts otherwife, never faw, as many 


learned men are of Opinion , any dead 
bodies diffeéted :) that now in our dayes 
the fame thing amongft us Chriftians is 
ordinarily praétized , and is neither mat- 
ter of wonder nor of {candall unto any . 
though fometimes it bee done ina moft 
unbefeeming manner, and all manner of 
perfons admitted unto it, without refpea 
_atall of that Divine fabrick, which Saint 
Chryfoftome , as remember, faithin one 
placeis much reverenced by the Angels 
of heaven themfelves | in honour to 
Chrifts body , and his bleffed Incarna- 
tion. 

The power of cuftome then by thefe 
and the like inftances s asin things natu- 
rall, fo in Civill alfo, being granted to be 
very great ; the next thing that wee are to 
confider, is) Whether wee fhall grant it 
fuch power, asthat it can make, if not all 
things, yet any thing at any time, which 
is rightin reafon or by nature, to become 
Wrong, actually in point of practice , and 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuftome. 
on the other fide, that which reafon and 
nature of themfelves are again{t , to be- 


come if not laudible, yet ‘allowable, and 


juftifiable fometimes : that is in effect, 
whether right and wrong are by uature 
truely, and fo abfolutely immutable and 
invariable , or otherwife. To this we an-- 
{wer , 

Firft, That as there is nothing truly na+ 
turall that is notin fome fort rational (if 
not as capableof reafon, yet as the effect of 
rea{on, infummo gradu that is,God., and 
forationall;) Soethereis nothing trnue- 
ly rationall, that is not as truely naturall, 
bothin regard of God, the eternall and 
infinite canfe of all things , and in regard 
of men, whom God by nature hath made 
rationall. Whatfoever therefore is groun= 
ded upon reafon, is truely and abfolute- 
ly naturall. And fo is the morall Law; 
which treates. of humane vertues, and 
vices: and therefore altogether. and.in- 
dubitably naturall. 

Thefe words nature and naturall, are 
moft fhamefully miftakenand confouns 
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A Treavife of Vle and Cuffome. 
ded by {ome Chriftians thathave treated 
of this fubjec, to wit, concerning ver- 
tues and vices natural ; which have made 
them to fall into deteftable opinions, ¢- 
ven fuch as Civill Heathens themfelves 
would have abhorred in other heathens. 
Toinftance. in one; “Pontus Hunterus of 
Delfein Flanders; in his de libera hominu 
nativitates feu liberit -natalibus, cap. 2.3. 
4. haththefe words; Ilud vero liberum 
populis omnibus (exceptis Chriftiants: ) le- 
ges cum Natura reliqueresuxores ¢ fangut- 
ne juni acciperent. Nam hac quog, res, 
Legis eft,non natura: ac quihec fepta tran- 
filiunts non in naturam, fed contra leges pec- 
cant. Nullum enim nature a rerum Creato- 
ve datum-eft, ad animalium generationen 
impedimentums. modo diverfi inter [e fexus, 
fanis corporibus conveniant. Non illa Ma- 
tnem (horrefco referens:) nec Sororem ; fed 
pudor, verecundias ac honeftas legibus orna- 
te, rejiciunt : fanguinem non-borret, Oc. 
This man, asappeares by what followes; 
takes mature here, and fo im all this his 
Dilcourle, for Natura vegetativa, and na- 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuftome. 
tura fenfitiva only , asthough there were 
no fuch thing in rerum natura as natura 
rational. Wis rule therefore how wee 
may know things that are contra naturamy 
is by the prefent manifeft inconvenience, 
that enfues to our naturall healths or 
lives, by thofe things. So that by him if 
a man cut his fathers throat, or rip his 
owne mother, as Nero did, and fleepe 
nota whit the worfe; nor have the worfe 
ftomacke to his meate for it, hee doth 
not crimen contra naturam committere. And 
this is that Natura, which in another 
place hee cals them prudentes that obey, 
notwithftanding any lawes to the contta- 
rie. Imuftconfeffe heis notthe firft that 
hath taken mature in this fenfe. For by 
thofe words Lex nature, fome under- 
ftand ina ftri@ fenfe , that law properly 
which iscommon unto rational! and ir- 
rationall creatures , that is, unto men and 
beafts. Inthis fenfe they fay, that Pro- 
prium bonum appetere , Vim vi repellere : 
and the like, is de lege nature. But it is 
one thing to {peake of the law of nature, 
as 































A Treatife of Vie and C uftome. 
asitiscommon (though in this fenfethe 
word Law, is not {o proper neither:) to 
all naturall creatures, and another thing 
to difpute of that Law, whichis naturall 
unto man properly, who by nature is ra- 
tionall. Inft fo fome Heathen Nations 
of old, as Herodotus relates, thought they 
might lye together in their temples , be- 
caufe they faw that birds , and other 
dumbe creatures, that were kept inthem 
for facrifices, did it freely ; whence they 
inferred that ic was not unnaturall, and 
therefore not difpleafing to their Gods , 
and the reafon of this their inference, He- 
rodotus Sivess voutCorres (faith he: ) ai Spa= 
Ts €1) xxIney> arra xiwee, becaule they 
prefumed that men and brute beafts, are 
all of one and the fame nature: which he 
for his part thought very abfurd. And 
certainely what Saint Jude ff peakes of 
fome, wee may conclude of all men ge- 
nerally , that dow quaxdc de Ce! wAgVAL Cale 
Crrictuy rey, cy tH 10U6 PHe ovr, Ifmen though 
rationall by nature, will confine them- 
{elves to that naturall knowledge, which 
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A Treatife of Vfeand Cuffome. 
is Common to unreafonable creatures as” 
well as ro reafonable, they muft needs 
leade a brutifh life. I hope I may fay 
without offence, that the ancient Stoicks 
were farre better Chriftians then fo, who 
maintaining that mans happineffe did 
confit, inalife according to Nature, have 
written fo many accurat tracts and dif- 
courfes, to proovethat all vertues (and a=. 
i mong the em pudor 5 verecundia, honeftas.. 
| which this Huaterus doth moft falfly op- 

1 of unto Nature:) are naturall unto: 
. man. They that defire further {atisfaéti-: 
ia on in this point, let them read Saint Chry- 
_ foftome , who in divers places of his 
7 workes,, but efpecially in his Homilies 
ad pop. Antioch. handles it at large, proo- 
ving by many reafons , arguments and 
pregnant inftances , that the kno wena 
of tl hel Morall Law, of, A -wolois Tey KKAG 
x5) Toy & TOOUTEN 4 1S by niaieinss 

Secondly , Whatfover commeth with- 
inthe compatle of reafon, properly, be- 
longing a as properly to the law of na- 
ture, it ‘mutt needs fol low, thatthelaw. 
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of nature extends of it felfe very farre . 
though men through the naturall, or ra- 
ther (to {peake more properly and phy- 
lofophically >) unnaturall corruption of 
their underftanding, apprehend it notin 
its full extent. Now whatfoever falls 
within the compaffe either of reafon , or 
of the law of nature, is of itfelfe immu- 
table. 

Naturalia jura ----femper firma, & im- 
mutabilia permanent . Soe faith the Civill 
Rom. Law , and (0 all writers generally. 
Ariffotle onely excepted, who ina place 
feemes to fay the contrary ; to wit, that 
Some naturall lawes are mutable. His 
words are, Some becaufe they fee GC Sirsa 
xwewwr, lawes and judgements concer- 
ning that which is juft and right, fo diffe- 
rent and fo variable; are of opinion that 
nothing is right or juftin nature, but by 
opinion onely. “But this t not generally 
true, faith hee ; but in pare it #. For how- 
ever among the Gods it may very well be, 
that that which is naturally juft and 
right,is altogether invariable : yet among 
us 
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us men, 23 du a x died xnav. 8 pao’ TOs 
mee. Sts ICE 6¢4 Gi (A ' oded TH 4 i Quod, 
ome part of that law which @ by nature, w 
aturally mutable : and [ome part of itsts not. 
here firft it is to be obferved, that Ari- 
' féotle doth diftinguifh betweene Lurana- 
turaliay as not being all ( in regard of 
men:) of one nature. And fo farte we: 
follow Ariffotle. For itis well obferved 
by Thomas Aquinas, that there are fome 
Tura naturalia, which may be called fun- 
damentalia, or principalia;becaufe evident 
of themfelves unto humane reafon. O- 
thers as it were fecundaria, becaufe not fo: 
apparant unto man, but elicible, or de- 
monftrable from thofe fundamentals: by: 
humane ratiocination. The former I fu 
pofe are they that Ariffotle would have 
immutable, but the latter not fo, Some 
interpret Arifpotle , as though hee had 
meant no’ more then this , that de fatto. 
fome Iura naturaliaare changed or Vio- 
lated among men, though de jure, or na- 
tura [uay immutable , becaufe of thofe 
words of his, though happily? in regard of the 
Gods 
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Gods themfelves immutable. But that this 
could not bee his meaning, may appeare; 
firft, becaufe hee faith , fome onely are 
mutable, not all. Whereas there beeno 
jura fundamentalia,but de faéo are viola- 
ted, not onely by particular men, but al- 
fo by whole nations, as may eafily ap- 
peare tothem, that fhall perufe the Au- 
thors whom wee have before mentio- 
ned. Secondly, by that inftance that hee 
_ brings of things naturall , wherein Na- 
ture itfelfe, feemes to be unconftant un- 
to herfelfe. The right hand, faith hee, is 
by nature the ftrongeft, and fo it is in 
moft men , yet in fome itis notfo. But 
more of his meaning, by and by. 
Thirdly , Naturall reafon being gran- 
ted, bythe fall of man, much impaired 
and vitiated | it is no wonder if all men 
reaonable by nature, doe not now agree 
upon the Iura naturalia, and it ought to 
bee {ufficient unto any reafonable man, to 
fatistie him, that thofe jurathat are fo cal - 
led, aretruely naturalia, that moft men 
and nations (though notall :) that are ci- 
Senate R2 vilzed 
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A Treatife of Vie and Cuffome. 
vilized both by their praétice, and their 
opinions, determine them to be fo. 

As for example, Some nations (civili- 
zed in other things it cannot be denyed :) 
allowed of theft, fome of adultery or for- 
nication ; fome made no {crupule of in- 
ceft ; what then ? Moft other nations 
have condemned them for it ; and abftai- 
ned from thefe themfelves , as being a- 
gainft Nature. That is enough to fhew 
that they were things againft nature in- 
deed ; and enough to make any man in- 
excufable in the eyes of God that makes 
any queftion of it. The extravagancie of 
fome men, upon this fubjeét, makes mee 
the more earneft herein. For wheteas in 
reafon , what is allowed by. the moft , 
fhould bee adfcribed unto nature 3 and 
that which by fome is practifed to the 
contrary , to the corruption of nature 
partly ; (which Mufonius the Stoick >in 
Stobaus cals, % 270 zreySwv Abed Depery du 
nists Seepeey:) and partly to the power 
of long cuffome ( tanta eff corruptela male 
con{uesudinis ut ab ed tanquam igniculi ex- 
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tinguantur a natura dati, exorianturgZ 7 
confirmentur contraria vitia, as Tullie very 
wellin a place:) Some goea quite con- 
trary courfe. What they find practifed 
by fome, they take to bee naturall ; and 
the contrary, though there be a major part 
for it, they ad{cribe unto the power of 
cuftome. Inceft isa thing that true nature 
doth abhorre as much as any thing. and 
as many good reafons, I dare under- 
take, may bee given to proove the unna- 
turalneffe of it, as for any thing that is ge- 
nerally acknowledged moft unnaturall. 
And if we may beleeve fome ancient Hea- 
thens, men ofno {mall anthoritiein the 
world, as A4riffotle and others, even a- 
mong the brutes, fome of the more gene- 
rous abhorre it naturally. Yetan outian- 
difh writer of Effayes in his long dif- 
courfe of cuftome would perfwade us 
that all difference and fcrupulufnes in 
this kind proceeds rather from cu/tome, 
then nature ; bringing this among many 
other particulars, as an argument of the 
power of exffome among men. Many an- 
R 3 clent: 
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cient Heathen Philofophers.I muft needs: 
fay, {hewed themfelves farre wifer men, 
who though they had no certaine know- 
ledge (as they could not without revela- 
tion:) ofthe fall of man, yet from this 
very thing, becaufe they faw many men 
every where, yea fome whole nations , 
make no con{cience atall of fome things 
which they faw by the eye of reafon 
were certainely againft nature, concly- 
ded that of certainty, the naturall reafon 
and underftanding of man,had had a fall. 
1 though how or when, they could not tell, 
Many pregnant paflages out of Plato , 
“Plutarch, Hierocles » Plotinus, Proclus , 
and others might bee produced heere to 
that purpofe, if need Were, and had not 
already upon other occafions beene ob. 
ferved and treated of , (all, or mo of 
them :) by others: And all of them a- 
greein this, chat in man himflelfe is the 
caufe of this his fall, or blindnefle of his 
underftanding , not in him that made 
him. Even hee that erreth (in matter of 
life and pradtife :) againft bts will, ts im- 
pious 
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pious , in that hee difagreeth from the nature 
ofthe Vaiverfe, iPopuaz 4d aesdrndd ade 
DP Duores, wy a Ly noes dy clos Te bet yew Sfoem 
rely Te Lbdy So tev &ndav. For Na- 
ture bad furnifbt him at fir ft with certaine in- 
ftinéts, prenotions and opportunities, by the 
helpe whereof hee might bave attained to the 
knowledge of truth : which having negletted, 
bence it t that hee ts now not able to difcerne 
that which ws falfe from that which is true : 
faith another, (aHeathentoo:) notin- 


feriour to any of thofe, whom I have 
named. 


Fourthly, Asin things naturall, fome: 


things to ferve the nature of the vniverfe, 
forget and forgoe fometimes their owne 
particular nature , and are never more na- 
turall in a general] fenfe, then when they 
are fo unnaturall unto themfelves, par- 
ticularly . (fo the water to prevent a ba- 


cuum, Which nature abhorreth, afcends ; 


and the like : ) Somuft wee conceive in 
things Civill | a-fubordination Turin 
naturalium. and of reafon unto rea- 
fon. 

| og 
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A Treatife of Vfe and Cuffome. 
[tis not again{t reafon then, that fome 
things which confidered in themfelves 
areagain{t reafon, fhouldina higher and 
mere generall confideration , proove 
warrantable by reafon. Even by our 
lawes, fomethings, (fay our Lawyers:) 
may bee done warrautably fora publike 
good, though contrary to the Lawes o- 
therwife. Legally therefore in regard of 
the Lawes, and their generall endsthough 
illegally, becaufe againft the exprefle te- 
nor of fome particularlaw. So the Civill 
Law too, telsus of acertaine Ius fingula- 
re, quod contra tenors rationem introductum 
eff. and allowes of it. It were neither ; 
neither Ius, nor allowable by law, if it 
were againft all reafon, though it bee 
granted againftfome. I am perfwaded , 
this is it, and nothing elfe, that made A- 
riftotle fay, (as wee have noted before :) 
that quedam juranaturalia, were mutabi- 
lia: but his termes are dangerous, and 
therefore to be avoided. It is one of the 
fundamentall principles of all Common- 
wealths , Salus populi ; fuprema lex effo. 
How 
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How farre a man may go pro falute popu- 
li, contra tenorem ration, is difputed at 
large, by them that have written de Iuri- 
bus Dominationis, whether Monarchice, 
Ariftocratice., ot Democratice. Some are 
too nice ; and fome goe too farre, but 
there is no queftion, but fomewhat there 
is, that may bee done inthis kind ; both 
by the Lawes of God and of men, .allow- 
able ; and warrantable by found reafon. 
Now cuftome being athing of great force 
in a body politick, as well as in a body 
naturall, and of much importance every 
‘way, either to the peace or difturbance of 
any Commonwealth; if any thing may 
bee done at any time rationally, contra te- 
norem rationir ; itisin point of cuftome e- 
(pecially. Therefore Thomas Aquinas , 
where hee undertakes to proove (which 
hee doth very learnedly and folidly,) that 
les and ratio are all one; yet when hee 
comes tothe point of cuftome, hee is put 
to a fortes not knowing well how to de- 
termine it. Si autem adbuc maneat ratios 
eadem, faith he, propter quam prima lex in- 
utiles 
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autilis erat , non confuetudo legem, fed lex 
confi wetudinem vincit. N if forte propter boc 
foluminutilts lex videatur > quoniam non eft 
pofibilu fecundum confuetudinem patria. 
qué erat una de conditionibus legu. Dif fiei- 
le eff enim conf{uetudinem multitudinis re- 
movere. Of many cuftomes therefore wee 
may belly fay, that the unfeafonable al- 
tering.of them is againft reafon, though 
confidered in themfelves they be granted 
to bee not reafonable. And herein is moft 
true, and applyable t that Greeke fentence, 
orrather Oracle, 7 axinre em 204); not 
eafily to attempt the ftirring of thofe 
things , which cannot bee ftirred with- 
out much ftirring ; and as much hazzard, 
as tiring. The reafon is given by Au- 
guftus In Dio, Ta 4d cH Gere wore, ALY 
repo 9 ; Hh rumpopearrees Tw) él rssvormssayieor, 
Xaly Berttee dbx, boty. Thofe things {aith he, 
that long continue in one and the [ame fate. 
areto be preferred before thofe that are ever 
upon changing » though it bee for the beft in 
all likelihood. Wee fee that moft things 
enjoy their happineffe in their reft ; but 
above 
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above all things, ic muft needs bee more 
proper unto effates (fo called from their 
ftabilitie :) to bee happy in their fetled 
confiftence and permanencie ; as being 
liker unto ftages and pageants, then /lates 
truely , when alwayes mooving and 
changing. And befides, not onely the 
happy being of an eftate; ‘bus the very be- 
ing of it doth depend of its ftabilitie, 
inthiskind. For rebus nove fludere hath 
alwayes beene both the marke and the 
refuge of ill affected malecontents, who 
have no other hopes to raife their ruined 
fortunes, but by the ruines of the prefent 
eftate that they live in. Aleybiades therfore 
in Thucydides vi. {aid well, Toy at Specuy 
LOCpaA este 7878s efit ol ay TG moodar nh 
ol x Ly Vo, OMGIS y hee. % 4 syeip co M, WUC Ta Pépoos ToO— 
AirSuoe «That digi governement is {a- 
feft, to the Commonwealth, that apply 
themfelves as much as they can to the 
prefent Lawes and cuffomes, though they 
bee not altogether fo good of themfelves. 
In this fenfe muft Saint Gregory the Pope 
his words bee underftood , where hee 
$2 feemes 
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feemes to adfcribe unto cuffomea power 
to make things that are bad in themfelves 
to become juft and legall. His words 
are; Si praverei aditus antequam diw pa* 
te(cat, non clauditur, ufu fit latior ; 9 erit 
confuetudine licitum , quod ratione conftat 
effe provibitum, Greg. Reg. Epiff. 1. vii. 
£nd. ii. ep. 120, : 

Another confideration that fhould 
make mee the more averfe from altering 
old cuffomes is, becaufe the reafon of 
fome , though grounded at firft upon 
fome weightie confideration, cannot e- 
qually appeare atall times, thofe incon- 
veniences happily, which in former ages 
gave occafion to fuch and fuch cuffomes 
being now remooved, and perchance 
forgotten. Therefore faith the Civill 
Law, Now omnium que a majoribwus confti- 
tuta funt, ratio reddi poteft ; Et ideo ratio: 
nes corum, Jc. Lremember what anfwer 
fome Furkes made, as it is reported by 
Busbequiw in his Epiftles, being asked 
the reafon of a certaine cu/fome of theirs, 
which feemed very fenfles, to wit, Eris 
their: 
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their forefathers had done it of old; and 
as they beleeved, not without reafon , 
though nownot knowne unto them as 
they ingenuoufly confefled.. I will not 
commend this fora good anfwer to all 
things , God forbid: In fome things I 
thinke it may hold-very well. If a Furke 
(to inftance in fome particular : ) fhould 
aske a. Chriftian , why when any doth 
{nize in our prefences (as itis practized 
in moft places of Europe:) wee pray to 
God to bleffe them, or to that purpofe ; well 
might hee anfwer, that our Chriftian 
forefathers have done it of old, and that 
long before them their Gentill forefathers 
had ufed it, but the reafon,how,and why 
it firft began, neither Chriftians-nor Gen- 
tiles can certainely tell us, though divers 
both Gentiles of old; (as A4riftotle &c.) 


and Chriftians fince have written: of ity. 


and have done their ucmoftto find it out. 
And now'that it hath beene folong pra- 


Gized inthe World, I fhould, Fmuft-con-. 
feffe, bee one of them that fhould make: 
con{cience to takeit away,-though Imutt: 
ee Sy acknow=- 
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acknowledge withthe reft, that the tea- 
fon, or beginning, is unknowne-unto 
mee. If therefore the reafon of many 
Lawes and cuftomes though very good 
and warrantable, and perchance neceffa- 
rie, bee fuch nevertheles that cannot bee 
found out but by timeand experience ; 
It cannot be fafe to refolve upon the alte- 
ration of any long continued ‘Law or 
cuftome, though wee can give. no rea- 
fon for it, but after long and mature de- 
liberation. | 

For thefe feverall refpeats, it cannot be 
thought amiffe or unreafonable, that all 
Lawes and cuffomes fhould by them, that 
are fubject unto them, generally be main- 
tained (in a civill refpeét, at leaft :) to bee 
juftand reafonable. And truely , what- 
ever may bee alledged againft them con- 
fidered in themlelves, yet in this refped 
they may be juft and reafonable, if they 
bee not partiall, but extend indifferently 
unto all, that is, juftin the execution, or 
application , though not in their nature. 
But befides, ific bee not fitto fay untoa 


King, 
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Kings (be henever fo bada King :) thou 
art wicked ; and to Princes, yee are ungodly, 
lob 34.18. Why fhould not fo much te- 
{pect be due to any Law or cu/fome from 
them, (as I {aid before :) that are fubject 
unto them, who owe their peace and {a- 
fetie (next unto God and the King :) to 
their protection, as that it fhould not bee 
lawfull for them to vilifie them, and o- 
penly to declaime againft them? Cicero 
faith well, Vt ex medicind nibil oportet pu- 
tare profici{ct , nif quodad corpore utilita- 
tem |pecat ; fica Legibus nihil convenit ar- 
bitrari , nifi quod Reipubl. conducat (and 
that is as much asifhe had faid, nif, quod 
juftum eff, and there is the fame reafon 
for both :) profici{ci. However it may 
not be doubted by any man thar is wife, 
that there bee many Lawes and cuftomes 
in all countries , which though they bee 
well tolerated and continued for the 
peace and fafetie of the publickey yet can- 
not bee practized by particular men, (as 
fatre forth as they may avoydit:) with a 
good confcience, and without great peril 
to: 
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to their fouls.as being of themlelves moft 
unreafonable. And therefore the fame 
Tullie, who before did teach us, how we 
may judge and {peake of Lawes civilly ; 
elfewhere inftructing how to judge, ac- 
cording totruth, faith very folidly, Sts/- 
rifsimum eft, exiftimare omnia jufta effe 
que fita [unt in populorum inftituses aut le- 
gibus: to beleeve that every Law or cu- 
ffome, that is in force and rigidly ftood 
upon in every countreys is therefore juft 
and good, is abfolutely to beleeve with 
the Epicureans and the like, (whom we 
have before {pokenof :) thatreafon, and 
Iuffices is not a matter of truth and reali- 
tie, but of meere opinion and conceit. 
And it muft needs follow, quod fr populo- 
rum jwfrissfi principum decretts, fi fententiv 
judicum juraconftituerentur, jus effet latro- 
cinari, jw adulterare, jus teftamenta falfa 
fupponere, i7c. as the fame Author very 
wellin another place of the fame booke. 
Thefe commendations therefore, that or- 
dinarie Lawyers of every countrie give 
ufually.to their owne proper lawes and 
cuftomess 
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cuftomes, muit cauteloutfly be underftood, 
or elfe they are very dangerous. Though 
fome of them fpeake plainely enough 
fometime ; as that incomparable Lawyer 
and Philologift Cujaciw, of the cuffomes 
of France,though refined and reformed a- 
gaine and againe. divers whereof he doth 
acknowledge to bee grounded upon the 
errors of former Lawyers» though pre- 
tended to be right and juft of themfelves. 

‘To which purpofe alfo I underftand 
(with {ubmifsion to himfelfe , and his 
interpretation: ) the (Cujacius of this 


Iland, in his Notes upon Forte(cw, that 


the divers opinions of Interpreters procee- 
ding from the weakenelfe of mans reafon and 
the feverall conveniences of divers States, 
have made thofe limitations which the Law 
of nature hathfuffered, very different. And 
hence it #, (7c. Sure lam, that long be- 
fore either ofthem, Tertullian taught us, 
that the ground of many cw/Fomes, is ei- 
ther ignorance or fimplicitie His words 
are; confuetudo initium ab aliqua ignoran- 
tia vel fimplicitate fortita, in ufum per [uc- 

yaa cefvionem 
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cefsionem corroboratur, de virgin. vel.c. t. 
Hee might-have added. (which is added 
by others: ) another ground of many 
Lawes and cuffomes, which is, wilfullin- 
juttice, and want of a good con{cience, 
the rareft thing of the world, though no- 
thing bee more commonly pretended. It 
doth therefore much concerne every par- 
ticular man, ( them efpecially that take 
upon them to bee men of judgement and 
underftanding :) as not to controle the 
received Lawes and cuffomes of their 
countries, the alteration whereof belon- 
geth not untothem: Soto underftand as 
neere.asthey mays what Lawes and cy- 
{tomes are abfolutely good and warranta- 
ble in themfelves ; and which are tole- 
rated and maintained onely for the peace. 
and concord of the Commonwealth. 
Here therefore is a maine difference to be 
made, betweene thofe things chat the 
Law doth command; and doth oblige us 
unto; and thofe things, which if wee 
doe, the Law doth allow, but not com- 
mand: betweene thofe things that wee 
| doe: 
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doeas good fubjects unto the King and 
his Lawes ; and thofe that wee doe of 
our owne inclination , taking the advan- 


tage of the Law. What Chrift once {aid 


unto his Difciples , If your righteoufneffe 
exceed not the righteoufnes of the Scribes and 
Pharifes, (the ftrideft men for their old 
lawes and cuflomes that ever were :) you 
ball never enter into the Kingdome of Hea- 
yen; is in this fenfe applyable unto all 
- men, Such aLegall life,will never bring 
them unto Heaven. Therefore the Ca- 
nonifts teach us that confuetudo may libe- 
rare a penis civilibus indeed ; but cannot, 
a penu gebenna ; if in itfelfe it bee un- 
confcionable and unreafonable. And 
they are not the Canonifts onely, that 
teach us this doctrine but even our owne 
Lawyers , that have taken the greateft 
paines to uphold the credit, and main- 
taine the Iuftice of our Lawes. Many un- 
learned perfons (faith one of them:) be- 
leeve that it is lawfull for them to doe with 


goodcon{eience all things, which if they doe 
D2 them 
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them, they fhall not bee punifbed therefore by 
the Law, though the Law doth not warrant 
them, (7c. and fo goes on, fetting downe 
for example fome particular cafes ; of 
thofe things which aconfcionable Chri. 
ftian.is bound unto, to fave his foule though 
bee cannot be compelled unto it by the Law, 
D', and Stud. lib. 1.c.19. And in fuch cafes 
(faith the fame Author in another place:) 
he ts in confcience as well bouna if he will fave 
his foule ; as hee weres if hee were compelled: 
thereto by the Law,i7c. If there bee not 
then befidestthe Law ef the Land, a law 
of reafon and con{cience to regulat our’ 
actions by, we are certainely butin bad. 
cafe, in point of eternall {alvation. 


—J Aving treated hitherto (in this {e- 
cond part::) of the Varietie , firft . 
then.of the power and validitie of cu- 
flome in things civill. ic will not be im- 
proper that Ladde fomewhat of words 
alfo, and-of the power that cuftome hath. 
in 
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in. matter of words and fpeeches. For 
though many men for want of know- 
ledge and experience , thinke that words 
are but wind, and therefore account no 
fubject that is about words, to bee very 
materiall, or worthy the ftudie of a feri- 
ous man, yet wifer men know full well 
that in very truth, there is nothing that 
fecceth men on worke fo much, or cau- 


feth fo much ftirre in the World, as words, 
meere words doe,and have alwayes done; 
that words have beene the occafion of ma-- 


ny warres, by which many great Cities 
and Countries have beene overthrowne.. 


that words have caufed: bloudy ftrifes 


and perfecutions even in the Church; not 
words onely as they were intended , and. 
fhould have beene underftood, but even. 


miftaken through ignorance. It was once. 
faid:offome ancient Philofophers, Seutit 
idem Arifto, quod Xenocrates, quod Arifto- 
teles.. loquitur alio modo, ex.hac autem non 
rerum, fed verborum difcordid , controver- 
fia nata eft, 7c. A happy thing it were 
for the World, that words were well un- 
| Te. 3 derftood 
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derftood every where , and all Asysueriay, 
AeTMoaAsyal, THUR ge alt {trifes and conten- 
tions about words quite taken away. But 
that will not beeas long asthe World in- 
dures . it is in vaine to wilhie: ; though 
notto wifh it, be the pare of either an ig- 
norants oruncharitable man. But I have 
nothing to doe with words here, but as 
cuftome, my prefent fubject, hath to ‘doe with 
them: to wit, to fhew the power of cu- 
ffome upon words, and fome remarkable 
effeéts of this power. 

A. Gellius faith wellin a place, confue- 
tudo omnium rerum domina, [ed maximeée 
verborum ; and Qwintilian yet more fully, 
that confuetudo eff certifcima loquendi ma- 
Liftra, utendum4, plane [ermone, ut numo cui 
publica forma eff: and againe, Ridiculum= 
malle fermonem quo locuti [unt homines 
quam quo loquuntur, <S fane quid eff aliud 
vetmlermo, quam vetus loquenizi confuetu- 
do? So Horace, and divers others, who 
allagreein this, that vvords and all right 
(peaking goes by cuffome. and whereas 
iv other things cuffome ( as hath beene 


fhewed :) 
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fhewed :) isan ufurper upon right , here 
her foveraigntie is acknowledged to bee 
naturall , rightand cuffome in matter of 
words and language, being in the judge- 
ment, of wifeltmen, but one thing for 
the moft part. Now therefore to {peake 
of it fomewhat more diftinatly. 

Firft, cuffome makes vvords that were 
but founds before, to bee vvords, that iss 
to fignifiefomewhat. As for example it 
makesthe found, that thofe three letters, 
G.o. and d. being put cogether,doe make, 
to fignifie unto us of this nation , the 
Lord and maker of all things. For of 
itfelfe vvhy thefe three letters fhould re- 


prefent {uch a thing, thereis no ground in 


nature ; butcu/Pome. It is true, the Stoicks 
of old were of another opinion, and it 
became. a great controverfie among Phi- 
lofophers, vvhether vvords wvere 7 gud, 
by nature : or 7 Sod, by impofition at plea- 
fure. Origis, in few vvords , ftates the 
queftion thus ; Ariffoteles fentit pofitu 
nomina, Stoici putant Natura effe indita, 
imitantibus primis editis ‘vocibus res ipfas 
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ad quis? nomina impofita fint : qua rati- 
one 7 Etymologias inducunt. And A. Gel- 
lius tothe fame purpole, Nomina verbag, 
non pofita fortuito,fed quadam vi UW ratio- 
ne nature facta effe. <P. Nigidim in Gram- 
maticts Commentariis docets rem fane tp 
Philofophiae differtationibus celebrem. Que- 
ri enim folitum apud philofopbos Quoq 7 010- 
ware fint, nod, &c. Saint Auguftine 
handles it at large in his de Dialectica, to 
whomand to Gellius I referre them that 
would know more of it. Hereupon the 
Stoicks did earneftly beftirre themlelves 
to find out and penetrat into the Etymo- 
logie of every word, and to fhevv the 
reafon of it in nature , but to fpeake truths 
their labour tended rather to make fport 
unto the idle, then to give fatisfaétion 
unto the foberly curious. Yet the Steicks 
were tolerable in comparifon of fome 
both of old and of late too, who have 
proceeded further , laying this for their 
foundation, that vvords and fyllables are 
of great power and efficaciey and have 
(fome fay: ) I know not what affinitie 
and 
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and hidden correfpondence with ftarres 
and planets. Hereupon fome by a cer- 
taine art which they call cvudutdav and 
suiryqoudutqev, undertake in the name of e- 
very man, to read his fortune, and to 
foretell great matters. I could not but 
mention {uch , comming foin my way. 
but I will no more then mention them, 
their opinions being fo apparantly ab- 
furd. Butvvhy then doth Ariffotle, vvho 


determines it fo peremptorily , that Quod. 


T duo cecty Cty, that no words are by na- 
ture, in many places ftand upon words 
fo much himfelfe, and examinetheir Ety- 
mologies focarefully ? To this I fay, that 
though generally vvords goe by cuffome, 
yet fometimes they may beefaid to bee 
from nature, or naturall in fome fenfe, 
that is, fet of purpofe to fet out unto us 


the nature of {uch and {uch athing. There 


be many vvords of that nature, it cannot 
be denyed , in fome languages more then 
others . but in all, fome, and inthis cafe, 
to underftand the right Etymologie ofa 
yvord, conduces much to the underftan- 
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ding of thethingitfelfe. Ofthe nature of 
it meane; but nocto foretell, or forefee 
by it any thing future , not more then can 
bee knowne by the naturall knowledge 
ofthe thing itfelfe. Some vvords againe 
may bee called naturall, becaufe they doe 
when they are uttered and pronounced 
imitate the nature of the thing itfelfe, 
which they fignifie. So for example 
when wee fay in Latin, eri tinnitum, e-. 
quorum hinnitum, ovium balatum, tubarum 
clangorem , ftridorem catenarum, “Per fpi- 
cts, faith Saint Auguftine , hac verba ita 

fonares ut res que hu verbu fignificantur. 
So moft of them that they call voces ani- 
malium proprie ; forthe moft part, both 
inGreeke and Latin are naturall. Againe, 
cuftome doth make fome words naturall, 
in that it gives untothem the power and 
efficacie of things that are naturall , to 
produce fome naturall effeé&ts. Such are 
thofe. words and founds, whereby 
dumme creatures are governed , which 
though of themfelves they be but invalid 
words and founds, yet @% % G:o7 % di 
SuoKaALaL 
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Swoxsala. (as Plutarch of them in a place :) 
through cu/fome and skilfull education, 
become fo powerfull, that what can bee 
done upon dum creatures with blowes, 
or whips, or any other kind of violence, 
may bee done with them ; and fome- 
times more. Soa man may ufe himfelfe 
totremble, or weepe, or laugh, and the 
like, at certaine words and founds, which 
in time fhall have that power over his 
body, thacic fhall not be inthe power of 
his will to forbeare. Even as the fight of 
whips and fcourges (as wee read in-an- 
cient {tories :) hath beene more power- 
full upon flaves in warres, then the fight 
of more dreadfulland mortall weapons, 
becaufethe {mart ef thofe which they of- 
ten felt, as flaves, made them in time to 
abhorre naturally and irrefiftibly the ve- 
ry fight of them , fo words alfo, Long 
ufe and cuftome may turne them into 
charmes, to. make them ‘operative upon 
nature, though of themfelves they have 
no naturall poweratall.. All chefe things 
granted (whereof to difcourfe at large, is 
| V 2 not 
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not.my prefent purpofe: ) it holds fill 
nevertheleffe, as we affirmed at firft, that 
generally and for the moft part, words 
are words , thatis, are fignificant by cz- 
flome. 

Secondly, all-difference of words and 
phrafes in point of elegancie, or barbarif= 
me, isaltogether from euffome. Hence it 
is, that thofe exprefsions which in fome 
language are moft properand elegant, in. 
another are moft ridiculous and barba- 
rous, neither is there any reafon at.all for 
the moft in nature , either for the one, or 
for the other , but that ufe and cuffome 
hath fo determined it, whofe will and 
pleafure.ftands for.reafon in thefe cafes, 
It is true, that Grammarians have taken. 
great paines: to reduce ordinarie words 
and {peeches to fome certaintie of analo- 
gie, without which Grammar is no Art, | 
and fomewhat it is that:they. have done 
in this kind for the eafier teaching and 
learning of languages. Yet doth cuffome 
herein maintaine the power of her fove- 
raigatic upon words and fpeeches Sd 
that: 
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thac when fhee pleafes, fhe breakes the 
rules, and ftriGteft bonds of beft approo- 
ved Analogie, and fuffers no rule of 
Grammar to pafle without an exception. 
All matter of elegancie then or babarifme 


being but a matter of cuflome, as it isne. 


wonder to fee filly people for want of 


knowledge, either to vvonder,or to {coffe - 


at the: exprefsions of other languages , 
vvhen they heare ftrangers fpeake the 


vvords of the Countrey perchance , but. 
ufe their owne phrafes and exprefsions , _ 


So I cannot but wonder that in all ages 
men that have beene moft ambitious to 


be thought learned, have ftood fo much | 


upon clegancie, as | find they have done. 


The ancient Heathens, Philofophers, and 


others, did obje&, many things, I know, 


againft the Gofpel of Chrift, but [doe 
not find that any thing generally did in: 


very truth make them fo averfe from it,as 
the language , moft of the New Tefta- 


ment being vvritten in Greeke words in- 


deed; fome few excepted; but for the: 
moft-part, in phrafes and exprefsions that - 
35 ALG 2 
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are meerely Hebrew ; and the Latin 
Tranf{lation being a mixture of both both 
of Hebrew and Greeke phrafes , rather 
then Latin, that was Latin truely, ac- 
cording to the cuftome of thofe times. So 
hard a thing it vvas for them, that had 
beeneufed to Plato and Ariffotle, and the 
like,to relifh {uch a fty le, much leffeto re- 
verence it.A ftyle nevertheles vvhich they 
would have thought elegant enough, had 


Oo 
they beene ufed to it ; as on the other 


fide, that of Plato or Ariffotle, but courfe 


and barbarous, had not the power of 
cuftome interpofed , and difpofed their 
eares and palates co it. A late writer of 
Effayes treating of the power of cuftome. 
after many ftrange inftances, brings this, 
as [remember, among others, as one of 
the ftrangeft , Thatfome certaine people 
of the World, fhould bee governed: by 
Lavves that are written ina ftrange un- 
knowne tongue. Certainly if the ufe of a 
{trangetongue in one Countrey in point 
of Law (vvhich would not be much bet- 
ter underftood, though:ic were in the vul- 


gar 
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gar tongue: ) bee a thing fo muchto bee 
admired , I thinke he might have found 


fomewhat that is done in a ftrange. 


tongue,in many Countreys, again{t all 
srounds of fenfe or reafon, much moreto 
bee wondred at. But whereas fome o- 
thers, to increafe the wonder, derideand 
defame the faid tongue as barbarous,they 
rather make themfelves an inftance of the 
power of cu/fome.that makes them thinke 
fo ftrange; and {peake fo fcornefully of a 


tongue once thought very {weetandele- 


gant, by them that were ufed unto it; then 


perfwade us to wonder at others, that 


make no wonder of it. 

Thirdly, cuffome advanceth or abaceth 
words at pleafure, making them chat 
once were vile to become honorable , 


and thofethat were honorableto become 


vile , yea vvords of title, to become words 
of reproach, and words of reproach to 
become words of title. What once kuave, 
and ballad were in old Englifh, when 
Davidwas termed the knave of the Lord . 
and the fong of fongs, called the ballad of 
ballads. 
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ballads ; is yet too frefh, to be forgotten. 
Notarius was once a Title for a Secretarie 
of State, when Secretaries of State, were 
atthe higheft ; and then Cancellarius was 
an obfcure name, and of little refpec. 
Now it is quite contrary, and hee would 
bee thought (and reafon he fhould, fince 
cuftome hath otherwife commanded it :) 
to commit a monftrous folcecifme that 
fhould now ufe thofe Latine words, as 
they wereufed when Latin was in ufe. I 
doe not know any thing tothe contrarie, 
butthat men were as{crupulousto tell a 
lyein former ages as they are now; nay 
for fome reafons I fhould thinke more.As 
firft, becaufe the art of equivocation was 
notthen knowne, much leffe the praifes 
ofit, andagaine, becaufe as Tule hath 
taught mee, the ancient Romans were fo 


_cautelous in their folemne atteftations, as 


that, were they never fo certaine of a 
thing , yetthey avoyded as much as they 


could, religionts @ pudorts caufa, vvords 


of peremptorie and confident affeverati- 


on, ratherufing ( which hee cals verbum 


conide- 
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confideratifimum:) the vvord., arbitror. 
Yet a man might have told anether men- 
tire, that hee did dye, (of the Latin word I 
find it obferved by others; and of the He- 
brew, wee have examples of it in Scrip- 
ture, as li. Reg. iv. 16.) without any 
great either offence, or breach of civilitie, 
which now to give, though but to ano- 
ther bee he never fo vile, in the prefence 
ofa man of fafhion, is greateft incivili- 
tie. But of all things in this kind, I moft 
vvonder at that fome tell us of the vvord 
Baftard, which they fay was once rather 
a Title of Honor, among great ones ; then 
anote of infamie. Soe Pontus Honteru : 
Poftremd, faithhe, quam lengé abfuerit 
noftrorum nafutulorum opinio, ab ejustem- 
port nobilium fententia, vel ex eo apparets 
quod nothi “Burgundi ¢ Philippo “Bono 
nati, omifsis Ducum , Comitum, Marchio- 
nuns Baronum4, titults, alits omnibus pretu- 
lerint BASTARDI nomen,fcribentes in 
armorit Gentilitiis [cuttr publice ac privatim 
boc tantum modo ,Corn. Ant. Phil. Bald.Da- 
vid,i7e.Burgundia BASTARDVS.Ex 
x guo 




























197, 






















































A Treatife of V[e and Cuftome. 
quo luce clarius apparet,@c. Concerning 
thefe, foordinary now, Clarus, iluftre, 
and the like, how infinitly wee are gone 


from their firft ufe, hath beene obferved 


by divers, and exactly difcourfed of, as 
alfo of fundry others of the fame kind, by 
our learned Selden in his Titles of Ho- 
nor. It was once a queftion among Phi- 
lofophers, an aliquid turpe in verbts ; and 
becaufe they could proove; as they 
thought, by good arguments that no. 
vvord was of itfelfe turpe or obfcenum.,- 
and that it could likewife bee fhewed 5 
that turpe was not in rebus ipfis, or natura; 
fome went fo farre as to conclude, that, 
turpe nibil in rerum natura, but in con- 
ceitand opinion onely. What arguments 
they ufed, what inftances to make this 
good, you may read in one of (iceroes 
Epiftles, which begins, Amo verecundi 
am, velut Porticus (it is commonly prin- 
ted vel potius, without any fenfe or rea- 
fon ; wee are beholding to learned 
men for this emendation :) libertatem lo- 
quendi, ic. But by their favour, though 

| it 
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it fhould be granted (which I doe not :) 


neg, inves neg, in verbo, truely and proper- 
ly; yet I denye their confequence , #ihil 
effetertium : fora tertium here, is, confue- 
tudo, which reafon and nature doe oblige 
us unto in thefe cafes, and hee is very re- 
ally an uncivill immodeft man, that doth 
not conforme to (u/fome, where by right 
itis, and ought to be unto us actually tan- 
quam altera natura : that is, where cuftome 
is not oppofite unto, but grounded upon 

nature and reafon. 
But now generally in matter of words, 
titles, and compliments , and the like , 
whether it bee the part of a civill modeft 
man, abfolutely to conforme unto the cu- 
fiome of his times what ever it be, may be 
doubted. I doe not find that the ancient 
primitive Chriftians made any fcrupule 
atall to ftyletheir Emperors though Hea- 
then, and cruell perfecuters of the Saints, 
fantios , yea [anctifimos ; moft facred ; 
whereof we have fome examples in Eu/fe- 
bius. For indeed fanétus and fanétifimur, 
were anciently, moft properly attributed 
X 2 to 
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to fupreme powers , whether Civill or 
Ecclefiaiticall. Ceremonie Deorum , fan- 
clitas Regum, faith Iwliw Cafar in Sueto-. 
nivs ; that as religious worthip is proper 
unto the Gods; fo unto Kings to be ftyled 
and accounted facred. But numen and al- 
taria, and the like, I wonder how Chri- 
{tian eares could away with , yetallowed 
(time was:) even to Chriftian Empe- 
rors, and ufed by them {peaking of them- 
felves ; (a8 for example in the Code , ho- 
firts altaribus fuggeftio offertursand, de no- 
ftris altaribus petunt, Ge.) which is not 
likely their Chriftian eares would have 
borne, had not the power of cuffome 
hardned them unto it. Hee is not a civil] 
man now of late yeares among us , that 
thinkes much to fubfcribe himfelfe (ey. 
Yants though it be unto his equall, or in- 
ferior. Yet Sulpitins Severus was once 
foundly chid by Paulinus the Bifhop of 
Nola, for fub{cribing (or rather profcri.- 
bing, as the cuffome- was then :) himfelfe 
his fervant, in a letter of his. But you 
thall heare himfelfe {peake, if you pleafe, 


and: 
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and what heethoughtofit: In Epiffole 
titulo, imitari preftantem in omnibus mibi 
fraternitatem tyam timui 3 quia tutius cre- 
didi vere fcribere. Cave ergo pofthac Ser- 
yus Chrifti in libertatem vocatus, hominis, wo 
fratris, S confervi inferioris(ervum te [ub- 
(cribere : quia peccatum adulationt eff ma- 
gu, quam humilitatis juftificatio, bonorem 
uni Domino, unt magiftro fuper terram, uni 
Deo debitum, bomini cuilibet, ne dicam mife- 
rimo peccatori, deferre. UWis words are 
fomewhat ambiguous , whether hee 
meanes uni Domino, uni Magiftro, and uni 
Deo, all of one, or rather (asI rather be- 


leeve:) partitively, allowing usthe ufe of 


this word , to thofe that are truely our 
Lords and mafters upon earth. But what- 
ever his meaning was, itiscertainethat 
the vvord is extreamely abufed now a- 
dayes , and moft abufed by them that 
know leaft, and care as little to learne 
what belongs unto true humilitie , and 
wherein it dothconfift.. Now inthis and 
the like cafes, it were happy if inall pla- 
ces (if all places afford iuch:) fome of 
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the wifer and graver fort of men, would 
agree by their joynt conftancie and gravi- 
ty to refift both in matter of fafhions that 
belong unto cloaths, and in thofe that be- 
long unto vwvords, the vanitie, fickleneffe, 
foolifhnefle of ordinarie worldly men, 
vvho have nothing to: bufie their idle 
braines. with, but to invent and follow 
new fafhions. Then vvere it an eafie 
thing for any fober man to. maintaine 
and embrace confenfum prudentum (as 
wife men prefcribe in other things ) the 
confent of {ome (though fewer in num- 
ber :) that are wife , then pulgarem con{u- 
etudinem, the cuftome of the common peo- 
ple(ordinary wordlings I meane: which 
commonly likes that beft, which is 
worlt. And certainely they fhould bee 
much to blame in my judgement that 
vvould not doe it. But when a cuffome in 
this kind (though vaine, yet not abfolute- 
lyimpious : ) is become fo generall that 
aman cannot avoyd it, except he will be 
fingular ; a man I thinke may fafely e- 
nough (in thefe things which of their na- 
ture 
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ture are indifferent : ) condefcend unto it 
to avoyd fingularitie, which alwayes re- 
lifhes of {ome wvant of charitie, and is of- 
tentimes the effects of a worle difeafe, 


pride and felfe-conceit. And fo much be 
fpoken concerning vvords. 


ge i EL Ais oe td Ee 


5 God both in regard of his will, 
ys Oe in regard of his Nature, is ab- 

folutely immutable, in a tranften- 
dent kind of immutabilitie, beyond all 
comparifon, nay beyond all imagination 
efman. which Saint James to exprefle in 
fome fort, after hee had {aid that there 4 
#0 Yariableneife with God , not content 
with thar, addes elegantly... +€s2% Sm. 
oxicoue, or fhadow of turning .) Sov it ands 
with reafon; that both the worlhip of 
God, and the opinions of men touching 
God,fhould beasinvariable -at left more 
invariable, then any other thing , the ob- 
ject. whereof is worldly and mutable. 

| 2 
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Cuftome a man would thinke of all 
things inthe world fhould have lefle to 
doe with things ofthis nature. But it 1s 
quite otherwife. For in very truth of all 
things inthe World, there 1s nothing ge- 


& 


nerally that goes by cuffome fo muchas 
religion doth, both in point of practices 
and in point ofopinions. So that there is 
nothing fo horrible of itfelfe, or fo ridi- 
culous in the judgement of reafon and 
common fenfe in point of opinions , 
which long cuffome (if men bee not very 
warie of it, and with beft care and dili- 
gence ufe thofe meanes to prevent it,that 
found reafon and true philofophie doe 
prefcribe :) will not make moft plaufible 
and acceptable: mre redIw nda Bexosoy 
£064 GS olnelen xX) ainSn ¢ mraylw Cots momo vs 
aogediswot, cuftome having oneé got the 
firength of long continuance, infinmates er- 
rors and impoftures ( bee they never fo 
orofle: ) into the minds of moft men under 
the fhape and repref[entation of ‘genuine 
truth: So Iuftin Martyr» who fetcheth 
hence efpecially the origine of Idolatrie. 
And 
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And Origin addes that of all Cuftomes, 
none fticke fo faft in the mind when 
once fettled there, none fo hard to bee 
wiped and wafhed off, as thofe which he 
elegantly cals Gi as 1 Xynarn, thatis, 
the cuffomes of opinion and doétrine, bee 
they right or wrong. To this wee may 
adde the obfervation of Nicetar the 
Greeke Hiftorian . from domefticke ex- 
perience, who having particularly inftan- 
ced, inthe ancient Chriftian inhabitants 
ofthe Poufgufian poole, then halfe Tur- 
kifh in their rites and cu/fomess concludes 
upon it generally, chat rede xegmSev 20; 
Swoes xe) aSpnoxélas 6o2y igue9tee9), Long cu- 
flome hath more power then either nature or 
religion. Hence it is perchance that the 
Hebrew 71, 03% properly, which often 
fignifies cu/fome, is alfotaken fometimes 
for religion or dottrine. 3 

Now thereafon why cwffome can doe 
more in point of religion, then it canin 
other things, is firft, becaufe the objea 


of religion, is ofall others the furtheft off — 


both from the fenfes, and from the reach 
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of humane reafon, which makes men the 
more apt, in things fo abftrufe and fo far 
exceeding the {trength of humane ratioci- 
Nation, to content themfelves with what 
they have received from their forefathers, 
prefuming that they had it by fome reve- 
lation, or other from above. This made 
Ariftotle, who did not loveto fpeake of 
things, but upon demonftrable grounds 
of reafon and nature, not to meddle 
much in all his writings, with things di- 
vine; concerning either God or religion, 
as hee himfelfe gives the reafon of it, in 
his de part. animalium, %  & av ne ae 
aur, x4) DEL ey Cidtvey med Aw, rau TEA as 
6ety dAlpe Te Dare x T ay oSnany. profef= 
fing there that hee preferred the knows 
ledge of things divine, farre beyond any 
other knowledge, but could fay but lit- 
tle of ic nevertheles. for want of certaine 
grounds, Plato, hee was altogether for 
Divinitie, icistrue, the immortalitie of 
the foule, and the rewards of a godly life 
in the worldto come, and the like, being 
his chiefeft fubjeét.in almoft all his Trea- 
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ties: for which, as hee was much admi- 
red by the ancient Fathers of the Church, 
foin all ages ,hee hath beene knowne by 
the Title of Divine Plato. Yet “Plato 
himfelfe doth ingenuoufly acknowledge 
the imperfection of his knowledge in 
this kind as both deficient and uncet- 
taine. Witnefle this divine paflage of his, 
To ci) div Gore NiguetsnsSey drs ed vei 
yw Seanruda, ¥ wpémd yous eyourl Advi, &e.| 
In another place hee faith plainely , that 
Without ki¥ Ass tives, fome divine reve- 
lation from aboves © (edes Cidtvay cv rel yuo 
Cio, to know the certaintie of thefe things in 
thts world, is either abfolutely impofsible, 
or extreamely difficult. If therefore Pla- 
to himfelfe , coterts philofopbis gentium 
longe lateg, prelatus , faith Saint Augu- 
line . 0 wows mre ernver dbnielas apeg%pco 
lauows, that admirable*Philofopher (faith 
Eufebius : ) who of all Heathen Philofophers 
and writers, was the onely, that reached unto 
the very porch of ‘ruths Sacrarie: if he ne- 
vertheles , was fo much to lecke him- 
felfe, and fo unfatisfyed, no wonder if 
Veo ordinaric 
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ordinarie men, unto whon the day farre 
of heavenly truth was not, or is not yet 
arifen, havethought it their fafeft courfe 
in all ages, in point of religion efpecial- 
ly, 7 areca ceondy, ney persia 1, (as Athe- 
nagoras the Chriftian Philofopher f{peakes 
and fhewes inthe beginning of his Apo- 
logie ;) to keepe them clofely to the rites 
and cuflomes of their ferefathers, bee they 
never fo ridiculous and abfurd. 

Another reafon why cuftome is fo. 
powerfull inmatters of Religion, is be- 
caufe men for the moft part, every where 
are for the things of this prefent World, 
as proht, or pleafure, orthe like, as for 
thofe things that belong unto their 
foules, they thinke ofthem as matters of. 
another world indeed ; that is, as matters. 
that doe not much concerne them, and 
for which they fee no reafon why they 
fhould overmuch trouble their thoughts. 
Itistrue, that faction and violent oppofi- 
tion are taken for zeale in moft places. 
and thofe men thought vulgarly very re- 
ligious, that hate them moft fiercely, that 
are: 
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are not oftheir opinions, of which kind 
of menthere is {tore enough in all places, 
and of all profefsions. But religion, or 
faith well grounded (and if it be not well 
grounded , how we can be ready to give 
an account of it unto others , as Saint Pe- 
ter would have us, [know not :) is quite 
another thing. Wee {peake not here of 
illiterate men or women, whofe capaci- 
tie (for no man is accountable for more: | 
then hee hath received, fo hee make good : 
ufe of itto his utmoft.:) doth not reach to 
fuch either preparation or examination, 
as both the Scriptures and right reafon: 
doe require, to proceed rationally and 
with judgement in fuch a bufineffe: 
Itis to bee feared that of them that want 
not judgement and capacitie in other 
things of the world which they take 
moretoheart, there are but few to bee: 
found inno place, that make that ufe of 
either (all prejudice and partialitie being 
layd afide :) that were fitting in matter of 
religion.And fo it comes to paflethat eve- 
ry, where and generally, though few be- 
33 leevee 
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leeveit, or fulpe@it, yet in very truth, 
the beleefe of moft men if it bee well 
looked into, is rather cuffome, then any 
thing elfe. 

Butto the end that the power of cu- 
ffome in matter of Religion, may the bet- 
ter appeare unto them that are none of 
the moft quickfighted of themfelves, nor 
difpofed to take any great paines by the 
helpe of long tedious philofophicall fpe- 
culations to penetrate into the truth of 
things, wee will heretake into our con- 
fideration fome one of the many religi- 
ons thathave beene in great ufe and re- 
queft among men in former dayes : and 
of all the reft, wee will make choice of 
that purpofely, which inthe judgement 
ofall men that were not bred and obliged 
unto it, hath ever beene accounted the 
moft ridiculous, unnatutall and prodi- 
gious. | will nottherefore here {peake of 
them that have worfhipped the Sunne 
and the Moone, and the flarres,dc. the 
moft glorious objedts that fenfuall wor- 
(hippers could pitch upon ; and which 


fome 
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fome ancients grounding upon a wrong 
interpretation of the words of Mofes , 
Deut. 4.19. feemeto bee of opinion that 
it was in fome manner permitted to the 
Nations of the world'to doe , till the 
comming of Chrift. Nor yet of them, 
that have worfhipped ftocks and ftones, 
the worke of their owne hands, whofe 
plaufible pretence for their groffe idola- 
trie hath beene in all ages, that they wor- 
fhipped not the figures themfelves in 
fight, butthe invifible Deities reprefen- 
ted unto them by thofe figures. Thofe 
that I will inftance in thall be they, whofe 
religion Was to worfhip thofe things 
which reafon and nature in the judge- 
ment of all other nations hath made unto 
man either contemptible or abominable, 
the ancient Lgyptians I meane, whofe 
greateft Deities by them adored with 
all poflible reverence , were dogges , 
and cats; toades and crocodiles | and 
the like. Of whom among others the 
Latin Satyrift yvorthily, 
i Qu 
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Quis nef cit Volufi Bithinica qualia 
_ demens 
Aegypius portenta colat? croco- 
dilon adorat 
Pars hac:illa pavet ftaturam fer-— 
pentibus tbim. 
Effigies facri nitet aurea cerco- 
pithects Te. 
How they came firft to refolve upon 
fuch horrible worfhip, they that have 
moft curioufly fearched into it, as Diod. 
Siculus,and others, could never , though 
they purpofely conferred with che moft 
learned AXgyptians of thole dayes, find 
outcertainely. Itis moft likely, that they 
were at firft compelled unto it by their 
princes and governours for fome politick 
ends and confiderations. But in after 
ages, when this worfhip , how ftrange 
and uncouth foever at firft , was once be- 
come cuftomatrie and hereditary unto 
them, with what approbation of judge- 
ment and affection of heart (to the ready 
forfaking of their goods, lives, and liber- 
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ties for ic: ) they then did embrace and 
practife it, ancient hiftories, fuch as can- 
not by any fober man bee queftioned , 
beare record unto this day. I will not 
bring here what we read in fome of 
them, becaufe it may be queftioned with 
more colour, of great advantages in wars 
wittingly and willingly forgone by the 
figyptians by reafon of their fuperftiti- 
on; yea how they have chofen rather to 
yeeld themfelves unto their enemies , 
when they might have had the beft of it, 
then to violate though but the bare 
fignes and pictures of thofe beafts which 


were facreduntothem. Butthe teftimo- 


nie of Diod. Siculus, (whofe words a- | 


mong others, are sw Sevrays wSernwy w= 
ye4s CvTETNKED 4 ESS Te Cale (ura Mardoyys— 
ue, 19) Cis meeow cueradetwes ences Senet’) 
eo ee a ae oe 

mess Fw Tey, auc, 8c. This fuperftition 
of theirs cleaveth fo faft unto their foules 
(or, u fo penetratively infufed into their ve- 
ry foules :)and foimmoovably bent and affe- 
Fed are they every one of them to the wor/bip 
of thefe creatures, ic.) and thofe inftan- 
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ces that hee brings, whereof he was arty 
eye witnefle, of their zeale to their relj- 
gion, no man can queftion with any co- 
lour of reafon. And Tullie {peakes of it, 
as ofa thing known to all the World, and 
whereof examples were obvious in his 
dayes; Aegyptiorum morem (faith he, and 
marke by the way, that hee-cals it morem. 
by which word he clofely adfcribes itun- 
tocuftome:) quisignorat? quorum imbute 
mentes pravitatis erroribus, quamYt carni- 
ficinam pris [ubierint, quamibim aut alpi- 
dem, aut felem, aut canems aut crocodilym 
Violent 3 quorum-etiam fi imprudentes quip- 
piamfecerints penam nullamrecufent. Such 
was their zeale to their religion, againft 
naturesreafon,and common fenfe,groun- 
ded upon cuffome onely : whereby. it may. 
appeare, that bare zeale, without due 
obfervation of other circumftances , is 
but a weakeand uncertainetriall of the 
Truth.. 

Now to inftance (as I have former-. 
ly:)-in fome things of our dayes like- 
wile, and in our owne pradtife; it will 


bee. 
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bee hard for me to find an inftance that 
will be generally thought fo pertinent, 
becaufe though the matter bee of itfelfe 
never fo ftrange, yet cuffome having made 
it familiar, it will not feeme ftrange unto 
ordinary men, whofe underftanding 
though they know it not, is blinded by it, 
the more dangeroufly blinded, the leffe 
they fufpeé itto be fo. But to them that 
areyet free, or at leaft will hereafter ufe 
the meanes to vindicat themfelves into 
the libertie of a found judgement accor- 
ding totruth and reafon: tothemI dare 
boldly fay, that it is not more ftrange 
(not more ftrange , I fay no more:) ei- 
ther that fome people of the World 
fhould worfhip no God at all; or that 
fome fhould with thofe ancient Zgypti- 
ans, whom we have {poken of, worfhip 
dogs and cats for their Gods, then that 
Chriftians , contrarie , not onely to rea- 
fon and even common fenfe it felfe, but 
alfo to the dire& example of Chrift, the 
founder oftheir religion , fhould behave 
themfelves fo prophanely in their Chur- 
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ches erected to the honour of their God, 
and makefo little reckoning of them , as 
they doe in many places of Europe, and 
not onely doe it, but in fome places 
(which is ftrangeft of all:) thinke them- 
{elves the purer and founder Chriftians, 
thatthey doefo. Were it but forthe fake 
of Iewes and Gentiles, who cannot but 
abhorre that Religion, that allowes of 
fuch profanefle in and about places de- 
dicated to the worfhip of God ; were: 
there no more initthenfo , Yet itis ap- 
parantly againft the lawes of true Chri- 
{tianitie (which of all others, are moft {e- 
vere againft all wilfull {Candals:) that 
fuch irreverence fhould be allowed: Iam 
the bolder to fay, that it is againft true: 
Chriftianitie, becaufe I know it was not. 
fo, when true Chriftianitie did-mof- 
flourifh. And truely, hethat {hould have 
{eene in the times of the primitive 
Church devout Chriftians not daring fo 
much as to touch a “Bible without firtt 
wafhing of their hands in token of reve- 
rence; and in their Churches in. great hu- 
militie: 
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militie ftooping fometimes to the very 
ground, ( whence as Itake it, are thofe 
aaron TH Kiley eduQuy ; falutations or 
kifvings of the boly pavements, mentioned 
inthe Jus Orientale:) yea directly 5 ter 
ramfronte concutientes, as Saint Auguftine 
{peakes ina place; or as Saint Chryfoftome, 
cop tev ds ecee'(62s pirrlove Gs, XH) rd MéTeT@ T hus 
tenors, proftrating themfelves quite downe, 
and beating the ground with their foreheads, 
(which though it were not abfolutely re- 
quired of any, but fuch as were either to 
bee baptized , or did folemne. penance, 
whence mera for proftratio, as Bilius 
hath long agoetaughtus : yet was volun- 
tarily performed by them of the devouter 
fort, as appeares “by Saint Chrsfoftome, 
tom. vi. Avy: 6% who cals them thereame- 
Suyous x04 disynpmwes, that did it, in oppo- 


fition to cold careles worfhippers :) and 


the like : And fhould now feeholy Bibles. 
prophanely tofledup and downe as they 


are, ordinarie men entring into Churches; 
with fich gefture and countenance, ra- 
ther as if they entred with authoritie to 
ZL 3 aif. 
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difpoflefle God, then to humble them- 


felves before him; and intime of divine 
fervice carrying themfelves in them ac- 
cordingly . moreover, divers making no 
con{ciencero doethat about and againtt 
confecrated walls of Churches, which 
common civilitie doth prompt us to for- 
beare about private houfes, thofe of our 
betters at left . certainely he would hard- 
ly be brought to beleeve that things fo 
contrary could proceed from men of the 
fame Religion, or rather indeed , to be- 
leeve . that men that had any fenfe of any 
religion at all, be it what it will , could be 
fo fecurely and fenfelefly prophane.How- 


ever, though it bee not unlikely in this 


atheifticall age, that many doe it becaufe 
they have [aid intheir hearts that there ts no 


God; and inthis facrilegious age of pur- 


pofe, becaufe it concernes their profit and 
ungodly defignes, that confecrated places 
bee made common, and profaned, Yet 
God forbid wee fhould judge fo unchari- 
tably of all that offend in this kind, but 
rather judge and beleeve , that it is no- 
thing 
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thing elfe but the power of cuffome , and 
the want of due confideration, that leads 
them into it, and makes them infenfible 
of their impietie. Onething Iam fure of, 
what ever wee thinke of the bufines sthac 
Turkes and Pagans (what advantages fo- 
ever wee have over them in other re- 
[pects :) may fooner hope to bring us in 


time to their religion, by their outward. 


apparant. reverence and devotion in du- 


tes of religion, then we hope ever by all. 


our knowledge to doe good upon them, 


as long as wee continue fo prophane. I 


prefle it. the more, that the power of 


cuftome. Which makes us fo unfenfibly. 
( though otherwife, I make no queftion | 


many of us affectionately defiring the 
converfion of Iewes and Gentiles :) to 


paffe over all thefe confiderations, and to | 


doe ftill what we have.done, beeit right 
or wrong ; may the better appeare.. 


So much being fpoken hitherto of the: 
power of cuffome in matters of religion, 
and. having futhciently (as I conceive) 
| fhewed. 
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fhewed it here alfo to bee great; wee are 
now (according to the method that wee 
have followed in the two former parts :) 
to proceed to the confideration of the va- 
liditie of ic, according to right and rea- 
fon; and that both in point of doétrine, 
and in point of practife; thatis, in the a- 
gendis and the credenda( for there is no Re- 
ligion but hath thefe two parts :)of Reli- 
gion. And herein as of my felfe Iam ve- 
ty willing to be but fhore. fo when I con- 
fider the things themfelves, I doe not fee 
thatI {hall need to be very long. For Re- 
ligion, though it goe beyond Nature and 


‘policie very farre, yet it is grounded iin 


part upon the fame foundations, as both 
Nature and policie are. As for example. 
particulars in things naturall, muft yeeld 
and conforme to the generall if need bee, 
though it be againft their owne particular 
nature. So water to prevent a bacnum ; 
andthelike. Amaine ground of policie, 
Salus populifuprema lex effo. So in matter 
of Chriftianitie too : asitisy fully both 
and 
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and very elegantly, exprefled by Saint 
Chryfoftome in thelfe words, Todw xaney 
Zerstdwiopeed TY TEAdOTATY , TYTO 8296 nxelea~= 
WS, auTy n xopu@n n UTLTH 5 To, Te HOLA 
cundecovre entry. Theis es therule of perfect 
Chriftianitie 5 thts the urmoft bounds , ( Or, 
exath definition :) thu the higheft top of it, 
to feeke thofe things that are profitable to 
the publicke. Many things therefore for- 
merly delivered , are here applyable: 
But yet to exprefle my felfe fomewhat 
more particularly herein alfo, we thus 
briefly; | 

Firft , In thofe things that are of the 
very fubftance of religion, and trench up- 
on the principall end of it, whether in 
matter of practife or doctrine, cuffome is 
not confiderable. 

‘The end, as all men know that are 
wile, isthe principall thing in all things. 
Anu to this purpofe is 4riffotles doctrine 
inthe firftofhis Ethicks of difference of 
ends , fome principall and abfolute 
( which in his phrafe wee may call >-y- 
texting teAn?) fome fecondarieand fub- 
Aa ordinat, 
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ordinat, of very good ufe and moment. 
In the holy Scriptures} though a man 
meete with many changes, varieties,and 
alterations, according to varietie of times 
and places . yet hee that fhall read and 
obferve them with due care and dili- 
gence, may obferve. the great things of the 
Law, as one of the Prophets cals them; 
or asitis inthe New Teftament, m Gapr- 
Tees TH vous, the weightier matters of the 
Law, to be ftill the fame. Thefe to un- 
derftand truely; and carefully to praétife, 
is true Religion both and happines. 
Secondly, In things externall condu- 
cing more-or lefle (fo they conduce ; 
though but in a leffe degree, and not 
crofle dire@tly : ) to the maine end, fupe- 
riors may yeeld, fometimes if they fee 
occalion : and inferiors if wife and ra- 
tionall , muft alwayes fubmic unto cu-- 
ftome , though otherwife of it felfe, per- 
chance, not.fo fit and commendable. 
Superiors cannot propofe unto them- 
felves a better example to imitate, then» 


God himfelfe. God> did indulge many: 
things . 
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things unto the [ewes, which otherwife 
hee would not have liked , becaufe they 
had beene long ufed to the fuperftitions 
of the Agyptians. So fay divers of the 
Fathers, and rightly, I thinke : and this 
in God, they call properly, his cvyxx7- 
Cac, or condefcention. Of Chriftand his 
Apoftles fomething might bee faid, and 
hath beene faid by others to this purpofe. 
Butcertaine itis, that the ancient Fathers 
‘ofthe Primitive Church, men Apoftoli- 
call, and others (as it is acknowledged 
by all men that know any thing of Anti- 
quitie:) ininfticuting rites and ceremo- 
nies Ecclefiafticall, had great refpec un- 
to thofe rites and cu/Lomes whether facred 
or Civill, that the firft Chriftians had 
beene ufed unto; before their converfion 
unto Chriftianifme. Now if this courfe 
bee warrantable ; where the change is ab- 
folute from one Religion to another, it 
mult needs bee more plaufible and expe- 
dient in point of reformation , wherein 
the more we yeeld unto cu/tome in things 
not fo fubftantiall, the more likely wee 
Aa2 are 
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are to {peed inthe redrefle of more mate-. 
riall abufes.. As for inferiors , to them: 
properly belong the words of Saint Au- 
guftine, Iniurebus de quibus nihil flatuit 
{criptura divina , mos populi Det, vel infti- 
tuta majorum pro lege tenenda funt.. In 
thofethings that are not apparantly con- 
trary to the word of God, for private 
men , though otherwife upom grounds 
never fo plaufible to oppofe their opini- 
on to either ¢u/fome or authoritie, where- 
by the peace of the Church may bee in» 
danger, though it may goe:for zeale in 
this World; yet.certainely in the world to: 
come, and before an higher Indge, it will 
be found (and for.fuch punifhed, I 'feare):’ 
either groffe wilfull Ignorance, or exe 

treme arrogancie. : 
Thirdly, In matters:of-doétriiie and 
truth, though every truth. bee precious’ of 
itfelfe,and ever to be. preferred:before any: 
privatends, yet all truth is not alwayes 
feafonable to be divulged, where the er- 


o ? 
ror is generall , and cannot bee oppofed 


without much fcandall... 
Ag 
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As there be cuffomes in matter of adti- 
on, foin matter ofopinion too ; fince (as 
hath beene fhewed:) opinions goe by 
cuftome, as much as any thing : Whence it 
is that inthe Ius Orientale, you fhall find 
Te €.Sn, OF, cuffomes divided into ¢S1 dd u0-- 
rinse, that is cuftomes.in point of doctrine, 
and ¢Su cxxanciasinn , cuftomes in point of 
difciplines ox practice ; that is, rites and 
ceremonies. In matter of opinion then the 
power of cuffome is in {ome degree conli- 
derable,as wellas in other things. Civili-- 
anstellus, that Brror aliquando jus facit ; 
and our:common Lawyersalfo, thata 
Common error by their Law , for publicke: 
quiets fake goeth for a Law. Finch of Law, 
p.40. Iwillnot ftand to examine upon: 
what ground they fpeake it, becaufe I. 
doe not meane to ground upon them: 
though I could not but take: notice of 
their words by the way. Nolite fanttum. 
canibus » and, keepe thy faith to thy felfe,. 
(not generally to be underftood, wee doe 
not meane, but in fome cafes onely :) and. 
fome other {uch paflages, are more to our: 
: A a3 purpole 
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purpofe by farre , then any thing that the 
Law either common or Civill can tell us. 
Buc the argument is ticklifh. I leave the 
reft to the Angelicall Do&or in his 222. q. 
43.4.7. Virum bona fpiritualia fint propter 


[canialum dimittenda. So farre at leatt. I 


could wifh al men would take itto heart, 
as noteafily for their owne onely privat 
ends and purpofes (as many are ready to 
doe:) to vent abroad either old things 
juftly and legally antiquated, or new 
things of their owne devifing (the un- 
happy fruits of extravagant braines:):that 
may any wife tend to innovation, and to 
the prejudice of publicke tranquility. 

My conclufion isthis , That it is the 
part ofa wife rational! man,as toconfider 
diligently how farre forth cuflome both 
in matter of Religion and in other things 
isconfiderable, left hee trouble himfelfe 
and others without caufe : So to confider 
as diligently wherein it is altogether a- 
gainit reafon, left conforming to the vul- 
garin thofethings, hee himfelfe become 
one ofthem ; that is, a manthatis led by 
. cuftome 
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euftome and not by realon; which is as 
much (if we may fpeake freely : ) as if we 
faid, a thing that hath the fhape of a man, 
but may more truly & properly be called 
abrute. And becaufe this cannot be done 
without much labourand fearch, I muft 
exhortall men that thinke truth and rea- 
fon fo much worth, to {pare no paines, 
no ftudie, if they meane to fpeed. It is 
true, we livein an age, when Idleneffe is 
fo much in fafhion among all forts of 
men, that itisahard thing for any man 
of what profefsion foever, to bee indu- 


ftrious more then ordinary, and not to. 
fuffer,even in his reputacionsfor it. Which » 


cannot but bee a great difcouragement 
unto many > who otherwife as rationall 


men, have a good inind to improove- 
themfelves in their better part. . But let. 


them propofe unto themfelves the exam- 
les of men famous in former ages for 


their indefatigablenes in this kind; and: 
Jet them confider withall, chat the reward 


is great. ‘hough they adfpire not to bee 


famous in the World, nor ever live to be- 
Dy. 
neft 











nefitothers by their paines (which ned 
verthelesall good men mutt propofe un- 
tothemf{elves, ifit may be:) yet they fhall 
not loofe the fruit of their labours. If o- 
thers doe not, yet themfelves ( which is 




















the maine:)-fhallreape them. Td. 98/2 


VXNS Alun idtov, for it w the priviledge 
(as.is obferved by fome of the ancient 
wotrthies:) of afoule that is reafonable, (a 
rationallman, he meanes ;) Tov xxpmay dy 


Deed, aor xapredtey (Gers 8 F qurey uxp@ 


Me, 14 © aidronoy bra Cay anor x5 p= 
meu ou 3) TY ide TEAQLC Tuy dud, iny Ww Ory 
Bis pas brash: that whereas plants, treess 
and other creatures, that are not reafonable; 
beare unto others, and not for them[el ves , 
{bee reapes her owne fruitess and whenfoever, 
or wherefoever ber life doth end, be it fooners 
or later , [be may have her owne end never- 
theleffe. With which words , wee fhall 


here end. 












An addition to page 85. by reafon of a 
new booke, intituled Erbrufcarum 
_ Antiquitatum Fragmenia, 
-Which came ince to the 
Authors hands. 


G Peaking there of notable Impoftors » 
thar have donetheir beft to cheat the 
World by fuppofititious writings, by 
what chance, ofall the reft, (there being 
but too much choice of inftances in this 
kind: ) Ichanced to inftance in Annius 
Viterbienfis, Tknow not. But finceit was 
my chance fo to doe, I thinke my felfe 
bound in many refpeéts to take notice 
here of a certaine booke, infcribed, E- 
thrufcarum  Antiquitatum Fragmenta » 
which fince this Treatife was written and 
Ticenfed, came firit to my hands, and, for 
ought I know, into the Realme, It 1s a 
‘booke it folio, (as wee ule.to {peake :) 
fomewhat larger,then itis either thicke or 
long . confifting of 284. pages, befides an 
ample Index,and along Preface ; printed 
upon faire thicke paper, and in as faire, or 

5s Negra See DD: fairer 

















fairer aletter: Befides. fome mappes (ft 


~ hath many cuts and prints;divers where- 


of are in braffe. “Were. but therenth part 
of thofe things that are there’exhibited, 
true and ancient indeed , as they are pre- 
tended ; the booke might very well bee 
wotth 30. or 48, fhillings to be bought, . 
neither is there, Ithinke, any true Philo- 
logift,, or lover of learning in general, 


that would grudge 'to purchale it at that 


rate. Butin'a word, as the Gracians were 
Wont to [péake, aifeaxes md 0 Snoavege, 


the Title indeed, and the {pecious dreffe,: 


and furniture of the Booke, promife great. 
Treafures , bute thofe Treafures , well 
looked into, proove but meere trafh, and: 
childrens bables : ifI may fo call fach im- 


’ n¥ t 


pudent, fhameles; unconfcionable trum- 
Peries and forgeries, fuch as might have 


better proceeded ‘from profeft Heathens 


‘(though | doe not thinke there have ever 


beene many heathens in the world fo ab- 
folutely godleffe and voyd of confeience,. 
but would have beene afhamed to have 
beene the'authors of them: ) then men: 

| | that: 



























that profeffe themfelves to be Chriftians. 
Me thinkes if thefe impudent jugglors, 
did fo farre prefume upon the ignorance 
and fimplicitie of us Tranfalpins, (as once 
they were wont to {peake in {corne of all 
that were not Italians ;) as to beleeve that 
wee would {wallow all downe readily 
without any fufpition at all, yer they 
{hould have confidered, that Italy affords 
many learned men ,.(the prefent Pope 
_himfelfe, a man of excellent humane lear- 
ning :) who as they cannot but prefently 
find; fo certainely will heartily deteft {uch 
abominable praétifes. But fince the at- 
tempt was fo great and dangerons, (no 
leffe then the confounding of almoft all 
Hiftories and Hiftorians of the world, 
andin amanner ofalltruth :) itis Gods 
great mercy, that the undertakers were 
fuch, as had more will then skill to cheat, 
and fo might eafily be difcovered. For of 
all thofe 284. pages, I dare fay there is not 
any one page ({carce any one line of any 
page:) but upon due examination, will 
afford, nottoaprofeft Antiquarie onely, 
B/D ities” but 
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but evento an ordinarie Schollar , fufh- 
cient arguments and evidences, whereby 
to evince the {purioufnes and falfeneffe 
of the Title. Ifany man would be fo idle 
asto gather together all that can, out of 
the booke it felfe, bee faid againft it, hee 
might eafily makea booke ix folio tenne 
times as big as it. For my part, all that 
haveto fay here upon it, is but to letyou 
know, (which perchance every body will 
not prefently take notice of :) that Awnins 
Viterbienfis, that infamous Impoftor that 
wee have {poken of } though dead him- 
felfelong agoe, is the very firft originall 
ground and fountaine of all this Impo- 
fture. Read him , (if you can have fo 
much patience :) his Catone Origines and 
his Comments upon them , and it will 
clearely appeare unto you, to bee as I fay. 
So apt are pleafing fables, to propagate, 
and {fo hard (be the Truth never focleare 
and apparant :) to bee rooted out of the 
mind-and foules of vulgar men, efpecial- 
ly when their vanitie and foolifh ambiti- 
on, either for themfelyes or for their 
| | Coun- 




































Countrey, hath fome intereft in the credi- 
bilitie of thofe fables. Grounding upon’ 
the fame Annius Viterbienfis,did one Ber- 
nardinw “Baldus Vrbinas long agoe (tor I 
find, it hath beene printed though I never 
faw ityet my felfe, butas Thaveic, that 
is, Manufcript: ) adventure to fet out an 
Interpretation ( with Notes upon it‘ ) of 
that Aenea Tabula Eugubina, ot ancient 
“Unfeription, found in Eugubium in Italy, 
and conceived by fome to bee written in 
the Ehrufcan tongue and character: 
though Gruterw in his Thefaurus feeme to 
bee of another opinion. It wasa bold at- 
tempt, that too, yet more bold then dan- 
gerous, or of any great confequence; and 
the Author himfelfe, (to doe him no > 
wrong: ) was fo modeftyet, as to call it 
all, but his Divimatio. But thefe late E- 
thrufcan Impoftors, havegone beyond all 
thatever were heard of inthe World, in 
boldneffe , and licentiou{nefle of coun- 
terfeiting; even beyond Annius Viterbi- 
enfis himfelfe , I would fay ; but. that in 
very Truth, as I have already faid,they are 


Bb; ; but: : 























but his of-{pring, and the unhappily 
continued fruits of his firft Chimericall 
conceptions. Well, if thefe men ( worfe 
then any ratupugre, and publici odit viéti- 
ma :) doe not deferve with all pofsible 
rigor and feveritie to bee proceeded a- 
gainft, tanquam generts bumani hoftes, as 
fworne and profeft enemies to. that 
which is the chiefelt good, and happi- 
neffe of rationall men upon earth, that 
is, Truth, I know not who ever did. 
And fo I leave them to the judgement 
of others , in whofe power it is to 
deale with them according to their de- 
fert. 


: Imprimatur : 
Tunii 10. 1638. | 
Sa: “Baker. 
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